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A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols 

6.00pm Sunday 22nd December 2019 

 

 
Welcome to this service. The congregation are requested to 

prepare for this service in silent prayer, helping to create an atmosphere 
of holy expectation as we prepare to celebrate together. 

No announcements will be made  



ORGAN VOLUNTARY  

PROCESSIONAL CAROL Once in royal David’s city 

Starting in darkness by candlelight 

Please remain seated 

Solo  

O nce in royal David’s city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

Choir  only 
2. He came down to earth from heaven, 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, 

And his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly, 

Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

All stand to sing 
3. And through all his wondrous childhood 

He would honour and obey, 

Love and watch the lowly maiden, 

In whose gentle arms he lay; 

Christian children all must be 

Mild, obedient, good as he. 

 

4. For he is our childhood’s pattern, 

Day by day like us he grew, 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 

Tears and smiles like us he knew; 

And he feeleth for our sadness, 

And he shareth in our gladness. 

 

5. And our eyes at last shall see him, 

Through his own redeeming love, 

For that child so dear and gentle 

Is our Lord in heaven above; 

And he leads his children on 

To the place where he is gone. 

 

 

6. Not in that poor lowly stable, 

With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him; but in heaven, 

Set at God’s right hand on high; 

When like stars his children crowned 

All in white shall wait around. 

Words: C. F. Alexander  1823-1895 

Melody:  H. J. Gauntlett  

Harmonised: H. J. Gauntlett , A. H. Mann 

 

 

THE BIDDING PRAYER 

Remain standing 

Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear 
again the message of the angels: in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this 
thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first 
days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and let 
us make this church glad with our carols of praise: 



But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; 
for unity within the Church he came to build: 
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name 
the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind 
and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little 
children; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his 
heart of love. 
Lastly let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in 
a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made 
flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 
 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which 
Christ himself hath taught us: 
 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As 
we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil.  
Amen. 
 
 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: and unto 
the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 
 

Please Sit 

CAROL (Choir) A new work is come on hand 

A lleluya, a new work is come on hand 
through the might and grace of God’s son 

to save the lost of every land, Alleluya. 
For now is free that erst was bound 
we may well sing, Alleluya. 

2. Now is fulfilled the prophecy of David 
of Jeremy and also of Isaiah, Alleluya. 
Sing we therefore both loud and high 
both loud and high, Alleluya. 

3. This sweete song out of a green branch 
it sprung God send us the life 
that lasteth long, Alleluya. 
Now joy and bliss be him among 
that this can sing, Alleluya. 

Words Anon. 15th century 
Music: Peter Wishart (1921-1984) 

Remain seated 

 

 



FIRST LESSON 

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the ser-
pent’s head.  

GENESIS 3 
And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and 
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of 
the garden. And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 
And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked;  
and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, 
whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 
 
And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I 
did eat. And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the 
woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 
And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this,  
thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, 
and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 
And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
 
Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou 
shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 
And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eat-
en of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground 
for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast 
thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 

Thanks be to God. 

Remain seated 

 

CAROL (Choir) The Lord at first did Adam make 

T he Lord at first did Adam make  
Out of the dust and clay,  

And in his nostrils breathed life,  
E'en as the Scriptures day.  
And then in Eden's Paradise  
He plac-ed him to dwell,  
That he within it should remain  
To dress and keep it well.  
Chorus.  
Now let good Christians all begin  
Sin’s evil ways to shun,  
And to rejoice and merry be,  
For Christmas is begun.  
 

2. And there within the garden he  
Commanded was to stay,  
And unto him in commandment  
These words the Lord did say:  
The fruit which in the garden grows  
To thee shall be for meat,  
Except the tree in the midst thereof,  
Of which thou shalt not eat.  
Chorus.  
Now let good Christians all begin  
Sin’s evil ways to shun,  
And to rejoice and merry be,  
For Christmas is begun.  
 



3. For in the day that thou shalt eat,  
Or do it them come nigh;  
For if that thou doth eat thereof  
Then surely thou shalt die.  
But Adam he did take no heed  
Unto that only thing,  
But did transgress God's holy law,  
And so was wrapt in sin.  
Chorus.  
Now let good Christians all begin  
Sin’s evil ways to shun,  
And to rejoice and merry be,  
For Christmas is begun.  

