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From Rev Owen Edwards 

It has been a few months since I 
wrote about my understanding of 
the purpose and role of a deacon 
in the life of the Church. Since 
then, I have had the incredible 
blessing, and privilege, of being 
admitted to the priesthood, and 
have been invited to share a few 
words with the parish about the 
experience of being a priest 
today, and how it differs from life 
before.   

I should begin by saying that from 
the start, I always wanted to be a 
priest. Some people – among 
them some very dear friends of 
mine – receive a special calling to 
the vocational diaconate. In other 
words, they perceive their 
vocation, their calling from God, 
to be uniquely diaconal in scope, 
and choose never to proceed to 
priesthood. They remain deacons 
forever. For me, this was never 
the case. From the first moment I 
discerned that God was calling me 
to ordained ministry, I knew that 
it was to be a priest. I yearned to 
stand at the altar, to proclaim the 
mighty acts of God, to take bread, 
bless, break, and share, to the 
nourishment and enrichment of 
the life of the Church, and for the 

building up the Kingdom here on 
earth. Presiding at the Eucharist 
for the very first time was 
therefore, for me, a deeply 
moving experience, one which I 
shall never forget.  When many 
years have passed, and I am old 
and grey, the moment of 
ordination – when bishop and 
priests together laid hands on me 
and made me a priest in God’s 
Church – is but a distant and dim 
memory, the first time I 
celebrated the Eucharist will 
remain vivid and clear. It was the 
moment which confirmed and 
consummated my priesthood, 
and it will stay with me all my life.  

But something else, less 
expected, has blown me away in 
the short time I have been a priest 
in this place. And that is Blessing. 
I never thought it would be such a 
wonderful thing, such a holy 
thing, to bless others. I have to 
admit, I love blessing people! Now 
it is important to note, that 
everyone can, and should, pray 
for blessings in their life and the 
lives of others. It is incumbent 
upon all Christian people to do 
this for their fellow human beings, 
for it is a good and laudable 
practice to pray, for our friends, 
for our loved ones, yes, even for 
those whom we have never met, 
and especially the lost and the 
forgotten, those needful souls 
who have no one else to pray for 
them. If you are to take anything 
from this short message, take this, 
pray for each other! But when a 
priest blesses, something else is 
happening. As my ordaining 
bishop put it when delivering his 
charge to us at the pre-ordination 

retreat, priesthood is about 
surety. In other words, it’s about 
certainty. When a priest blesses, 
you know you are blessed, for it is 
Christ Himself who blesses. When 
a priest blesses, you have 
certainty, certainty that you are 
truly loved, and truly favoured, by 
the God who is Love itself. To be 
blessed then, is a wonderful thing. 
And it is an incredible privilege to 
be able to exercise this oft-
overlooked aspect of the priestly 
role: to bless and to be blessing to 
all.  Friends, be richly blessed in 
days to come; love your priests, 
and pray for them, for we need 
blessing too! May we all be drawn 
nearer to the God of our 
pilgrimage, who invites us to His 
table, and enriches our life and 
our soul with His heavenly 
blessing.      Yours in Christ, Owen 
 
Patronal Festival 2018 
This year we will celebrate St 
Mary’s Patronal Festival on 
Sunday 9 September 2018 and 
we welcome Bishop Mark Davies 
to preside and preach at a Festival 
Eucharist at 10.30am.  (Pictured 
below, Icon of Mary in the Lady 
Chapel at St Mary’s): 

 
 
#inspiredbymary on Twitter 
Our new Twitter campaign, 
“Inspired by Mary” starts on 
Monday 3 September 2018, timed 
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with the Patronal Festival in mind.  
Over two-weeks we will tweet 
each day with images and short 
reflections on the way in which 
the Blessed Virgin Mary can be an 
inspiration in our daily life of 
faith.  Follow us on Twitter 
@stmaryprestwich. 
 

 
St Mary’s will be open for 
Heritage Open Days on the 
weekend of 15-16 September 
2018. Saturday opening is from 
11.00am until 4.00pm and Sunday 
from 1.00pm until 4.00pm. We 
hope St Mary’s school choir will 
be performing on the Saturday.  
On Sunday there will be a short 
organ recital by Gary Hulme at 
1.00pm.   Refreshments will be 
available and activity sheets for 
children. More details on the 
national Heritage Open Days 
scheme can be found at  
www.heritageopendays.org.uk. 
 
