
 
 

Sunday, 31st January 2021 PRESENTATION OF CHIRST 
  

 

Lent Services 
On Ash Wednesday (17th February) St 
Mary’s church will be open for private 
prayer as usual between 12.00noon 
and 1.00pm, with the opportunity to 
receive communion from the reserved 
sacrament using a form of the home 
communion service whilst in church. 
Then, in the evening, there will be a 
Eucharist with music at 7.30pm. This 
will include the imposition of ashes in 
a covid-secure way. 
  

Lent Course on The 
Eucharist 
We are running a zoom course on 
Friday evenings, starting on Friday 
19th February, for five weeks. Each 
session will begin at 7.30 and will be 
for approx. 1 hour. The course will be 
looking at the history, development 
and meaning of The Eucharist, taking 
in its prayers, its ceremony and 
symbolism and its meaning for us who 
participate. Although there will be 
some connections between the 
different sessions, each one will also 
make sense as a ‘stand alone’ session, 
so if you can’t make all five, then don’t 
worry. No deep knowledge about the 
topic is necessary – if you’ve got 
questions about this important act of 
worship, which is so central to the 
Christian Faith, then come along and 
ask them, or just listen in to learn 
more! 
 

 

If you’re planning to come along, it 
would be helpful to have a rough idea 
of numbers, although if you find 
you’re free on each Friday night, then 
you can also just join the session that 
evening. Let Rev’d Carole know 
caroleabarnet@gmail.com or 0161 
766 2774 and she will send you the 
details for the zoom link. 
  

 

Thank You, Susie! 
This Sunday marks the legal 
conclusion of Susie’s duties as 
Churchwarden at St Mary’s. Although 
she will still be around and involved in 
the life and worship of our Church 
community (including being the 
contact for booking in to Sunday 
Worship), she will step away from the 
statutory Warden’s responsibilities 
that she has held for the past few 
years. 
It has been wonderful to have had 
such a vibrant, conscientious and fun 
person in this role, especially during 
the long vacancy, as well as to have 
benefited from her deep faith and her 
desire for all of God’s people to grow 
and flourish in a safe, happy and 
supportive community. Thank you, 
Susie, for so many things! 
  

 

Fr Shaun will be on his post-Christmas 
week’s leave from after the services 
today. Please contact the other parish 
clergy or Stewart, as churchwarden, in 
any emergency. 

 

You, lockdown and St 
Mary’s 
We’ll soon be putting together this 
year’s annual report for the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting (which will 
be held on Sunday 25th April, 
hopefully in Church after the 10.30am 
Eucharist, if that’s legally possible). As 
well as all the usual reports about the 
past year, it would be good this year if 
we had some reflections/feedback 
from members of St Mary’s 
congregation concerning your 
reactions to lockdowns since March, 
and the services etc that have 
happened in between, both on-line 
and live. We’re not looking for essays, 
just some one or two line reflections. 
To help, could you perhaps focus them 
around one or more of these 
questions. We won’t be publishing 
them with anyone’s name attached! 
  
• What have you missed about St 

Mary’s over the past year? 
• What have you valued about St 

Mary’s over the past year? 
• What are you looking forward to 

doing again at St Mary’s when things 
settle back to ‘normal’? 

• Are there any new things your 
experiences this year have led you 
to hope for as part of our 
life/mission in the future? 

• What things have encouraged or 
challenged your faith during the 
pandemic? 

  
Please either email or post your 
thoughts to Fr Shaun 
at shaunconlon@hotmail.co.uk or St 
Mary’s Rectory, 67, Scholes Lane, 
Prestwich M25 0AW 
 

 

Private Prayer on 
Wednesdays 
 
The church will be open as usual 
between 12.00noon and 1.00pm for 
private prayer on Wednesday 3rd 
February, with communion from the 
reserved sacrament available for 
people to receive from if they would 
like to. If you have any questions 
about this, please speak with one of 
the clergy. 