4. Now mark the goodness of the Lord  
Which he for mankind bore,  
His mercy soon he did extend,  
Lost man for to restore;  
And then for to redeem our souls  
From death and hellish thrall,  
He said his own dear son should be  
The Saviour of us all.  
Chorus. 
Now let good Christians all begin  
Sin’s evil ways to shun,  
And to rejoice and merry be,  
For Christmas is begun.  

 
Words: English West Country Trad. 
Music: arranged G. Hulme b.1961 
 

SECOND LESSON 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.  

GENESIS 22 
And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 
And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and 
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 
That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the 
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his 
enemies; And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed 
my voice. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please stand  

CAROL (All) See amid the winter’s snow 

S ee amid the winter's snow, 
Born for us on earth below, 

See the tender Lamb appears, 
Promised from eternal years. 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

2. Lo, within a manger lies 
He who built the starry skies; 
He who throned in height sublime 
Sits amid the cherubim. 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 



Words: E.Caswell 1814-1878 
Music: Sir J.Goss 1800-1880 

Please sit 

THIRD LESSON 

The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour. ISAIAH 9 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 
to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 
 
CAROL (All) Of the Father’s love begotten 

Words: Prudentius tr. J.M.Neale, H.W.Baker and others 
Music: melody from Piae Cantiones 
 

O f the Father's love begotten 
Ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the Source, the Ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see 
Evermore and evermore. 

2. O, that birth forever blessed 
When the Virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
Bare the Saviour of our race, 
And the Babe, the world's Redeemer, 
First revealed His sacred face 
Evermore and evermore. 

3. O ye heights of heaven, adore Him; 
Angel hosts, His praises sing; 
Powers, dominions, bow before Him 
And extol our God and King. 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Every voice in concert ring 
Evermore and evermore. 

3. Sacred infant, all divine, 
What a tender love was thine, 
Thus to come from highest bliss 
Down to such a world as this. 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

4. Teach, O teach us , Holy Child, 
By Thy Face so meek and mild, 
Teach us to resemble Thee, 
In Thy Sweet humility! 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 



Please sit  

FOURTH LESSON 

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. ISAIAH 11 
 
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; And shall 
make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight 
of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 
But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the 
earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
shall he slay the wicked. 
And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 
The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf 
and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 
And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox.. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover 
the sea. 

Thanks be to God. 

CAROL (Choir) In Dulci Jubilo 

I n dulci jubilo  
Let us our homage shew: 

Our heart's joy reclineth In praesepio; 
And like a bright star shineth 
Matris in gremio, Alpha es et O! 
 
2. O Jesu parvule, I, yearn for thee alway. 
Listen to my ditty, O puer optime; 
Have pity on me, pity, 
O princeps gloriae. Trahe me post te. 

 

3. O patris caritas! O Nati lenitas! 
Deeply were we stained. Per nostra crimina: 
But Thou for us hast gained 
Coelorum gaudia, O that we were there: 

4. Ubi sunt gaudia, If that they be not there? 
There are Angels singing Nova cantica; 
There the bells are ringing 
In Regis curia. O that we were there! 

Words: Ancient German 
Music: R.L.Pearsall 1795-1856  Arr. W.J.Westbrook 1831-1894 

Please stand 

CAROL (All) It came upon the midnight clear 

I t came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth, 
To touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, goodwill to men 
From heavens all gracious King!" 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 
 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful wings unfurled; 
And still their heavenly music floats 
O'er all the weary world: 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing, 
And ever o'er its Babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 
 



3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
The world has suffered long; 
Beneath the angel strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong; 
And man, at war with man, hears not 
The love-song which they bring: 
O hush the noise, ye men of strife,  
And hear the angels sing. 

4. For lo! the days are hastening on, 
By prophet-bards foretold, 
When with the ever-circling years 
comes round the age of gold: 
when peace shall over all the earth 
its ancient splendours fling, 
And the whole world gives back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 

 
Words: E.H.Sears 1810-1876 
Music: English trad. Adapted by A.Sullivan 1842-1900 

Please sit  

FIFTH LESSON 
 
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. ST LUKE 1 
 
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Naz-
areth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the 
virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she 
was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And 
the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David: 
And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 
Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? 
And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the pow-
er of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of 
thee shall be called the Son of God. 
And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the 
sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible. And 
Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the an-
gel departed from her. 
 
Thanks be to God. 

