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From the Parish Priest
The month of May is a time for
looking outwards. It is during May
that Christian Aid week occurs.
For many years St. Mary’s has
raised significant sums of money
for some of the poorest people in
the world. This year we are again
holding a cake sale on 13 May and
20 May. Please buy as much cake
as you can. We will also be
holding a Christian Aid raffle
which will be drawn on 20 May.
Prizes include cinema vouches, a
bottle of champagne and tickets
to the Manchester United
Museum. We will be celebrating
Ascension Day at St. George’s
Simister on 10 May at 7.30pm as
part of our Prestwich Mission
Partnership and Rev. Owen will be
the preacher. On 15 May it is the
Archdeacon’s Visitation when
Church Wardens are sworn in and
Sidespeople are welcomed. This
year the service is to be held at St.
George’s Unsworth and we will
have the chance to meet our new
Archdeacon, Jean Burgess, who
started work on Palm Sunday. On
20 May we will be celebrating
Pentecost, the feast of the coming
of the Holy Spirit to the church,
and we will rejoice that God’s
Holy Spirit is inspiring us into

growth. As the new Parochial
Church Council begins it work I
hope that you will all pray for
those who lead mission and
ministry in this wonderful parish,
that you will ask God to renew us,
to give us courage and confidence
so that we may build his future for
generations to come. The church
of God cannot simply be a ‘club’
for the religious but instead
should be a force for transforming
the world. Live your faith with
confidence and joy and know that
God calls you to bring in His
Kingdom here and now. With
love, Chris.
With love, Chris.
Cocktails and Cathedrals

The parish trip to Liverpool last
month was blessed with a lovely
sunny Saturday (some of the
group are shown above at the
Albert Docks).
The programme for the day
included visits to both the
Anglican and Roman Catholic
Cathedrals. Cocktails were also
enjoyed – as pictured below.
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Christian Aid Week this year
starts on 13 May. Quoting from
the Christian Aid website:
“Poverty is an outrage against
humanity. It robs people of their
dignity
and
lets
injustice
thrive. But together we have the
power to transform lives. Will you
stand together with us this
Christian Aid Week to help
families live full lives, free from
poverty?“ More information can
be found on the web at
www.christianaid.org.uk. At St
Mary’s this May there are several
opportunites to contribute to the
work of Christian Aid among the
poorest people of the world:
• Raffle for Christian Aid –
tickets £1 with prizes
including
£25
cinema
voucher,
bottle
of
champagne, family entry to
Manchester United Museum.
• Cake Sale for Christian Aid
after the 10.30am Eucharist
on Sundays 13 May and 20
May.
• Donation envelopes available
in church on 13 May and 20
May.
Prayer resources are available in
church, and activity sheets for
children.
Wednesday Bible Study
Our Wednesday morning Bible
Study group will start again on
Wednesday 16 May after the
10.00am Eucharist. The group
will be meeting on the 3rd
Wednesday of every month.
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Ascension Day and Poverty
Ascension Day, sometimes known
as Holy Thursday, is traditionally
observed on the 40th day of the
Easter season. The Prestwich
Mission Partnership Ascension
Day Eucharist will take place at St
George’s Simister at 7.30pm on
Thursday 10 May. This year
Ascension Day falls very close to
Christian Aid week when we focus
on the needs of the world’s
poorest (see front page article).

William Blake’s poem Holy
Thursday critiques 18th Century
London society in which children
lived in poverty. The poem
contrasts this injustice with his
observation of the joy associated
with Ascension Day celebrations
in St Paul’s Cathedral, which
prompted the poem’s theme:
Is this a holy thing to see,
In a rich and fruitful land,
Babes reduced to misery,
Fed with cold and usurous hand?
Is that trembling cry a song?
Can it be a song of joy?
And so many children poor?
It is a land of poverty!
And their sun does never shine.
And their fields are bleak & bare.
And their ways are fill’d with
thorns.
It is eternal winter there.
Meditation Group “Be Still”
Our meditation group meets in
church on the last Wednesday of
every month from 7.45-8.30pm.
All are welcome to this prayerful
opportunity to spend some quiet
time apart with God.

Gaudete et Exsultate – an
apostolic exhortation by Pope
Francis

“Are there moments when you
place yourself quietly in the Lord’s
presence, when you calmly spend
time with him, when you bask in
his gaze? Do you let his fire
inflame your heart? Unless you
let him warm you more and more
with his love and tenderness, you
will not catch fire”.
#50DaysofPrayer on Twitter

Last month Pope Francis issued
his latest ‘apostolic exhortation’
entitled in Latin Gaudete et
Exsultate (Rejoice and be Glad, in
English). The exhortation is being
described as a radical call to
holiness in today’s world. The
year between our annual
meetings in 2017 and 2018 in St
Mary’s Mission Action Plan was
designated
our
“Year
of
Holiness”. At the culmination of
that year we are printing here a
number of extracts from Pope
Francis’s reflections on the theme
of Holiness:
“Do not be afraid of holiness. It
will take away none of your
energy, vitality or joy. On the
contrary, you will become what
the Father had in mind when he
created you, and you will be
faithful to your deepest self.”
“So often we say that God dwells
in us, but it is better to day that
we dwell in him, that he enables
us to dwell in his light and love”.

During the Easter Season we are
tweeting every day on the parish
Twitter feed as part of a
#50dayofprayer campaign. Each
tweet features a picture of a
member
of
St
Mary’s
congregation, alongside their
suggested prayer intention and an
accompanying related prayer (see
example above). The initiative
has been featured on the
diocesan website and so far has
generated more than 200 twitter
‘likes’. From Ascension Day until
Pentecost Sunday the campaign
coincides with the global
#ThyKingdomCome
prayer
initiative, and we shall also be
making a connection to Christian
Aid week which falls around the
same time. Follow us on Twitter
@stmaryprestwich.

