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From the Rector 

We are often told that change is 
one of the most stressful things in 
our lives.  Even small changes can 
upset and disturb us let alone big 
changes like moving house or 
starting a new job.  As we enter 
into Advent and approach 
Christmas we are preparing 
ourselves for the most significant 
change in all human history.  The 
moment that God came to earth 
in human flesh in the form of the 
Christ child everything changed 
forever.  The incarnation, God 
taking on human form, represents 
a change filled with hope and joy 
and renewal.  The change which 
Christmas represents is filled with 
challenge but it is certainly not 
stressful.  God took on human 
flesh to live alongside us, to show 
us his true nature and to enable 
us to experience the reality of his 
love, acceptance and forgiveness.  
As the baby Jesus grew into 
adulthood the whole of humanity 
was invited into a different way of 
living.  The Gospels show us that 
Jesus reached out to the 
marginalised and the oppressed, 
he included the outsider and he 

showed a special priority for 
children and young people.  This 
marks a change of huge 
proportions in a society where 
slavery was the order of the day 
and where life was cheap.  
Christmas shows us that God 
intends for all human life to be 
invested with dignity and respect.  
This holy season invites us to 
renew again our commitment to 
seeing God in each other and in 
seeking to build a new community 
marked by love and acceptance.  
If you are feeling stressed at this 
time of year just pause for a 
moment and remind yourself 
what Christmas is really about: 
the liberating, life changing 
presence of God in the reality of 
our lives.  This will be my last 
Christmas at St. Mary’s and I am 
looking forward to marking 
Advent as we always do and 
preparing ourselves to celebrate 
the deep joy of Christmas in our 
many services. 

   
Every year on Christmas Eve we 
have a Crib Service at 4pm which 
is aimed at children and their 
families.  It is incredibly well 
attended, last year there were 
over 400 people present.  At the 
end of the service I always invite 
the congregation to come to the 
front, to gaze at the crib and to 
adore the child in the stable.  I 
encourage people to light a 
candle and to say a prayer before 

they leave.  Most years people 
crowd to the front, ten a breast, 
jostling to get a good view of Jesus 
and eager to pray.  As I stand at 
the back and watch people crowd 
around the crib and gaze at Jesus 
my heart soars and I rejoice that 
in this parish the people of God 
long to be close to Jesus, they long 
to pray and they long to keep this 
feast of feasts.  I thank God for all 
that has been over the past five 
years and I want to thank all of 
you for the love, support and 
prayers that you have offered to 
me as I have tried to minister 
amongst you.  Embrace the 
change that God invites you into 
and know that God will guide you 
and guard you and that he will 
deeply and richly bless you and 
this parish.  May God continue to 
bless you in the years to come and 
may you always long to be close 
to Jesus.  With love, Chris. 

 

Christmas at St Mary’s 

 

Sunday 23 December  

8am Eucharist 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

6pm Festival of 9 Lessons and 

Carols 

Monday 24 December  

4pm Crib Service  

11.30pm Midnight Eucharist 

Tuesday 25 December  

8am Eucharist 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 
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On Sunday 6 January 2019 we will 
celebrate the Feast of the 
Epiphany.   The 10.30am Sung 
Eucharist will be Chris Wedge’s 
last service as Rector of St 
Mary’s.   
 
Open House at the Rectory on 
Saturday 5 January from 3pm-
6pm or 7pm until late.  All are 
welcome for festive drinks and 
nibbles. 
 
Churchyard News 

 
Thanks go to members of our 
Churchyard Action Group who 
worked to clear many more family 
war graves this year in time for 
Remembrance Sunday.  Special 
thanks to Alan, Ruth and Tom who 
positioned the remembrance 
crosses again this year.  The poem 
below “Lest we forget” has been 
written by Jerry Surfleet.  Many of 
Jerry’s hand-crafted bird boxes 
are installed around our church 
yard.   
 

“Lest we forget” 
We stand together at our parade 
to honour the sacrifices that you 
have made.  We now can live 
with very few fears.  We owe you 
a debt, but we are in arrears. 
 
We meet each year at the 
cenotaph to remember your 
deeds, and in the aftermath.   
For it’s you, our heroes, we’ve 
come to salute as you were 
determined and so resolute. 
 
As we listen in horror to what 
we’re told of your actions then, 
And that you didn’t grow old.  
What you did then for our 
defences, while enduring life in 
bloody trenches. 
 
In life we cannot ever forget 
We know, that for you the sun 
has set.  So to you all you officers 
and other ranks, please accept 
our heartfelt THANKS. 
 
The Advent Wreath  

 
The Advent wreath (pictured 
above) has three purple candles, 
reflecting the liturgical colour for 
Advent, with a pink candle for the 
third Sunday of Advent when 
rose-pink vestments are 
traditionally worn.  The fifth, 
white, candle, is lit on Christmas 
Day.  There are several traditions 
about the symbolism of each 
candle, among them that the first 

candle refers to the Patriarchs, 
the second the Prophets, the third 
John the Baptist, the fourth the 
Virgin Mary and the final candle 
the Christ.  Each of the four 
Sundays reminds us of those who 
prepared for the coming of Christ.  
“The Patriarchs” can focus on 
Abraham, our father in faith, and 
David, the ancestor in whose city 
Jesus was born.  “The Prophets” 
gives an opportunity to reflect on 
the way the birth of the Messiah 
was foretold: John who 
proclaimed the Saviour, and 
Mary, who bore him in her womb: 
Lord Jesus, light of the world, 
born in David’s city of 
Bethlehem, born like him to be a 
king: be born in our hearts at 
Christmas, be King of our lives 
today.  Amen. 

