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Welcome 

Welcome to the latest edition 

of our Parish monthly news and 

round up in this season of 

Trinity, the longest of the  five 

seasons, is accompanied and 

identified by using the colour of 

green on altar frontals and the 

vestments worn by priests and 

deacons. 

 

The Trinity and worship 

Christian worship is inherently 

Trinitarian. Christians worship 

God in the presence of Christ 

and in unity with the Holy Spirit 

within them. 

So for example: 

• Worship and praise are 

offered "to God through Jesus 

Christ in the Holy Spirit" 

• Blessings are given "In the 

name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit", the 

sign of the Cross is a Trinitarian 

gesture. 

• The creed, the fundamental 

statement of Christian belief, 

sets out the Trinitarian nature 

of God. 

• Baptism is carried out "in 

the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit". 

Eucharistic prayers are firmly 

Trinitarian in concept. 

The traditional doxology is 

Trinitarian: 

Trinitarian doxology 

Glory be to the Father, and to 

the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen 

Many hymns are explicitly 

Trinitarian, such as this one: 

Holy, holy, holy!  

Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song 

shall rise to thee; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and 

mighty, 

God in three Persons, blessed 

Trinity! 

Or this: 

Firmly I believe and truly 

God is Three, and God is One; 

and I next acknowledge duly 

manhood taken by the Son. 

Or this modern classic: 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 

fill this land with the Father's 

glory; 

blaze, Spirit, blaze, 

set our hearts on fire. 

 

The Trinity as a lesson  

to Christians  

The Trinity expresses the way 

Christians relate to God: 

• worship God the Father 

• follow the example set by 

God the Son 

• lived filled with God the 

Holy Spirit 

 

The Trinity as a recipe for life 

The doctrine of the Trinity 

teaches human beings how to 

shape their lives. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/ritesrituals/worship.shtml


Many Christians see the 

relationship between the 

persons of the Trinity as 

providing a recipe for the best 

sort of human relationships. 

These are relationships in 

which individuality is balanced 

with relationship; relationships 

whose basis is mutual love and 

perfect communication. 

 

The American theologian 

Catherine LaCugna suggested 

that the doctrine of the Trinity 

helps humanity answer the 

question. 

She suggested that the Trinity 

taught: 

a theology of relationship, 

which explores the mysteries of 

love, relationship, personhood 

and community within the 

framework of God's 

self-revelation in the person of 

Christ and the activity of the 

Spirit. 

And the key teaching within 

this doctrine of relationship is 

that the best relationships are 

those of equality, mutuality and 

love. 

 

Heritage News 

It is with sadness that the 

Heritage funding advisor for 



the diocese has been one of the 

casualties in the recent budget 

cut backs at Church House. 

Heather’s guidance helped us 

secure funding towards the 

restoration, renewal and 

heritage scheme starting in 

September. Applications to 

secure additional funding from 

different agencies and funding 

streams for our £230k scheme 

continue and we pray that good 

outcomes will be returned. 

Heritage visitor training took 

place last month and the 

Heritage website is up and 

running and is linked to the 

Church website. Our thanks go 

to Andrew West for his 

continued help and support 

with heritage despite his move 

away from the parish. We also 

would like to thank Lindsey and 

Tristan from our congregation 

for their professional skills in 

creating exciting material for 

our heritage programme. 

Sandra Fenge continues to be 

the ‘goto’ person for our 

Heritage Open Days in 

September. More about this 

event in September’s edition. 

stmarysprestwichheritage.org 

 

Churchyard Update 

By Bill Cottam 

 

We are pleased to report that 

the churchyard area is tidier 

than it has been for a long time 

– BUT, as all gardeners know – 

this is the time of year when 

the grass, weeds and 

everything else is growing like 

mad!! 

 

You may have noticed, we have 

a logo. It is based on the church 

as it was in 1850, before 

changes were made to the 

building later on in the century. 

The logo was designed by Jake, 

whose father is a regular 

member of the Churchyard 

Action Group team. 

