What’s on

St Mary’s parish prayer

Regular worship at St Mary’s

Loving Father, we pray your
blessing on our parish. Help us
to have hearts open to your Holy Spirit. Give us the courage to
follow the way of Christ.
Strengthen us to be faithful in
prayer and loving service. Help
us to play our part in building up
your Kingdom here and now.

Sunday
8.00am Eucharist
10.30am Sung Eucharist
Tuesday
7.30am Morning Prayer
Wednesday
7.30am Morning Prayer
10.00am Eucharist
Thursday
7.30am Morning Prayer
10.00am Pre-School Praise
Friday
7.30am Morning Prayer
9.15am Eucharist in St Mary’s
School
Services marked take place in
St.Mary’s Church, Church Lane.
Pre-School Praise and the Friday morning School Eucharist
do not take place during the
Easter holidays.
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Loving Father,
We pray for our Parish during this
vacancy period.
We pray for our Church
Wardens and PCC as they lead us at
this time.
Help us to share
responsibility, love one
another and care for those in need.
Together, may we
flourish and continue to grow in
faith.
By the power of your Holy Spirit, stir
the heart of our new Priest to
discern your Will.
Prepare them to serve You and this
Parish with love and joy.
Amen

Spot the Difference – The Easter Empty Tomb (Read about it in the Gospel of John, Chapter 20).

Welcome from the Wardens
The holy season of Lent leads
us to the drama of Palm Sunday
and we have the daily devotions of Holy Week to prepare
us for Easter. At St. Mary’s we
have a rich diet of services
which help us to enter more
deeply into the presence of
God and to feed our souls. It is
important that we prepare well
for Easter so that when the
great day of Resurrection
comes we are ready to celebrate the defeat of death and
the promise of eternal life with
all our hearts and minds and
souls. On Easter Eve, the Saturday before Easter, 20 April at 800pm, please try and make a
special effort this year to be at
the Easter Vigil. We gather
around a bonfire outside the
church, we light the Easter Candle, we enter a dark church and
we retell the story of salvation
by candle light. Eventually we
sing the Gloria, bells ring and
we rejoice that Christ has risen!
It is a wonderful service and is
the high point of our life together at St.Mary’s and important that we can celebrate
together.

Free
APCM
7 April is Passion Sunday but it
is also the day of our Annual
Parochial Meeting. This is the
day on which we review the
past year, thank God for the
blessings of our life together
and elect office holders for the
coming year. Our report this
year focuses on our activities
during the year and our journey, as a congregation and pick
out key messages for us all to
ingest and celebrate.

thank God every day for the
blessings of your life, thank God
for the gift of faith and, at this
time of Vacancy, thank God for
St. Mary’s.

As Lent comes to a close and as
Susie & Stewart
we prepare to celebrate Easter,

We want to pay tribute to the
members of the Parochial
Church Council. Underpinned
by prayer, much of the sustained growth we have experienced has been by members of
the PCC. They are an amazing
group to work alongside and
the depth of their faith and
their commitment to living the
Gospel is inspiring. The life of
this parish depends totally on
God and on the co-operation
and hard work of so many people.
We must continue to be a missionary church which is outward facing. Over the past few
years, and inspired by God, we
have set a very clear direction
of travel for the parish and it is

vitally important that we maintain our commitment to the vision God has given us and we
do not lose sight of our
Mission Action Plan
By 2020 we aim to:
1.Be alive with prayer and
spiritual depth.
2.Have more 14-25 year old
members.
3. Be a community renowned
for teaching the faith well and
attractively where new
disciples grow.
4. Be financially stable and give
away at least 10% of our
income.
5. Have adequate car parking
and be able to host gatherings/
meetings/events in high quality
facilities.
With gratitude and God’s blessing we thank all involved in
ministry in this Parish for there
part in the growth story of
St.Mary’s.
Their commitment and dedication in children and adult nurture ministry continues to grow
and bear fruit from surprising
places, and the sick and those
in need continue to receive
Holy Communion in their
homes.
Following a successful HLF
grant application, essential
building repairs and restoration,
work will begin in the Spring/
Summer of 2019. We thank
you for your prayers and for all
that you do for the glory of
God and the continued growth
of the church.

