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From the Rector 

During 2017 I was able to take 
part in a 30 day guided retreat.  I 
suspect it will be a once in a 
lifetime experience and when it 
was over I knew that it was life 
changing.  This retreat provoked 
in me a desire to explore God’s 
call on my life with fresh eyes and 
to dare to contemplate a change 
of direction.  It became 
increasingly clear that I was being 
invited by the God of love to a life 
of silence and stillness, a life 
where prayer is the focus.  It has 
taken me a whole year to unpack 
this and to seek advice from those 
closest to me, from my Spiritual 
Director and from our Bishops.  So 
many things have happened in 
the past twelve months to 
confirm this call and to point me 
in the right direction.  So, after 
five wonderful years I will be 
leaving St. Mary’s to focus on 
living with more silence and 
entering more deeply into a life of 
prayer.  We will be living at our 
house in deepest rural 
Lincolnshire but I will still have 
permission to officiate in the 
Diocese of Manchester. I will 
continue to be a Spiritual Director 
(this involves meeting with 
individuals who want to reflect on 

their prayer life and to listen 
attentively to God as he reveals 
himself in their lives).  I already 
see quite a large number of 
people in Greater Manchester for 
Spiritual Direction and I will 
continue this ministry as well as 
developing it in Lincolnshire.  I will 
miss being a parish priest 
enormously and I will miss all of 
you but I know that when God 
calls us he always offers us ‘life in 
all fullness’ (John 10: 10).  There is 
never a good time to leave a 
parish that you love but there is 
always a right time and the right 
time for me is now as God has 
called me to something different, 
something surprising and 
something which I know will be 
deeply challenging.  Please pray 
for me in the weeks to come and 
pray that God will continue to 
bless this wonderful parish as He 
has done for almost a thousand 
years.  God is good and always 
calls us towards life in all fullness 
today and forever.   
With love, Chris. 
 
There But Not There 

 
There But Not There is a national 
commemorative campaign to 
install   transparent seated 
military figures - perspex 
silhouettes known as ‘Tommies’ -  
in communities across the UK 
over the period of Remembrance 
Sunday 2018 - the centenary 
commemoration of the end of the 
1914-1918 First World War.  

There But Not There is part of the 
work of a new charity 
“Remembered”, which has its 
headquarters at the Royal 
Hospital in Chelsea.  Remembered 
aims to commemorate the fallen 
through highlighting the sacrifices 
made; to educate all generations, 
particularly today’s younger 
generation, to understand what 
led to the slaughter of 888,246 
British and Commonwealth men; 
and also to help heal those 
suffering from the hidden wounds 
of post-traumatic stress disorder 
and other lasting legacies of 
combat.   

 
Thanks to several generous 
donations, we have purchased 
eight ‘Tommies’ for installation in 
St Mary’s on Remembrance 
Sunday 2018.  During the 
10.30am Eucharist the names of 
the 1914-18 dead from St Mary’s 
parish will be read aloud, and at 
the altar on that day we shall be 
using a chalice which was 
originally used by a military 
chaplain on service during the 
First World War. 
 
St Mary’s Charitable Giving 

Recently members of the 
congregation voted on a local, 
national, and international charity 
to be the beneficiaries of giving 
from St Mary’s in 2018-19, in line 
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with the Parochial Church 
Council’s charitable giving policy.  
The three selected charities are 
the 22nd Prestwich Scouts (local), 
the Alzheimers Society (national) 

and Water Aid (international).  
 
St Mary’s Churchyard 
Maintenance Scheme 

Week by week members of the 
Churchyard Action Group work to 
improve the appearance of our 
huge churchyard.  In this work the 
Group is supported by donations 
made via St Mary’s Churchyard 
Maintenance Scheme.  If you 
have a grave or memorial plot at 
St Mary’s, or simply if you wish to 
support this valuable work, please 
consider making an annual 
donation of £10.  Cheques should 
be made payable to “St Mary’s 
Churchyard Action Group”. 
Donations can be given to Bill 
Cottam or Lynne Hardman.  Thank 
you for your support.  
 

 
St Mary’s Advent Group “Your 
Kingdom Come” – an opportunity 
to deepen your life of prayer 
through The Lord’s Prayer - three 
Friday evenings at the Rectory on 
7, 14 & 21 December 2018 at 
7.30pm.  Includes a meal.  Places 
limited – please sign up in church.   