Remain seated 
 
CAROL (Choir) Angelus ad Virginum  

A ngelus ad Virginum 
Sub intrans in conclave,  

Virginis formidinem 
Demulcens, inquit: Ave! 
Ave regina virginum; 
Caeli terraeque Dominum 
Concipies Et paries intacta 
Salutem hominum; 
Tu porta caeli facta, 
Medela criminum. 

Quomodo conciperem 
Quae virum non cognovi? 
Qualiter infringerem 
Quod firma mente vovi? 
Spiritus Sancti gratia 
Perficiet haec omnia; 
Ne timeas, Sed gaudeas, secura 
Quod castimonia 
Manebit in te pura 
Dei potentia. 



Ad haec virgo nobilis 
Respondens inquit ei: 
Ancilla sum humilis 
Omnipotentis Dei. 
Tibi caelesti nuntio, 
Tanti secreti conscio, 
Consentiens, Et cupiens videre 
Factum quod audio; 
Parata sum parere, 
Dei consilio. 

Eia mater Domini, 
Quae pacem redidisti 
Angelis et homini, 
Cum Christum genuisti: 
Tuum exora filium 
Ut se nobis propitium 
Exhibeat, Et deleat peccata: 
Praestans auxilium Vita frui beata 
Post hoc exsilium.  
Deo Gratias 

Translation 
 
When the angel came secretly 
To the Virgin in her room, 
Soothing the maiden's fear, 
He said: "Hail! Hail, Queen of virgins. 
While yet untouched by man 
You shall conceive and bear 
The Lord of heaven and earth, 
Salvation for mankind. 
You have become the gate of heaven, 
A remedy for sins." 
 
"How can I conceive, 
Since I have not known a man? 
How can I break the vow 
I made with firm intent?" 
"The grace of the Holy Spirit 
Shall bring all this to pass. 
Fear not, But rejoice, secure in the 
Knowledge that pure chastity 
Shall remain yours  
through God's mighty power.  
And hear the angels sing. 

 
 
To this the noble Virgin 
Replied, saying: 
"I am the lowly handmaiden 
Of Almighty God. I bend my will to you, 
O celestial messenger, 
Who share so great a mystery, 
And I long to see performed 
What I now hear. 
I am ready to yield myself 
To God's design." 
 
Ah, mother of the Lord, 
Who gave back peace 
To angels and mankind 
When you bore Christ, 
Pray your son  
To be gracious to us, And wipe away 
Our sins, Granting us aid 
To enjoy a blessed life 
After this exile 
 
 

Trad: arr: Andrew Carter (b.1939) 
 
Please stand 
 
CAROL (All) O little town of Bethlehem 

O  little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

2. O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth; 
For Christ is born of Mary, 
And, gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 



3. How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us to-day. 
We hear the Christmas Angels 
The great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel! 

Words: P.Brooks 1835-1893 
Music: English trad. Arr.R.Vaughan Williams 1872-1958 

Please sit  

SIXTH LESSON 

St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. ST LUKE 2 
 
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all 
the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syr-
ia.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be 
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be de-
livered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Remain seated 
 
CAROL (Choir) The Holly and the Ivy 

T he holly and the ivy, 
When they are both full grown 

Of all the trees that are in the wood 
The holly bears the crown 
O the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 
 
2. The holly bears a blossom 
As white as lily flower 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To be our sweet Saviour 
O the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 

3. The holly bears a berry 
As red as any blood 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To do poor sinners good 
O the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 
 
4. The holly bears a prickle 
As sharp as any thorn; 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
On Christmas Day in the morn. 
O the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 



5. The holly bears a bark 
As bitter as any gall; 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
For to redeem us all. 
O the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir. 

Trad: arr. H.Walford—Davies (1869-1941) 

Please stand 
CAROL (All) While shepherds watched their flocks by night 

W hile shepherds watched their flocks by 
night,  

all seated on the ground;  
 the angel of the Lord came down,  
 and glory shone around,  
 
2."Fear not!" said he, for mighty dread  
 had seized their troubled mind.  
 "Glad tidings of great joy I bring  
 to you and all mankind,  
   
3."To you, in David's town, this day  
 is born of David's line  
 a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord,  
 and this shall be the sign, 

 
4."The heavenly babe you there shall find  
 to human view displayed,  
 all meanly wrapped in swathing bands,  
 and in a manger laid,  
 
5.Thus spake the seraph and forthwith  
 appeared a shining throng  
 of angels praising God who thus  
    addressed their joyful song,  
  
6."All glory be to God on high,  
 and on the earth be peace;  
 good will henceforth from heaven to men  
 begin and never cease,. 