Early in the year, parts of the 

Churchyard were covered in an 

abundance of snowdrops, blue 

bells and crocuses. But, now 

the grass, weeds, brambles and 

ferns are growing rapidly. We 

are very pleased that David and 

his team from Community 

Service continue to work in our 

churchyard. Without their help, 

it would be impossible for the 

group to keep the area under 

control, especially in the older 

and more inaccessible sections. 

 

During March, we checked the 

safety of the headstones in the 

newer parts of the churchyard. 

For those that might topple 

over, we have paid for a 

contractor to repair them. 

At the moment, there is only a 

small amount of space left for 

new graves. We have obtained 

permission to remove four 

self-seeding trees to provide 

enough space for new burials. 

Already, several replacement 

trees have been planted in 

another part of the churchyard, 

with more planned in the 

future. 

This year, there has been an 

increase in visitors from all over 

the world and also an increase 

Breathing Space 

“A time for you 

with God” 

  2nd Wednesday of each 

month 

Next 10 July  

8-00pm to 8-45pm in church 



in enquiries about graves and 

their locations. We are grateful 

to Sandra Fenge for the work 

she does behind the scenes to 

search the records to try to 

locate, particularly older, 

graves. 

Our normal day-to-day work 

continues and I must thank the 

volunteers who work every 

week keeping the churchyard 

looking neat and tidy. The 

group meets in the churchyard 

every Tuesday morning and 

also on the second Saturday of 

each month (mornings only) 

keeping the borders along the 

paths free from weeds, 

removing litter, tidying around 

graves (including War Graves), 

ashes plots and completing 

many other tasks.  

 

Help is always appreciated. If 

you are not able to join us, 

please consider helping 

financially by contributing £10 

each year to the Churchyard 

Maintenance Scheme (please 

make donations payable to “St 

Mary’s Churchyard Action 

Group”). There is also a 

collection box at the back of 

church. 

Thank you for your help and 

support. 

Fun, Faith and Food Event 

We were delighted to welcome 

40 people of all ages into 

Church on the afternoon of 

Sunday, 2nd June, some regular 

congregation members 

representing all our services 

(including Pre-School Praise), 

others relative or friends. 

Everybody joined in and there 

was a feeling of warmth, 

inclusivity and enjoyment. 

 

Originally planned (as part of 

our Mission Action Plan) to be a 

full weekend involving some 

time away at Whalley Abbey to 

bring people together in a spirit 

of welcome and community as 

we seek to deepen our 

spirituality and faith, it became 

apparent that this would not be 

practical, partly because the 

Abbey was only available the 

end of half term and many 

people, particularly families, 

were away.  

We agreed to truncate the 

weekend into a single day 

whilst not losing sight of our 

real purpose to keep God at the 

centre of all that we do. The 

theme was based on the Holy 

Spirit as a prelude to the 

Festival of Pentecost the 

following week. It was open to 

all ages, involving collective 

participation in a variety of 

activities and concluding with 

hospitality over a ‘bring and 

share’ meal.  

Activities included kite building, 

origami-making in the shape of 

doves, balloons, flame making, 

quizzes, mazes, colouring of 

dove images and mobile 

making - all representing 

different images of the Holy 

Spirit.  

We concluded with a meal, 

sharing answers to the quizzes, 

toasting marshmallows over a 

lighted fire and prayer. Despite 

the weather, we even managed 

to go outside to fly the hand-

made kites. 

 

The day was one of 

relationships, love, inclusive 

community building, hospitality 

and fun whilst keeping the 

Gospel as our focus. It was a 

great success and I pray will 

form the basis to spend more 

time together, including a 

weekend and, in due course, a 

Parish pilgrimage. I invite you 

all to continue to prayerfully 

discern where God is leading us 

all as we work together to grow 

in love for one another and to 

draw more and more people 

into the knowledge and love of 

God. 