 
The Real Advent Calendar is a fun 
way to share the Christmas story. 
The calendar comes with a 
Christmas story activity book 
designed to be used every day in 
Advent. Of course fair-trade 
chocolate is also involved! More 
information can be found on the 
web at www.realadvent.co.uk 
 
Violence Against Women 

During November the United 
Nations marks a period of 16 days 
of action towards ending violence 
against women.  More 
information can be found on the 
UN website at 
www.unwomen.org.  The 
Anglican Mission agency USPG 
has produced two special short 
prayers for the occasion: 
  
Loving God, you long for us to live 
in peace, we grieve with you for 
the violence in our world.  Help us 
to protect the vulnerable and all 
who suffer, offering with love a 
safe place for all in need.  Amen 
  
Lord Jesus, born of the blessed 
Virgin Mary, pour your blessings 
on all women and children today, 
especially those who face 
discrimination and 
violence.  Reveal to them their 
worth and dignity before you.  
Amen 
 

 
St Mary’s Christmas Fair will take 
place at St Mary’s School on 
Saturday 24 November 2018 
from 10am-1pm with fun for all 
the family.    
 

St Mary’s Heritage News 

 
 
Recent issues of Monthly News 
have included updates on our 
planned application to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.  We are 
pleased to report that the 
application has now been 
submitted and we hope to hear 
the outcome in the new year.  We 
are grateful for your continued 
prayers for all those involved in 
planning for this major project in 
the life of St Mary’s.  You may 
wish to use the following prayer, 
which has been written specially 
by the Rector: 
 

Loving God, we praise you for 

the beauty of St Mary’s, and we 

thank you for those who have 

maintained it with love down 

the centuries. 

 

We pray for all involved in our 

Heritage Project, and for those 

at the Heritage Lottery Fund 

who will consider our 

application.  

 
Bless all who visit this ancient 
holy place and inspire us to build 
up your Kingdom, here and now.  
Amen      
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Diary Dates 
Sunday 4 November – All Saints Eucharist at 10.30am, 
with first Holy Communions 
Sunday 11 November Remembrance Sunday 
Eucharist at 10.30am, with “Tommies” installation 

Saturday 24 November – Christmas Fair 10am-1pm 
Sunday 2 December – Advent Sunday – “Year C” 
begins in the lectionary 
Friday 7 December – Advent Evenings begin 
 

 

Follow the Star – Christmas 2018 

 
The national Church of England 
campaign for the Advent and 
Christmas season this year is 
entitled ‘#follow the star’.  
Resources can be downloaded 
from the web at 
www.churchofengland.org/christmas.  
The Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York write to introduce the 
campaign as follows: 
“For many of us, Christmas brings 
up so many emotions, memories 
and expectations.  We have one 
nativity story but it can seem like 
we all have very different 
Christmases.  For you it might be 
a time of joy and 
togetherness.   Or perhaps it’s all 
planning and to-do lists.  Many 
others can find it a sad and lonely 
time - nagged by the feeling that 
your Christmas is not like those 
'perfect' ones we see in the 
media.  But just like the 
unexpected assortment of people 
who were invited to meet the 
baby Jesus, #followthestar 
doesn't ask you to be perfect.   it 
says: come just as you are to take 
the life-changing Christmas 
journey.  Wherever you are this 
Christmas, you are invited to 
follow the start and to be with 
Jesus.  you are welcome.  You are 
deeply known and truly 
loved.  Mary and Joseph and all 
those caught up in the Christmas 
story were surprised by the 

astonishing way that God chose to 
live among us.  Each Christmas we 
are reminded of God's longing to 
surprise us with his gift of joy, love 
and new life.  It’s the greatest 
present we can receive and share 
with others!”  
Advance Notice   
Christmas at St Mary’s: 
Sunday 23 December  
Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols at 6pm 
Christmas Eve – Crib Service at 
4pm & Midnight Eucharist at 
11.30pm 
Christmas Day – Eucharist at 8am 
& 10.30am.   
#Follow the star - O Come let us 
adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
St Mary’s Fizz Evening 

  
is taking place on Friday 30 
November. THIS EVENT IS NOW 
SOLD OUT.  If you have a ticket, 
please bring it with you to gain 
entry on the night. 
 
