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October 2018              

 
From the Rector 

Autumn is one of my favourite 
times of the year.  I love it when 
the dark nights draw in and the 
trees begin to drop their 
leaves.  It feels to me like a time of 
year to snuggle down and to get 
cosy.  A friend recently bought me 
‘the little book of 
Hygge’.  (Pronounced hue–
guh).  Hygge is a Danish word and 
it means cosy.  A Danish home or 
a restaurant could be described as 
Hygge; thick woollen jumpers, 
soft leather shoes and colourful 
scarves are all Hygge.  At this time 
of the year Danes stay at home a 
lot, they light candles, to hunker 
down with a good book, nice food 
and soft clothes; they like to get 
cosy.   

During this month we celebrate 
our Harvest Festival and that too 
is a time to be thankful, to relax a 
little now that all is safely 
gathered in.  It’s time to have a 
little Hygge and to be glad.  Most 

of us live so far removed from the 
land that harvest has lost much of 
its meaning.  We aren’t farmers, 
we don’t worry about the rain or 
the frost ruining our crops and in 
the main we have plenty of food 
in our fridges.  At this time of year 
we make special collections for 
‘Porch Boxes’ of food and 
toiletries for the people in our 
community who are most in 
need.   

Week by week some of us bring 
donations and at harvest we are 
all especially encouraged to bring 
as much as we can.  Hygge is a 
wonderful concept and for 
Christians it has a special 
appeal.  This autumn could we 
spread a little Hygge as we spread 
the love of God?  I am praying 
that this year our donations of 
food and toiletries for ‘Porch 
Boxes’ will be more than has ever 
been given before.  Could you 
bring twice as much as you gave 
last year?  Could you build up 
your stock of tins and packets 
now so that when Harvest Festival 
comes we can display a staggering 
level of generosity in the name of 
Jesus the Lord of all.   
 
With love, Chris. 
 

 
Did you know that St Mary’s 
website includes the texts of 
selected sermons preached at St 
Mary’s?  Find them at 
www.stmarysprestwich.org then 
click on information then 
sermons. 

 
“Let the children come to me” 

On 7 October the Gospel reading 
at the 10.30 Eucharist includes 
Jesus’s words “Truly I tell you, 
whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child 
will never enter it.” Here Claire 
Dalpra, who works for the Church 
Army in Sheffield, reflects on how 
children inspire her in the life of 
faith: 
“I’m fascinated by what the 
youngest person in my church 
reminds me about my spirituality 
and what it is to be human.  When 
they cannot use words, I’m 
reminded of the importance of 
non-verbal communication, 
which often expresses love and 
care in much deeper ways than 
our talking does.  Their natural 
ability to be fully present in the 
moment makes me realise how 
seldom I give 100 per cent of 
myself to whoever I’m with or 
whatever I’m doing.  Their 
absolute dependence on parents 
and carers reminds me that we 
were all created to exist in the 
context of relationship.  What do 
the youngest people in your life 
teach you, I wonder?” 
 
Advance Notice 
St Mary’s Christmas Fair will be 
held in St Mary’s School on   
Saturday 24 November 2018. 
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St Oscar Romero 

 
On 14 October in Rome Pope 
Francis will canonise Oscar 
Romero, the martyred former 
Archbishop of San Salvador, who 
was beatified in three years ago.   
In 1980, Romero was assassinated 
while presiding at Mass. Pope 
Francis stated during Romero's 
beatification, "His ministry was 
distinguished by his particular 
attention to the most poor and 
marginalized."  The first English 
edition of a study of Romero’s 
homilies has been published by 
the Jesuit community of 
Edinburgh in advance of the 
canonisation ceremony.  Fr 
Thomas Greenan (editor) writes: 
“the words of Archbishop Romero 
are of universal relevance”. 
 