In love and prayer 

Carole 



Ordinations in June in Pictures 

Celebration and congratulations to Carole 

Ordained Priest at the Cathedral 22 June  

First Eucharist at St. Mary’s 23 June 

Celebration and congratulations to Adele 

Ordained Deacon at the Cathedral 30 June 

Holy Hour and Eucharist to the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

27 July & 31 August at 11am 

 

Patronal Festival 

8 September 10-30am 



Readings from the 

Lectionary for July & August 

7 July– Luke 10:1-11,16-20 

14 July– Luke 10:25-35 

21 July– Luke 10:38-end 

28July– Luke 11:1-13 

4 Aug– Luke 12:13-21 

11 Aug– Luke 12:32-40 

18 Aug– Luke 12:49-56 

25 Aug– Luke 13:10-17 

 

Wardens Diary 

2 July - Bp Mark 

4 July - Architect meeting 

7 July - Confirmation Service 

9  July - School Leavers Service 

10 July - Breathing Space 

11 July - PreSchool Praise 

19 July - Final Eucharist of 

School year 

24 July - Interview Panel 

26 July - Wedding 

27 July - Holy Hour 

30 July - PCC 

3 Aug - Wedding 

10 Aug - Wedding 

31 Aug  Holy Hour 

 

Book Review 

Lyle Dennen praises a church-

wardens’ guide 

GIVEN its title, this book is sur-

prisingly delightful. The subtitle 

makes this clear: How to thrive 

being a churchwarden. The key 

word is “thrive”. Matthew 

Clements, with years of solid 

experience, gives an abundance 

of practical advice about how 

to do the job well. By his style 

of telling stories, packed with 

insight, understanding, and 

humour, he makes it sound 

even enjoyable. 

In all the years that I was a 

parish priest and then an 

archdeacon, I would have loved 

to have this book to thrust into 

the hands of a new 

churchwarden or someone 

considering standing for 

election. Clements tells it as it 

is. But, behind all the lists, filling 

out forms, duties, and building 

worries, he shows how the 

churchwarden is a key person 

in offering warmth, welcome, 

compassion, and integrity — the 

best of lay leadership in the 

Church of England 

As Clements paints the portrait, 

even with the times of 

annoyance, frustration, and 

anger, he still evokes the 

churchwarden as an answer to 

Bishop Edward King’s call for 

more “homely English Saints”. 

Clements sees a deep 

spirituality in the churchwarden 

doing ordinary things 

consistently well. If I were to 

commission an icon of a 

churchwarden, I would send 

the iconographer Clements’s 

story of himself in a heavy rain, 

in a safe place on the church 

roof, with one hand holding an 

umbrella over his head and the 

other with a long stick clearing 

the gutters. Of such as these is 

the Kingdom of God: doing 

things for others, doing things 

for Christ. 

The book is filled with pithy 

good advice, for example: 

“always address the cause of a 

problem, not the symptom.” He 

goes through all the 

fundamental responsibilities, 

the relationship with the Vicar 

and the leadership team, 

security, safeguarding, money, 

meetings, and buildings. Lots of 

valuable detail. All these topics 

are made alive by his own 

stories, which he uses as 

examples. But he is clear about 

the goals — to make the church 

a place of welcome and a place 

that is loved. 

The last two chapters are a 

brilliant conclusion: next to last 

is “Things I Have Disliked or 

Done Wrong”, and the final 

chapter is “Things I Have Done 

Right”. For Clements, the 

disliked and wrong often 

centred on others’ not 

appreciating the enormous 

amount of work done by a 

churchwarden; and for things 



done right it is the realisation 

that the work is done for God. 

The Ven. Dr Lyle Dennen is a 

former Archdeacon of 

Hackney. 

The Canonisation of John Henry 

Newman 

The Church of England warmly 

welcomes the announcement 

by Pope Francis that John 

Henry Newman is to be 

canonised later this year.  

Newman, a former Anglican 

priest who became a Roman 

Catholic in 1845 – midway 

through his life – and eventu-

ally a Cardinal, is regarded as 

one of the most influential 

figures from his era for both 

Anglicanism and Roman 

Catholicism. 