First Holy Communions 

 
On Sunday 4 November we 
celebrate All Saints Sunday with a 
Eucharist at 10.30am.  This service 
will include first Holy Communion 
for a group of our young people – 
the largest number of candidates 
for some years.  The children have 

been preparing for this special 
occasion in a series of sessions 
held on Sunday mornings 
between the 8am and 10.30am 
services (while parents and carers 
have enjoyed bacon butties at the 
Rectory!) Please pray for our 
children and young people at this 
important moment of transition 
in their faith journey: 
Blessed are you, God our Father: 
you have sent Jesus to be our 
saviour and our friend.  Bless our 
children and young people, and 
help them in all they do.  Let your 
holy spirit guide them to grow in 
your love every day of their lives.  
In the name of Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

 
Holy Hour of silent prayer before 
the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place from 11.00am-12 Noon, on 
the last Saturday of every month, 
followed by a Eucharist of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary at 
Noon.  Please note Holy Hour will 
not take place in November or 
December 2018. 
 
Message to St Mary’s from the 
Bishop of Manchester 
As mentioned on the front cover, 
Chris Wedge will be leaving the 
post of Rector of St Mary’s in the 
new year.  In response to the 
news, the Bishop of Manchester 
has written this message to the 
parish:  
“I’m both very sorry that we’re 
going to be losing Chris Wedge 
from Prestwich and the 
Manchester Diocese but also 
rather excited at the direction his 
journey is taking him. The renewal 
of the life of prayer and of 
Christian spirituality is very much 
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at the heart not only of my own 
vision for the Church but that of 
Archbishop Justin. I do believe 
this will be a way in which Chris 
can be of considerable service to 
God and the wider church as he 
draws deeper into the life of 
prayer and spiritual direction. I 
know that you’ll be very sad to 
lose him as he has been such an 
exceptional priest and led you 
into an extraordinary time of 
growth. My prayer is that the 
foundations he has laid are ones 
that you will continue to build 
upon in the years to come so that 
St. Mary’s, the Prestwich Mission 
Partnership, and the Church of 
England in this area can continue 
to bring glory to God.  May God 
bless you at the beginning of this 
time of transition, and through it. 
May he himself lead and guide 
you that your journey may, like 
Chris’s, be to be drawn ever more 
deeply into his presence. 
Yours in Christ, +David” 
 
World Mental Health Day 
This year’s Prestwich Hospital 
Memorial Eucharist was a moving 
and uplifting occasion as we 
prayerfully remembered the 
thousands of former patients 
buried in our Church Yard.  
Pictured below “City of Souls” an 
artwork created by current 
patients and staff in memory of 
the dead.  The hospital memorial 
service is arranged each year to 
coincide with World Mental 
Health Day in October. 
 

 

 

Children and young people are a 
valued part of our community. 

During School term, Junior 
Church meets on Sunday at 
10.30am.  The Prestwich Mission 
Partnership Youth Group meets 
on Sunday at 6.30pm.  Food & 
Faith (for older members of the 
Youth Group) meets monthly for 
Sunday lunch.  The 22nd Prestwich 
Scout Group meets on weekday 
evenings.  Pre-School Praise is on 
Thursdays at 10am.  We enjoy a 
close relationship with our Parish 
School.  More information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 
 
St Mary’s parish prayer: 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help us 
to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   
 
Sunday Gospel Readings  

 
4 November ALL SAINTS 
8.00 Matthew 5: 1-12 
10.30 John 11: 32-44 
11 November REMEMBRANCE 
8.00  Matthew 9: 18-26 
10.30  Mark 1: 14-20 
18 November 
8.00  Matthew 8: 23-34 
10.30  Mark 13: 1-8 
25 November CHRIST THE KING 
8.00  John 6: 5-14 
10.30  John 18: 33-37 

Regular worship at St Mary’s    

 
Sunday  
8.00am Eucharist 
10.30am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
Wednesday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
10.00am Eucharist 
Thursday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
10.00am Pre-School Praise  
Friday  
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
9.15am Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
 
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at 
the Rectory, Church Lane.   

 

 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, Prestwich, M25 1AN    
 
Rector:  Chris Wedge telephone 
0161 773 2912 
Assistant Curate: Carole Barnet 
telephone 0161 766 2774 
Assistant Curate: Owen Edwards 
telephone 07512760823 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
tel 07950 354445; Susie 
Mapledoram tel 07710 557833  