St Mary’s – Sustaining and 
Promoting our Heritage  

Later this year we plan to submit 
an application for significant 
funding (£100,000) from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).  This 
is to enable us to invest in a 
project to sustain and promote 
the wonderful heritage of St 
Mary’s into the next phase of its 
history.  Every church in the 
diocese is subject to a full 
professional survey on a 5-yearly 
cycle (known as a ‘quinquennial’) 
and the main part of our HLF 
application responds to priorities 

identified in the most recent 
quinquennial survey of St Mary’s.  
In summary these consist of re-
roofing the medieval Wilton 
Chapel (where the war memorial 
and prayer tree are situated) and 
also re-roofing the 19th Century 
North Porch, which is the main 
entrance to the building used on a 
daily basis.  Both roofs are in a 
poor condition and are at the end 
of their life (see below).  

 
North Porch 

 
Wilton Chapel 
Masonry repairs are also needed, 
in particular on the North Porch 
which has experienced long-term 
movement away from the main 
church structure.  The plans also 
include some internal plaster 
repairs and other associated 
work.  Alongside the fabric 
renewals, we are planning major 
new  investments to promote the 
heritage of St Mary’s locally, 
nationally and internationally.  

This includes a new heritage 
website with high quality 
photography and interactive 
features. Also a new range of 
printed materials including an 
attractive visitor information 
leaflet and a church guide suitable 
for children.  We also plan a 
permanent heritage 
interpretation display board 
inside and outside the church to 
help visitors appreciate the 
features of this important Grade I 
listed building.  The final part of 
the project will also deliver a new 
programme of heritage events, 
principally church open days and 
school visits - these will build on 
the success of pre-existing 
activities like the heritage open 
days mentioned in the previous 
article (above).  

  
St Mary’s is a progressive and 
inclusive church and we want 
more and more people to 
appreciate this wonderful place 
and to come into contact with the 
Gospel message of Jesus.  To find 
out more about our heritage 
plans, please speak to Stewart 
Barnet or Andrew West.  We also 
encourage your prayers for all 
those involved in planning for this 
major project in the life of St 
Mary’s.  You may wish to use St 
Mary’s parish prayer: 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help us 
to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   
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Diary Dates 
Monday 3 September – “Inspired by Mary” Twitter 
campaign begins for 2 weeks. 
Saturday 8 September – Afternoon Tea in the Rectory 
Garden at 2.30pm.  Advanced booking essential. 
Sunday 9 September - Patronal Festival Eucharist at 
10.30am, with Bishop Mark Davies. 

15-16 September – Heritage Open Days. 
19 September – Bible Study and Meditation Group  
Sunday  30 September -  St Francis-tide Eucharist with 
Pet Blessing at 10.30am.  
Sunday 21 October – Prestwich Hospital Service 
Sunday 28 October – Harvest Festival Eucharist at 
10.30am followed by Harvest Lunch in Church

  
Gin Tasting at St Mary’s 

 
Just before the summer holidays 
40 people from St Mary’s enjoyed 
an enjoyable evening of gin 
tasting and conversation at the 
Coffee Sack on Scholes Lane.  
Thanks go to the two entertaining 
presenters from Three Rivers 
Manchester Gin and Tanqueray, 
and particular thanks to Kate from 
the Coffee Sack who very kindly 
hosted the event for us.  The 
evening generated £600 for 
church funds, which was a great 
result.   
 
Centenary of the end of the 1914-
18 World War  
Ten thousand members of the 
public will be invited to march 
past the Cenotaph on Whitehall in 
London on Sunday 11 November 
2018 to mark to mark the 
centenary of the Armistice at the 
end of the 1914-18 war.  People 
are also being encouraged to ring 
bells around the world, as a 
replication of the outpouring of 
relief that took place in 1918 - as 
news of the Armistice spread, 
church bells, which had fallen 
silent across the UK during the 
First World War, rang out in 
celebration.   