Words: N.Tate 1652-1715 
Music: T.Este’s Psalter 1592 

Please sit 

SEVENTH LESSON 

The shepherds go to the manger. ST LUKE 2 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the LORD shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, be-
hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger.  
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and say-
ing, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, 
as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the LORD 
hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. 
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concern-
ing this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 



shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was 
told unto them. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL (Choir) Noel Nouvelet 

 

Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici, 

Dévotes gens, crions à Dieu merci ! 
Chantons Noël pour le Roi nouvelet !  

Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici ! 
 

L'ange disait! pasteurs partez d'ici! 
L’ame en reposet le Coeur rejoui; 
En Bethléem trouverez l'angelet. 

Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici ! 
 

En Bethléem, étant tous réunis, 
Trouvèrent l'enfant, Joseph, Marie aussi. 

La creche etait au lieu d’un bercelet 
Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici ! 

 
Bientôt, les Rois, par l'étoile éclaircis, 

De l’orient don’t ils etaient sortis 
A Bethléem vinrent une matinét. 
Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici ! 

 
Voici mon Dieu, mon Sauveur Jesus Christ, 

Parqui serale prodige accompli 
De nous sauver par son sang vermeillet! 

Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici ! 

Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici ! 
 

Words and Music: John Rutter b.1945 
 
EIGHTH LESSON 
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. ST MATTHEW 2 
 
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there 
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 
When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 
And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demand-
ed of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for 
thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least 
among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Isra-
el. Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time 
the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the 
young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship 



him also. 
When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, 
went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and 
fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto 
him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 

Thanks be to God. 

Remain seated 

CAROL (Choir) Gloria in Excelsis Deo 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Sing, my soul, to God the Lord, 
All in glory's highest key. 

Lay the angels' choir abroad, 
In their highest holy day. 

Crave thy God to tune thy heart 
Unto praise's highest part. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Amen 

Words & music : Thomas Weekes (1575—1623) 

Please stand 

NINTH LESSON 

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. ST JOHN 1 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 
In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might  
believe. 
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 
That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 
He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: 
Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

Remain standing 



Words: 18th Century Latin Tr. F. Oakley 1802-1880 and others  
Music: 18th Century probably J.F.Wade 1710-1786 
 

COLLECT AND BLESSING 

Priest  The Lord be with you. 

All  And with thy spirit. 

Priest  Let us pray. 

 

Please sit or kneel 
 
O GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy 
only son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so 
we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end.  
Amen. 

 
May he who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 
grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill;  
and the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Please stand 

OFFERTORY CAROL (All) O Come, all ye faithful 

O  come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, 
Born the King of Angels. 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

2. God of God, 
Light of Light, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
Very God, 
Begotten, not created. 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
‘Glory to God 
In the highest’. 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 



CAROL (All) Hark! The Herald angels sing 

Services at St.Mary the Virgin over the Christmas period 2019 
 

Tuesday 24th December  Christmas Eve 4 pm Crib Service  
       (for the young at heart) 
 
       11.30 pm Midnight Mass 
       (with incense) 
 
Wednesday 25th December Christmas Day  8 am Holy Communion 
       10.30 am Sung Eucharist 
 
Sunday 29th December 1st Sunday of Christmas  8 am Holy Communion 
       1030 a.m Sung Eucharist  

H ark! the herald angels sing: 
‘Glory to the new-born King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!’ 
Joyful, all ye nations rise! 
Join the triumph of the skies! 
With the angelic host proclaim: 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem!’ 
Hark! the herald angels sing: 
‘Glory to the new-born King!’ 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord: 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail the incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with man to dwell: 
Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark! the herald angels sing: 
‘Glory to the new-born King!’ 

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing: 
‘Glory to the new-born King!’ 

Words: Charles Wesley 1707-1788 
Music: F. Mendelssohn  T. Whitefield, M. Madan and others. 
 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 
The congregation is asked to sit or leave quietly during the organ voluntary  
following the service. You are most welcome to join with others for refreshments after the ser-
vice at the back of church. 



The Wardens and Ministry team wish you  

a  Holy and Happy Christmas 