Breathing Space
“A time for you
with God”
2nd Wednesday of each
month
Next 10 April
8-00pm to 8-45pm in church

prayer breaks delivered to your
inbox every morning. A mobile
app is also available. Why not
consider using these during
Lent? For more information, go
to
www.loyolapress.com/3minute-retreats-daily-onlineprayer.htm.

Hissop
“BREATHING SPACE” is a sim- The fresh herb is commonly
ple ministry that offers rest and used in cooking. Za'atar is a faquiet in a church setting, en- mous Middle Eastern herbal
couraging us to slow down and
seek God in silence. We provide the space, and the Holy
Spirit does the rest. We don’t
know what goes on in individual lives, but given the opportunity, we can realise how busy
our minds have become. There
is something special about retreating in a sanctified and holy
space, and God blesses that intention. Rev. Carole
3 Minute Retreats
invite you to take a short pray- mix which has dried Hyssop
er break at your computer leaves as one of the main ingredients (sumac being the other).
Essence of hyssop can be obtained by steaming, and is used
in cooking to a lesser extent.
The plant is commonly used by
beekeepers to produce a rich
and aromatic honey.
Herb hyssop leaves are used as
an aromatic condiment. The
leaves have a lightly bitter taste
screen. Spend some quiet time due to its tannins, and an inreflecting on a Scripture pas- tense minty aroma. Due to its
sage, and respond in prayer. intensity, it is used moderately
You can receive a link to each in cooking. The herb is also
day’s Retreat by email. Sign up used to flavour liqueur, and is
on the website to have these part of the official formulation

of Chartreuse. In herbal medicine hyssop is believed to have
soothing, expectorant, and
cough suppressant properties.
Hyssop has been used for centuries in traditional medicine in
order to increase circulation
and to treat multiple conditions
such as coughing and sore All are welcome at our
throat. Hyssop can stimulate celebrations for Holy Week
and Easter:
the gastrointestinal system.
Sunday 14 April
0800 Holy Communion BCP
1030 Palm Sunday Eucharist,
with Palm Procession & the
reading of the Passion Gospel
Monday 15 April
1930 Stations of the Cross
Tuesday 16 April
1930 Stations of the Cross
Wednesday 17 April
1000 Holy Communion BCP
1930 ‘Breathing Space’
Maundy Thursday 18 April
1930 Eucharist of the
Rev. Owen Edwards
Last Supper followed by
A Notice by the Bishop of Mid- Vigil of Prayer till 2200
dleton, read by the Archdeacon Good Friday 19 April
of Bolton at the Eucharist on 1100 Walk of Witness
the 24 March announced that 1400 Liturgy of the Cross
Assistant Curate, Owen Ed- Holy Saturday 20 April
2000 Easter Liturgy, followed
wards would be leaving his by celebration
ministry here at St.Mary’s on Sunday 21 April – Easter Day
Sunday 31 March to complete 0800 Holy Communion BCP
his training in the neighbouring 1030 Sung Festival Eucharist
parish
of
St.Pauls
and Pre School Praise
St.Andrews, Kersall Moor in the
absence of a training Incumbent at St.Mary’s. We thank
him for his ministry among us
and wish him well in his new
parish. He will continue to live
on Rectory Lane.
Electoral Roll Renewal
Please remember to complete a new Electoral Roll
form before the APCM.
April 7 2019

Is taking a extended break during the Easter holidays. Please
check the Church website
https://stmarysprestwich.org/
church-groups/pre-schoolpraise/
twitter @stmaryprestwich and
Prestwich Mum’s for returning
date.

Readings from the Lectionary
for April
7 April - John 12:1-8
14 April - Luke 19:28-40

Liturgy of the Palms

14 April - Luke 23:1-49

Liturgy of the Passion

15 April - John 12:1-11
16 April - John 13:21-32
17 April - John 12:20-36
18 April - John 13:1-17,31-35
19 April - John 18:1-19,42
20 April - John 19:38-42
21 April - John 20:1-18
28 April - John 20:19-31

You can donate any nonperishable food items or toiletries which are well within
their best before date. Smaller
tins and packets are better.
We can also accept items
such as disposable nappies
and baby food. We put together seasonal packs to help
families when they often need
it most, so relevant seasonal
items are always useful
(Easter eggs, toys, sweets and
chocolate). If you want to
help but can’t get to one of
our donation points, you can
also donate money to support
our charity via our
Charity Checkout page.
We use the funds to buy food
and other specific items to
ensure our boxes meet the
needs of the people we support.