 
Huge thanks to everyone who 
supported St Mary’s Christmas 
Fair last month, with special 
thanks to Susie for all her great 
organisation.  A total of £3200 
was raised for church funds.  

Above Santa arrives in his grotto.    
 

Junior Advent Group 
  “God, Pizza and the Movies” for 
Year 7 and above on Wednesday 
5, 12 and 19 December after 
school at the Rectory.  Consent 
forms and more information from 
Adele McKie – Telephone 0161 
773 9544
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Diary Dates 
Wednesday 5 December – Junior Advent Group starts 
Friday 7 December – Advent Evenings begin (sorry 
this group is now full) 
Sunday 23 December – Traditional service of 9 lessons 
and carols at 6pm 

Saturday 5 January – Open House at the Rectory 3-
6pm and 7pm til late 
Sunday 6 January – Feast of the Epiphany 
Sunday 13 January – Prestwich Mission Partnership 
Anniversary at the 10.30 Eucharist 
 

 

Let God be your companion at 
Christmas  
A reflection by Henri Nouwen 

 
“God came to us because he 
wanted to join us on the road, to 
listen to our story, and to help us 
realise that we are not walking in 
circles but moving toward the 
house of peace and joy.  This is the 
great mystery of Christmas that 
continues to give us comfort and 
consolation: we are not alone on 
our journey.  The God of love who 
gave us life sent his only Son to be 
with us at all times and in all 
places, so that we never have to 
feel lost in our struggles but 
always can trust that he walks 
with us.   
 
“The challenge is to let God be 
who he wants to be.  A part of us 
clings to our aloneness and does 
not allow God to touch us where 
we are most in pain.  Often we 
hide from him precisely those 
places in ourselves where we feel 
guilty, ashamed, confused and 
lost.  Thus we do not give him a 
chance to be with us where we 
feel most alone.  Christmas is the 
renewed invitation not to be 
afraid and to let him – whose love 
is greater than our own hearts 
and minds can comprehend – be 
our companion.” 
 

 

 
Pray as you go is a daily prayer 
session, designed for use on 
portable devices (apps are 
available for iOS and Android), to 
help you pray whenever you find 
time, but perhaps particularly 
whilst travelling to and from 
work.  A prayer session is 
produced for every day of the 
working week - lasting around ten 
minutes, it combines music, 
scripture and some questions for 
reflection. The aim is to help 
listeners to become more aware 
of God's presence; to listen and 
reflect on God's word; and to 
grow in relationship with God.  
Pray as you go is produced by 
Jesuit Media Initiatives.  More 
information is at www.pray-as-
you-go.org 
 

On Sunday 13 January we shall 
mark the anniversary of the 
formation of the Prestwich 

Mission Partnership.  Canon Steve 
Williams (Vicar of St Gabriel’s 
Prestwich) will preside and 
preach at St Mary’s at 10.30am. 
 
First Holy Communions 

 
On Sunday 4 November we 
celebrated All Saints Sunday 
including first Holy Communion 
for fifteen of our young people – 
the largest number of candidates 
for some years.  The children are 
pictured above before the 
service. 

 
Food and Faith 

 
“Food and Faith” meets monthly 
for the older members of our 
Youth Group.  Above the group is 
enjoying Sunday lunch together at 
the Rectory.  
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Community Defibrillator Appeal  

St Mary’s School has submitted a 
bid to the Co-op Community Fund 
to purchase a defibrillator. If you 
have a Co-op membership please 
follow the link from the parish 
website at 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/wh
ats-on/notices to support our 
cause and if you make purchases 
(including at Co-op funeral care), 
then our project will receive a 
donation.  Please share this 
information with your friends. 
 
St Mary’s Monthly News 
This is the final issue of St Mary’s 
Monthly News.  From 2019 
onwards, the church wardens will 
be issuing a bi-monthly news 
sheet with a reflection from the 
ministry team and information on 
events at St Mary’s.  Look out for 
the first issue in the new year.   
 
Children and young people are a 
valued part of our community. 

During School term, Junior 
Church meets on Sunday at 
10.30am.  The Prestwich Mission 
Partnership Youth Group meets 
on Sunday at 6.30pm.  Food & 
Faith (for older members of the 
Youth Group) meets monthly for 
Sunday lunch.  The 22nd Prestwich 
Scout Group meets on weekday 
evenings.  Pre-School Praise is on 
Thursdays at 10am.  We enjoy a 
close relationship with our Parish 
School.  More information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 

St Mary’s parish prayer: 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help us 
to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   
 
Sunday Gospel Readings  

 
 
On Advent Sunday we begin “Year 
C” in the church lectionary.  
Sunday Gospel readings during 
the year will mainly be from the 
Gospel of Luke.  We now use the 
same set of readings at the 8am 
and the 10.30am service on 
Sundays. 
 
2 December ADVENT 
Luke 21: 25-36 
9 December ADVENT 2 
Luke 3: 1-6 
16 December ADVENT 3 
Luke 3: 7-18 
23 December ADVENT 4 
Luke 1: 39-45 
30 December CHRISTMAS 1 
Luke 2: 41-end 

 

 

Regular worship at St Mary’s    

 
Sunday  
8.00am Eucharist 
10.30am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
Wednesday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
10.00am Eucharist 
Thursday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
10.00am Pre-School Praise  
Friday  
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
9.15am Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
 
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at 
the Rectory, Church Lane.   

 

 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, Prestwich, M25 1AN    
 
Rector:  Chris Wedge telephone 
0161 773 2912 
Assistant Curate: Carole Barnet 
telephone 0161 766 2774 
Assistant Curate: Owen Edwards 
telephone 07512760823 
Church Wardens:  
Stewart Barnet tel 07950 354445; 
Susie Mapledoram tel 07710 
557833  