An important theologian 

preacher and pastor in his 

years as an Anglican priest, he 

was one of the key leaders of 

the Oxford Movement that 

heralded a revival in the life of 

the Victorian Church of 

England that spread around 

the Anglican Communion. 

He remains a central figure in 

both Catholic and Anglican 

theology: a profound scholar, 

powerful preacher and the 

founder of religious 

communities. 

Newman, who as beatified by 

Pope Benedict XVI in 2010, is 

also commemorated in the 

calendar of the Church of 

England on the date of his 

death – 11 August. 

The Rt Revd Christopher 

Foster, Bishop of Portsmouth, 

Co-Chair of the English and 

Welsh Anglican–Roman 

Catholic Committee, said: “The 

canonisation of Blessed John 

Henry Newman is very good 

news for the Catholic Church 

in England and Wales, and we 

give thanks with them for this 

recognition of a holy life 

formed in both our 

communions that continues to 

be an inspiration for us all. 

“Both as an Anglican and as a 

Catholic, his contribution to 

theology, to education and to 

the modelling of holiness 

resonates to this day around 

the world and across the 

churches.” 

Along with his colleagues in 

Oxford in the 1830s and 

1840s, Newman contributed 

to a renewal in the 

understanding of Anglicanism 

as standing in continuity with 

the early and medieval Church. 

The work of Newman, Pusey, 

Keble and others from this 

period had profound effects on 

liturgy and worship; church 

architecture; theological study; 

pastoral practice; missionary 

work; spirituality and the 

religious life. The movement 

they led within the Church of 

England became known as 

Anglo-Catholicism. 

A delegation representing the 

Anglican Communion and the 

Church of England will be  

at the canonisation in Rome on 

13 October 2019. 

Rose Hudson-Wilkin named as 

next Bishop of Dover 

The Queen has approved the 

appointment of the Revd 

Preb Rose Hudson-Wilkin, 

Chaplain to the Speaker of the 

House of Commons and Priest 

in Charge of St Mary-at-Hill, 

London, as the next Bishop of 

Dover, Downing Street has 

announced. 

The new bishop was 

introduced to the Diocese by 

the Archbishop of Canterbury 

at a visit to St George’s School 

in Broadstairs. 

She said: "I am excited to have 

been called to be the next 

bishop of Dover in the Diocese 

of Canterbury with its long 

history of Christian witness. 

"I am looking forward to 

journeying with the people of 

Kent, celebrating the good 

news of hope, love and justice. 



Regular worship at St Mary’s  

 
Sunday  
8.00am Eucharist BCP 
10.30am Sung Eucharist CW 
Tuesday 
7.30am Morning Prayer 
8-15am Eucharist CW 
Wednesday 
7.30am Morning Prayer 
8-15am Eucharist CW 
Thursday 
7.30am Morning Prayer 
8-15am Eucharist CW 
10.00am *Pre-School Praise  
Friday  
7.30am Morning Prayer 
9.15am *Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
Services marked * take place 
during school term time only 
 
 

Website:  
www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
Post:  
St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, Prestwich, M25 1AN    
 
Assistant Curate: 
Rev. Carole Barnet  
tel. 0161 766 2774 
Assistant Curate: 
Rev. Adele McKie 
tel. 07946 383024 
 
Church Wardens:  
Stewart Barnet 
tel. 07950 354445 
Susie Mapledoram 
tel. 07710 5578338 

St Mary’s parish prayer 
Loving Father,  
we pray your blessing on our 
parish.   
Help us to have hearts open to 
your Holy Spirit.   
Give us the courage to follow 
the way of Christ.   
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.   
Help us to play our part in  
building up your Kingdom here 
and now.  Amen. 

Loving Father,  
We pray for our Parish  

during this vacancy period. 
We pray for our Church  

Wardens and PCC as they 
lead us at this time. 

Help us to share  
responsibility, love one  

another and care for those 
in need. Together, may we  
flourish and continue to 

grow in faith. 
By the power of your Holy 
Spirit, stir the heart of our 

new Priest to 
discern your Will. 

Prepare them to serve You 
and this Parish with love 

and joy.  Amen 