Inclusive Church News 

 
The Inclusive Church Annual 
Lecture 2018 was given in 
Leicester Cathedral (below) by 
Ruth Hunt, Chief Executive of the 
campaigning charity Stonewall, 
who is a practising Christian.  You 
can view a video of the lecture on 
the Inclusive Church website 
www.inclusive-church.org by 
searching for Inclusive Church on 
YouTube. 

 
 
Inspired by Mary 
Our latest Twitter campaign, 
“Inspired by Mary” ran during the 
first two weeks of September, 
timed with the Patronal Festival in 
mind.  We tweeted each day with 
images and short reflections on 
the way in which the Blessed 
Virgin Mary inspires our life of 
faith.  The campaign was much 
appreciated, leading to a 53% 
increase in twitter “impressions” 
(a measure of the ‘reach’ of our 
tweets across the Twitter 
network) during the period of the 
campaign.  You can review all the 
tweets in this series by searching 
twitter for #inspiredbymary.  We 
now have more than 1300 twitter 
followers.  Join them 
@stmaryprestwich.  

 
 
Is God searching for you?   
A reflection by Henri Nouwen 
“It might sound strange, but God 
wants to find me as much, if not 
more than, I want to find God.  

Yes, God needs me as much as I 
need God.  God is not the 
patriarch who stays home and 
expects his children to come to 
him, beg for forgiveness, and 
promise to do better.  On the 
contrary, he leaves the house, 
ignoring his dignity by running 
towards them, pays no heed to 
apologies, and brings them to the 
table richly prepared for them.  I 
am beginning to now see how 
radically the character of my 
spiritual journey will change when 
I no longer think of God as hiding 
out and making it as difficult as 
possible for me to find him,  but, 
instead, as the One who is looking 
for me while I am doing the 
hiding.” 

 
This short reflection is extracted 
from The Return of the Prodigal 
Son: A Story of Homecoming by 
the Dutch priest Henri JM 
Nouwen, who died in 1996.  
Above, a detail from Rembrandt’s 
famous painting of the Prodigal 
Son. 
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Diary Dates 
Sunday 21 October – Prestwich Hospital Service 
Sunday 28 October – Harvest Festival Eucharist at 
10.30am followed by Harvest Lunch in Church 

Sunday 4 November – All Saints Eucharist at 10.30am 
with first Holy Communions 
Sunday 11 November Remembrance Sunday  
Eucharist at 10.30am 
 

Finding God in everyday life 

 
The Church of England has 
launched a new digital campaign: 
exploring the question “ Where is 
God in our ordinary, everyday 
life?”.  The campaign includes 
digital material like videos, 
alongside a dedicated website 
with suggested prayers.  
Quoting from the introduction 
to the campaign: “our daily lives 
are often very full. Full of things 
to do. Full of meetings and 
deadlines. Full of places to be. 
Full of people to meet. For some 
they may be full of time on our 
hands. Full of hopes we would 
like to fulfil. Full of things we 
don’t want to face. Where is God 
during the daily life we are dealt? 
How do we find God in fullness, 
in the full-ness of life?”.  For 
more information go to 
www.churchofengland.org/everydayfaith 
 
 

 

St Mary’s was open this year for 
Heritage Open Days on the 
weekend of 15-16 September. 
The weekend was a great success 
and we welcomed nearly 200 
visitors over the two days.  Huge 
thanks go to Sandra Fenge and 
her team of stewards for the great 
organisation and the warm 
welcome offered.  Thanks also go 
to St Mary’s school choir and to 
Gary Hulme who provided some 
great musical entertainment to 
complement the occasion. 

 
The last issue of Monthly News 
included an article on our planned 
application to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF) and we are 
grateful for your continued 
prayers for all those involved in 
planning for this major project in 
the life of St Mary’s.  Alongside 
the HLF application, we are 
delighted to have been selected 
to participate in a national pilot 
scheme to help build a 
sustainable future for listed 
places of worship.  The pilot will 
be running in Manchester and 
Suffolk, involving a fund for minor 
repairs and expert advice for the 
listed buildings involved.  More 
information can be found on the 
Diocesan website 
www.manchester.anglican.org/news.  
St Mary’s part in the pilot scheme 
featured recently in an article in 
the Bury Times. 
 
