What’s on

Regular worship at St Mary’s
8 May
9 May

Sunday
8.00am Eucharist
10.30am Sung Eucharist
Tuesday
7.30am Morning Prayer
Wednesday
7.30am Morning Prayer
10.00am Eucharist
Thursday
7.30am Morning Prayer
10.00am Pre-School Praise
Friday
7.30am Morning Prayer
9.15am Eucharist in St Mary’s
School
Services marked take place in
St.Mary’s Church, Church Lane.
Pre-School Praise and the Friday morning

Loving Father,
We pray for our Parish during this vacancy period.
We pray for our Church
Wardens and PCC as they
lead us at this time.
Help us to share
responsibility, love one
another and care for those
in need. Together, may we
flourish and continue to
grow in faith.
By the power of your Holy
Spirit, stir the heart of our
new Priest to
discern your Will.
Prepare them to serve You
and this Parish with love
and joy. Amen
Ascension Stained Glass
Colouring Window

Website:
www.stmarysprestwich.org
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich
Post:
St Mary the Virgin, Church
Lane, Prestwich, M25 1AN
Assistant Curate:
Rev. Carole Barnet
tel. 0161 766 2774
Church Wardens:
Stewart Barnet
tel. 07950 354445
Susie Mapledoram
tel. 07710 557833

Breathing Space
PreSchool Praise
begins
14 May PCC
22 May Archdeacons Visitation
At All Saints, Stand
St Mary’s parish prayer
Loving Father,
we pray your blessing on our
parish.
Help us to have hearts open to
your Holy Spirit.
Give us the courage to follow
the way of Christ.
Strengthen us to be faithful in
prayer and loving service.
Help us to play our part in
building up your Kingdom here
and now. Amen.

Monthly News—May 2019

Free

Welcome
Welcome to the May edition of
our Parish monthly news and
round up.
Last month we focused on the
imminent
Annual
Church
meeting and arrival of Jesus into Jerusalem culminating in his
death on the cross and the
great festival of Easter when he
appeared to the women outside
the empty tomb.
May turns our attention to the
Ascension of Jesus, the departure of Christ from Earth into
the presence of God. The biblical narrative in Chapter 1 of the
Acts of the Apostles takes place
40 days after the resurrection:
Jesus is taken up from the disciples in their sight, a cloud hides
him from view, and two men in
white appear to tell them that
he will return "in the same way
you have seen him go into
heaven." In the Christian tradition, reflected in the major
Christian creeds and confessional statements, the ascension is connected with the exaltation of Jesus, meaning that
through his ascension, Jesus

and while the Anglican communion continues to observe
the feast, most Protestant
churches have abandoned the
observance.

took his seat at the right hand
of God: "He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father
Almighty."
In Christian art, the ascending
Jesus is often shown blessing
an earthly group below him, signifying the entire Church. The
Feast of the Ascension is celebrated on the 40th day of Easter, always a Thursday; the Orthodox tradition has a different
calendar up to a month later
than in the Western tradition,

A single work from the same
author, provides the only narrative account of the ascension.
Luke chapter 24 tells how Jesus
leads the eleven disciples to
Bethany, a village on the Mount
of Olives, where he instructs
them to remain in Jerusalem
until the coming of the Holy
Spirit: "And it came to pass,
while he blessed them, he parted from them, and was carried
up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy." Acts 1
describes a meal at which Jesus
commands the disciples to
await the coming of the Holy
Spirit, a cloud takes him upward
from sight, and two men in
white appear to tell them (the
disciples) that he will return "in
the same way you have seen
him go into heaven." Luke and
Acts appear to describe the
same event, but present quite
different chronologies, Luke

placing it on the same day as
the resurrection and Acts forty
days afterwards; various proposals have been put forward
to resolve the contradiction,
but the question remains open.

Breathing Space

The Gospel of John has three
references to ascension in Jesus' own words: "No one has
ascended into heaven but he
who descended from heaven,
the son of man" (John 3:13);
"What if you (the disciples)
were to see the son of man ascending where he was before?" (John 6:62); and to Mary
Magdalene after his resurrection, "Do not hold me, for I not
yet ascended to my father..." (John 20:17). In the first
and second Jesus is claiming to
be the apocalyptic "one like a
son of man" of Daniel 7; the
last has mystified commentators – why should Mary be prohibited from touching the risen
but not yet ascended Christ,
while Thomas is later invited to
do so?

2nd Wednesday of each
month

Celebrate Ascension
The Ascension will be celebrated, as on previous years, with
our Partnership parishes, at
St.George’s, Simister on Thursday 25 May at 7-30pm. All are
welcome.