GROWING  GIVING  SERVING 

St Mary’s Church 
Prestwich 

8.00am –Eucharist 
 

President: Rev’d Carole Barnet 
Preacher: Fr Shaun Conlon 

 

10.30am – Said Common Worship Eucharist 
 

President & Preacher: Fr Shaun Conlon 
Deacon: Rev’d Carole Barnet 
Organist: Gary Hulme 
Music before  Prelude ‘In joy and peace I now depart’ -   
the Service: J.S. Bach (BWV616) 
Reader: Pauline Jones 
Gospeller: Rev’d Carole Barnet 
Intercessor: Sam Evans 
Altar Preparation:  Andantino  -  Harold E. Darke 
Communion:  Prelude ‘Lord God, now open Heaven’s Gate’ -  
 J.S. Bach (BWV617) 
Final Voluntary:  Postlude in C  -  Henry Smart 
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Lord Let your love shine on those in 
need of our prayers:  Lily-Rose 
Ahmadi;  David Arnold, Lorayah 
Bevan, Nigel Birtwistle, Ross and 
Sheryl Cupples and baby Robin, 
Sue Evans, Graham Fleet, Andrew 
Hardman, Helen Hicks, Deborah Kane, 
Heather Kay, Elaine Kirk, Jean 
Murphy, James O’Meara, Rev’d 
Deborah Sandercock-Pickles, Maryam 
Sedeghi, Beverley Taylor, John 
Whittaker 
 

 

 
 

Incumbent/Priest-in-Charge 
Fr Shaun Conlon 

The Rectory, 67 Scholes Lane,  
Prestwich M25 0AW 

0161 773 2912 
shaunconlon@hotmail.co.uk 
Fr Shaun’s day off is Monday 

 
Church Wardens 

Canon Susie Mapledoram  
07710 557833 

susiemapledoram@googlemail.com 
 

Stewart Barnet - 07950 354445 
stewartmbarnet@gmail.com 

 
Curates 

Rev Carole Barnet - 0161 766 2774 
caroleabarnet@gmail.com 

 
Rev Adele McKie - 07946 383024;  

Adele.stmaryscurate@btinternet.com 
 

Newsletter 
Catriona Holmes – 07900 280004 
saintmarysnewsletter@gmail.com 

 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org   

Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
YouTube: St Mary's Prestwich 

 
Church Bank Account: 

St Mary’s Prestwich PCC    Nat West 
Sort Code: 01-07-20 

Account Number: 49036955 
 
 
 

Readings for Candlemas 
 

Collect 
Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations 
and glory of Israel:  
make your home among us, and 
present us pure and holy 
to your heavenly Father, your God, 
and our God. 
 
A reading from the Prophet Malachi  
Malachi 3.1-5 
See, I am sending my messenger to 
prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of 
his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears? For he is like a refiner’s 
fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as 
a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 
will purify the descendants of Levi and 
refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
to the Lord as in the days of old and 
as in former years.  Then I will draw 
near to you for judgement; I will be 
swift to bear witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, 
against those who swear falsely, 
against those who oppress the hired 
workers in their wages, the widow, 
and the orphan, against those who 
thrust aside the alien, and do not fear 
me, says the Lord of hosts.  
 
A reading from the letter to the 
Hebrews  
Hebrews 2.14-end 
Since, therefore, the children share 
flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
shared the same things, so that 
through death he might destroy the 
one who has the power of death, that 
is, the devil, and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery by the 
fear of death. For it is clear that he did 
not come to help angels, but the 
descendants of Abraham. Therefore 
he had to become like his brothers 
and sisters in every respect, so that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high 
priest in the service of God, to make a 
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of 
the people. Because he himself was 
tested by what he suffered, he is able 
to help those who are being tested. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to Luke  
Luke 2.22-40 
When the time came for their 
purification according to the law of 
Moses, they brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
(as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
‘Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord’), and 
they offered a sacrifice according to 
what is stated in the law of the Lord, 
‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young 
pigeons.’  
 Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
whose name was Simeon; this man 
was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
came into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for him what was customary under 
the law, Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now 
you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, according to your word; for my 
eyes have seen your salvation, which 
you have prepared in the presence of 
all peoples, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel.’ And the child’s father and 
mother were amazed at what was 
being said about him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother 
Mary, ‘This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be opposed 
so that the inner thoughts of many 
will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.’  There was 
also a prophet, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with 
her husband for seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age 
of eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshipped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. At 
that moment she came, and began to 
praise God and to speak about the 
child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem.  When they 
had finished everything required by 
the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favour of God was upon him.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon 
and Anna, who lived to welcome the 
Messiah: may we, who have received 
these gifts beyond words, prepare to 
meet Christ Jesus when he comes to 
bring us to eternal life; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for 
ever. 
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