 

 

 

A group of war graves in St Mary’s 
Churchyard, not far from the 
church tower (pictured above), 
commemorate patients from the 
military hospital which operated 
at Polefield Hall in Prestwich from 
1914-19.  These are the 
responsibility of the 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, which cares for the 
memorials of nearly 1.7 million 
servicemen and women who died 
in the 1914-18 and 1939-45 wars.  
For more information see 
www.cwgc.org. 
 

 
St Mary’s Churchyard Action 
Group plays a vital role in the 
maintenance and improvement 
of our large churchyard and we 
warmly welcome new volunteers 
to help.  The group meets every 
Tuesday morning and on the 
second Saturday morning in the 
month.   Contact Bill Cottam 0161 
798 6489 for more details. 

 
 
Deepening our faith 
On Wednesday 19 September our 
Wednesday morning Bible Study 
group meets after the 10.00am 
Eucharist.  St Mary’s meditation 
group “Be Still” meets on the 
same day at 7.45pm.   Spend 
some time apart with God. 
 
St Mary’s Church 75 years ago 

 
“What manner of church is the 
parish church of Prestwich?  Is it 
high or low, broad or narrow?  I 
will tell you.  It is as high as the 
spirit of true worship; as broad as 
the love of God; as evangelical as 
the Gospel of Christ.  More it 
could not be; less it dare not”. 
From the Parish Magazine 
archives, March 1943. 
 
 
Children and young people are a 
valued part of our community. 
During School term, Junior 
Church meets on Sunday at 
10.30am.  The Prestwich Mission 
Partnership Youth Group meets 
on Sunday at 6.30pm.  Food & 
Faith (for older members of the 
Youth Group) meets monthly for 
Sunday lunch.  The 22nd Prestwich 
Scout Group meets on weekday 
evenings.  Pre-School Praise is on 
Thursdays at 10am.  We enjoy a 
close relationship with our Parish 
School.  More information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 

http://www.cwgc.org/
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Bishop Mark Davies 
will preside and preach at 
10.30am on Sunday 9 September 
when we celebrate St Mary’s 
Patronal Festival.  Below, Bishop 
Mark receives God’s blessing 
from Owen outside Manchester 
Cathedral, after Owen’s 
ordination as a priest, mentioned 
in the article on the front page of 
this issue.   

 
Bishop Mark trained for the 
ordained ministry at the College 
of the Resurrection in Mirfield 
and was made a deacon in 1989 
and a priest the following year, 
both at Wakefield Cathedral.  His 
first clergy appointment was as 
a curate at St Mary's Church 
in Barnsley, after which he served 
as the Priest-in-Charge at St 
Paul’s Church,  Old Town, 
Barnsley.  From 1995 to 2006 he 
was Rector of Hemsworth in the 
Diocese of Wakefield, moving in 
that year to the Diocese of 
Manchester to serve 
as Archdeacon of Rochdale.  Mark 
was nominated Bishop of 
Middleton in March 2008 and 
installed in the role at Manchester 
Cathedral in the following month.  
At the time of his appointment, 
Bishop Mark was the Church of 
England’s youngest bishop.  
 
 

Regular worship at St Mary’s    

            
Sunday  
8.00am Eucharist 
10.30am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
Wednesday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
10.00am Eucharist 
Thursday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
10.00am Pre-School Praise  
Friday  
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
9.15am Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
 
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at 
the Rectory, Church Lane.  Pre-School Praise 
and the Friday morning School Eucharist do 
not take place during the summer holidays. 

 
 

 
 

Sunday Gospel Readings  

 
2 September 
8.00 Luke 17: 11-19 
10.30 Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
9 September Patronal Festival 
8.00  Luke 1: 46-55 
10.30  Luke 1: 46-55 
16 September 
8.00  Luke 7: 11-17 
10.30  Mark 8: 27-end 
23 September 
8.00  Luke 14: 1-11 
10.30  Mark 9: 30-37 
30 September 
8.00 Matthew 22: 34-end 
10.30 Mark 9: 38-end 
 

 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, Prestwich, M25 1AN    
 
Rector:  Chris Wedge telephone 
0161 773 2912 
Assistant Curate: Carole Barnet 
telephone 0161 766 2774 
Assistant Curate: Owen Edwards 
telephone 07512760823 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
tel 07950 354445; Susie 
Mapledoram tel 07710 557833 
  