Harvest Celebrations 2018 

 
We shall be celebrating Harvest 
Festival at St Mary’s on Sunday 28 
October, a little later than usual.  
The 10.30 Eucharist will be 
followed by a harvest lunch.  On 
the day, please bring donations of 

tinned and dried food and 
toiletries for Porch Boxes to 
support some of the poorest 
members of our community.  
More guidance on items to 
donate can be found on the Porch 
Boxes website at 
www.porchboxes.wordpress.com, 
then click on “what items can you 
donate?” 
A Harvest prayer for creation: 
God our creator and redeemer: 
your world manifests your 
wisdom, beauty and love, but we 
have disfigured it in ignorance, 
ugliness and violence.  Have 
mercy upon us Lord and grant us 
a new awareness of our 
relatedness with the earth and 
with all living beings.  Give us the 
compassion of Jesus and the 
energy of the Holy Spirit, that the 
world may be renewed, to the 
glory of your dear name.  Amen 
 
Children and young people are a 
valued part of our community. 

During School term, Junior 
Church meets on Sunday at 
10.30am.  The Prestwich Mission 
Partnership Youth Group meets 
on Sunday at 6.30pm.  Food & 
Faith (for older members of the 
Youth Group) meets monthly for 
Sunday lunch.  The 22nd Prestwich 
Scout Group meets on weekday 
evenings.  Pre-School Praise is on 
Thursdays at 10am.  We enjoy a 
close relationship with our Parish 
School.  More information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 
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Deepening our faith 
On Wednesday 17 October our 
Wednesday morning Bible Study 
group meets after the 10.00am 
Eucharist.  St Mary’s meditation 
group “Be Still” meets on the 
same day at 7.45pm.    
 
St Mary’s parish prayer: 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help us 
to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   
 
Sunday Gospel Readings  
 

 
7 October 
8.00 Matthew 9: 1-8 
10.30 Mark 10: 2-16 
14 October 
8.00  Matthew 22: 1-14 
10.30  Mark 10: 17-31 
21 October 
8.00  John 4: 46-end 
10.30  Mark 10: 35-45 
28 October 
8.00  Matthew 6: 25-33 
10.30  Matthew 6: 25-33 

Regular worship at St Mary’s    

 
Sunday  
8.00am Eucharist 
10.30am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
Wednesday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
10.00am Eucharist 
Thursday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
10.00am Pre-School Praise  
Friday  
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
9.15am Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
 
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at 
the Rectory, Church Lane.   

 
Christ’s Bounty – an old Irish 
poem suitable for Harvest-tide 
 
I pray you Christ to change my 
heart, To make it whole. 
Once you took on flesh like mine, 
Now take my soul. 
 
Ignominy and pain you knew, 
The lash, the scourge, 
You, the perfect molten metal 
Of my darkened forge. 
 
You make the bright sun bless my 
head, Put ice beneath my feet, 
Send salmon swarming in the 
tides, Give crops of wheat. 
 
When Eve’s wild children come to 
you, With prayerful words, 

You crowd the rivers with fine 
fish, The sky with birds. 
 
You make the small flowers thrive 
In wholesome air, 
You spread sweetness through 
the world. 
What miracles can compare? 
 
Celebrating St Mary’s 

 
Thanks go to all those who 
contributed to a successful and 
very enjoyable Patronal Festival 
afternoon tea (pictured above) 
last month.   
 

 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, Prestwich, M25 1AN    
 
Rector:  Chris Wedge telephone 
0161 773 2912 
Assistant Curate: Carole Barnet 
telephone 0161 766 2774 
Assistant Curate: Owen Edwards 
telephone 07512760823 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
tel 07950 354445; Susie 
Mapledoram tel 07710 557833  