“Growth in holiness is a journey in
community, side by side with
others”.
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Diary Dates
Thursday 10 May – Ascension Day
Sunday 20 May – Pentecost; Prestwich Clough Day

Wednesday 16 May – Bible Study Group
Wednesday 23 May – Meditation Group ‘Be Still’
Saturday 26 May – Holy Hour of Prayer

Experience Easter

Archdeacon of Manchester, Ven
Karen Lund, comments “we can
feel a sense of inadequacy and
helpnessness in the face of such
extreme devastation in people’s
lives, but in Christ, and especially
with our current focus on
Eastertide, we hold onto our faith
and hope in Him who has
conquered every type of death
and is alive today”.

Experience Easter is an initiative
bringing together local churches,
schools and communities to share
the story of Holy Week and
Easter. In the middle of April,
during the 4th week of the Easter
season, children from St Mary’s
School participated in this
experience through six interactive
“stations” set up in different parts
of the church building.
Manchester Remembers
On 22 May the city will mark the
anniversary of the bombing at
Manchester arena last year which
claimed 22 lives. Manchester
Cathedral will be open for prayer,
with a minute silence at 10.31pm.
A ticket-only civic memorial
service will also take place, and
there will be an Interfaith
Meditation for Peace at the
cathedral on Friday 25 May from
10am-4pm.
Pictured here are three of the
stations, Hopes and Dreams
(reflecting the events of Palm
Sunday); Remember Me (relating
to the institution of the Eucharist
on Maundy Thursday); and
Resurrection (the joy of Easter
Day). Thanks go to all those
involved in organising this
powerful experience for our
young people.

St Ann’s Church in the centre of
Manchester
is
hosting
a
commemorative Flower Festival
“The Spirit of Manchester” from
21-23 May (church open from
10am-10pm) in remembrance of
the tragic events.
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A Pentecost Prayer
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,
ignite in us your holy fire;
strengthen your children with
the gift of faith,
revive your Church with the
breath of love, and renew
the face of the earth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
St Joseph the Worker
In 1955 Pope Pius XII established
a church feast day to be
celebrated
on
1
May,
commemorating “St Joseph the
Worker” The date at the start of
May
connects
with
May
Day (International Workers' Day),
and reflects St Joseph's status as
what many Christians consider
the "patron of workers" or
"model of workers", emphasising
his
patience,
persistence,
courage, and hard work:
God our Father, Creator and
Ruler of the universe, in every
age you call us to use and
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develop our gifts for the good of
others. With St. Joseph as our
guide, help us to do the work you
have asked and come to the
rewards you have promised.
Grant this through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Below, an Icon of St Joseph:

Regular worship at St Mary’s

Sunday
8.00am Eucharist
10.30am Sung Eucharist
Tuesday
7.30am Morning Prayer*
8.00am Eucharist*
Wednesday
7.30am Morning Prayer*
8.00am Eucharist*
10.00am Eucharist
Thursday
7.30am Morning Prayer*
8.00am Eucharist*
10.00am Pre-School Praise
Friday
7.30am Morning Prayer*
8.00am Eucharist*
9.15am Eucharist in St Mary’s
School
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at
the Rectory, Church Lane.

Annual
Parochial
Church
Meeting
The Annual Meeting for St Mary’s
took place at the end of April.
Stewart Barnet and Susie
Mapledoram were appointed as
Church Wardens and Barbara
Dutton and Tony Smith as Deputy
Wardens. The following were
elected to the Parochial Church
Council: Tony Carter, Rachel
Connolly, Sandra Fenge, Hazel
Froggat, Catriona Holmes, Max
McCarthy, Helen Parsons, Fred
Plant, Alicia Sukonik Dorothy
Sutcliffe. Please pray for all those
who will be leading mission and
ministry in the parish over the
next year. Reports presented to
the Annual Meeting can be found
on the parish website (click on
‘what’s on’, then ‘notices and
events’).
These include a
reflection on the year from the
Rector; information on the
proceedings of the Parochial
Church Council, Churchwardens’
reports, and reports on parish life
and activities such as Junior
Church, the Choir, parish
communications, Youth Group,
and a report from the Treasurer.
St Mary’s parish prayer
Loving Father, we pray your
blessing on our parish. Help us to
have hearts open to your Holy
Spirit. Give us the courage to
follow the way of Christ.
Strengthen us to be faithful in
prayer and loving service. Help us
to play our part in building up
your Kingdom here and now.

Children and young people are a
valued part of our community.
During School term, Junior
Church meets on Sunday at
10.30am. The Prestwich Mission
Partnership Youth Group meets
on Sunday at 6.30pm. Food &
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Faith (for older members of the
Youth Group) meets monthly for
Sunday lunch. The 22nd Prestwich
Scout Group meets on weekday
evenings. Pre-School Praise is on
Thursdays at 10am. We enjoy a
close relationship with our Parish
School. More information at:
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups.

Sunday Gospel Readings

6 May
8.00 John 16: 23-end
10.30 John 15: 9-17
13 May
8.00 John 15:26 – 16: 4
10.30 John 17: 6-19
20 May Day of Pentecost
8.00 John 14: 15-31
10.30 John 15: 26-27, 16: 4-15
27 May Trinity Sunday
8.00 John 3: 1-15
10.30 John 3: 1-17

Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church
Lane, Prestwich, M25 1AN
Parish Priest:
Chris Wedge
telephone 0161 773 2912
Curate: Owen Edwards telephone
07512760823

Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet
tel
07950
354445;
Susie
Mapledoram tel 07710 557833
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