17th May- International Day
Against Homophobia and Transphobia
In almost 80 countries around
the world, loving someone of
the same sex is still considered
illegal, at times involving lifetime imprisonment and, in nine

“A time for you
with God”

Next 8 May
8-00pm to 8-45pm in church
countries, it is even punishable
by death!
And in many more countries
still, citizens are denied their
right to live according to their
preferred gender identity.
As well as legal discriminations,
social homophobia and transphobia serve to daily deny millions of people across the world
their basic human dignity.
The International Day Against
Homophobia and Transphobia
(IDAHO) was created in 2004
to draw the attention of policymakers, opinion leaders, social
movements, the public and the
media to this issue.
It is not one centralised campaign; rather it is a moment
that everyone can take advantage of to take action.
The date of May 17th was specifically chosen to commemorate the World Health Organization’s decision in 1990 to declassify homosexuality as a
mental disorder.
The International Day against
Homophobia and Transphobia
is now celebrated in more than
100 countries, in all world regions and in places as diverse
as Australia, Iran, Cameroon or
Albania.
It has received official recognition from several States and
such international institutions
as the European Parliament,

and by countless local authorities. Most United Nations agencies also mark the Day with
specific events.
LGBTI organizations, governments, cities, human rights organizations, corporations and
celebrities have all taken action
on May 17th to:
• Draw media attention to the
issue of homophobia and transphobia
• Organise events which mobilize public opinion
• Demand attention from policymakers and engage in lobbying activities
• Network with like-minded
organizations and develop new
partnerships, at home or beyond
• Mobilize existing constituencies and address new audiences
Book Review

Leonardo da Vinci: A closer look,
by Alan Donnithorne

Nicholas Cranfield comments
on a book and exhibitions that
explore the genius of Leonardo
da Vinci.
TWO years into his retirement,
Alan Donnithorne, the former
Head of Paper Conservation at
Windsor, has produced an ambitious volume that takes 70 of

Leonardo’s celebrated drawings
and uses a range of photographic techniques and spectographic analysis to make possible a much closer examination.
The results are extraordinarily
beautiful, and reveal the complexity of the mind of an artist
who died 500 years ago at the
French court. But the book is
much more than a generously
illustrated coffee-table book
produced to mark the quincentenary.
Donnithorne’s begins by explaining how paper was made
in the 15th century, and then
illustrates the various methods
used by Leonardo: stylus,
metalpoint, ink, chalk, and charcoal, as well as the brush. His
final chapter finds Leonardo’s
own fingerprints on his works.
The book considers other drawings of horses suggesting that,
as well as designs for murals
such as that of the Battle of
Anghiari, commissioned in 1503
by Piero Soderini, which some
claim may lie behind the later
overpainted mural by Giorgio
Vasari in the Palazzo Vecchio,
Leonardo was also commissioned for equestrian statues,

ENJOY
FAMILY FUN, FAITH
AND FOOD
2 JUNE

SEE REV. CAROLE

April ‘19

Porch Boxes
Two hundred and eighty
four pounds

such as that for the Sforza in
Milan.
Until 6 May, 144 of the Renaissance master’s greatest drawings, loaned by the Queen, are
on display in 12 simultaneous
exhibitions across the UK.
“Leonardo da Vinci: A Life in
Drawing” gives the widest-ever
UK audience the opportunity to
see the work of this extraordinary artist. A dozen drawings
have been selected for each
venue to reflect the full range
of
Leonardo’s
interests:
painting, sculpture, architecture, music, anatomy, engineering, cartography, geology, and
botany.
These are on show in Belfast,
Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff,
Derby, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield,
Southampton, and Sunderland.
Later in May, some 200 drawings will be shown in the
Queen’s Gallery in London, of
which 80 will then be seen in
Scotland, at Holyrood, throughout the winter.
Pre School Praise
PreSchool Praise is back in action this month and opens its
doors with a new look on
Thursday 9 May 10-00am for
ages 0-4yrs and their carers.

284-00

Last term the supporters of PSP
raised and donated £284-00 to
support the work of Porch Boxes. We pray and thank God for
the work of outreach to the
young and adult nurture taking
place at St.Mary’s and to all for
their generosity to support the
needy families in our locality.
https://stmarysprestwich.org/
church-groups/pre-schoolpraise/

twitter @stmaryprestwich and
Prestwich Mum’s for news and
updates.
Readings from the
Lectionary for May
5 May- John 21:1-19
12 May– John 10:22-30
19 May - John 13:31-35
26 May- John 14:23-29
30 May Ascension Day
Luke 24:44-end

