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This leaflet has been produced 
to complement a series 
featuring St Mary’s Churchyard 
on our parish Twitter feed 
@stmaryprestwich.   
 
It includes pictures of our 
wonderful churchyard with a 
short explanation and an 
appropriate prayer associated 
with each of the images.  We 
hope the material will be a 
helpful prayer resource, linked 
to this ancient and special 
place.  

St Mary’s Churchyard extends 
to 3 hectares (7.5 acres) making 
it one of the largest in the 
country.   

 
 
A prayer for all those buried 
here: 
God of time and eternity, we 
pray for all those buried in our 
Churchyard.  Keep them in 
your loving care; bring them 
into your kingdom of light and 
peace, that they may share in 
joy with you and with all your 
saints forever.  Amen 
 
St Mary’s Churchyard contains 
a group of Commonwealth War 
Graves, located close to the 
church building.  The following 
prayer is for the men and 
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women serving in our Armed 
Forces:   
 
Holy God, the strength and 
protection of all who trust in 
you: Grant to the men and 
women in our Armed Forces, 
the assurance of your 
presence, the knowledge of 
your love, and the guidance of 
your spirit in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

 
 
One of the oldest graves in St 
Mary’s Churchyard marks the 
death of four children of the 
same family in 1641.   

 
 
We pray for all children, 
especially those attending St 
Mary’s School: 
 
Blessed are you, God our 
Father: you have sent Jesus to 
be our saviour and our friend.  
Bless our children, and help 
them in all they do.  Let your 
Holy Spirit guide them to grow 
in your love every day of their 
lives.  In the name of Christ our 
Lord.  Amen 
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This memorial in St Mary’s 
Churchyard recalls the 
Prestwich Hospital patients 
buried here:   

 
We pray for all those with 
mental illness today: 
Lord Jesus Christ, you 
stretched out your arms in love 
on the cross, that all might 
come within your saving 
embrace: strengthen all who 
bear the heavy burdens of 
sickness; refresh the weary; 
cheer the sad; and grant your 
peace and wholeness to all.  
Amen 

St Mary’s Churchyard is a 
working burial ground at St 
Mary the Virgin Parish Church 
in Prestwich.  We pray for the 
life and mission of our parish: 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us 
to have hearts open to your 
Holy Spirit.  Give us the 
courage to follow the way of 
Christ.  Strengthen us to be 
faithful in prayer and loving 
service.  Help us to play our 
part in building up your 
Kingdom here and now.  Amen 
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An impressive monument in St 
Mary’s Churchyard 
commemorates John Brooks 
who was an important figure in 
the Industrial Revolution in the 
North West.  He died in 1849.   
 

We pray for the life of our City 
today:  
Lord our God, look with love 
on the people of our city, and 
keep them safe in your service.  
Guide all in authority to work 
together for the common 
good.  Bless those who serve 
our communities and be with 
them in all they do.  Now and 
always.  Amen 

The 19th Century “Artisan 
Naturalists” buried in St 
Mary’s Churchyard were 
Lancashire natural history 
pioneers.   
 

 
 
We give thanks for the beauty 
of God’s creation: 
 
Loving Father, we thank you 
for all your gifts, for making 
this wonderful world and 
calling us to be your holy 
people.  Help us to use the gifts 
of creation for your honour 
and for the good of others.  
Teach us to use our resources 
wisely, and to show your care 
in the world.  We ask this 
through Jesus - the Lord of life.  
Amen 
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St Mary’s Churchyard contains 
the grave of William Sturgeon 
inventor of the electromagnet 
in 1823.   

 
We pray for all involved in 
science and technology today. 
 
God the source of all truth, 
bless those who research, 
study and teach, and all who 
add to the store of knowledge.  
Show us how to transform 
learning into wisdom and 
technology into service, so that 
all our work may be dedicated 
to your glory.  Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.   
Amen 

The image below shows St 
Mary’s Churchyard and the 
surrounding area viewed from 
the church tower. 

 
 
We pray for all the people in 
our community: 
 
Loving Lord, we commend to 
your care the whole 
community of Prestwich.  Keep 
us free from strife and 
fear.  Give us strength of 
purpose and concern for 
others, that we may create a 
community of justice and 
peace where your will may be 
done and your kingdom come; 
we ask this through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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St Mary’s Churchyard Action 
Group plays a vital role in the 
care of this wonderful peaceful 
place.   

 
 
We welcome new volunteers 
and pray for their work: 
 
Lord our God, your son Jesus 
promised to be present 
whenever we gather in your 
name.  Bless the work of our 
Churchyard Action Group.  Be 
with them in their plans and in 
their actions.  Guide them with 
your Spirit and inspire them in 
your love, through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour and our friend. 
Amen 
 

You may wish to use the ten 
prayers printed in this leaflet 
over a two week period 
Monday-Friday, using one 
prayer each day as a focus for 
your own prayers. 
 
 
 
St Mary’s Prestwich is a 
progressive and inclusive 
Anglican Church in North 
Manchester where all are 
welcome.   
 
 
 
The History of St Mary’s can be 
traced back to a church on the 
site since at least 1200. The 
current church building, which 
is constructed in red sandstone, 
is originally fourteenth century 
with many later additions, 
including a Victorian extension 
at the east end.  The church is a 
Grade I listed building.   
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St Mary’s Churchyard Action 
Group plays an important role 
in the maintenance and 
improvement of our 
churchyard.  The Churchyard 
Action Group meets every 
Tuesday morning and on the 2nd 
Saturday morning of the 
month.  We welcome new 
volunteers to help us.   Contact 
Bill Cottam for more details.  
Telephone 0161 798 6489.  
 
More information on the 
features mentioned in this 
leaflet can be found on St 
Mary’s Website:   
www.stmarysprestwich.org 
(click on Church Groups, then 
Churchyard Action Group). 
 
You can find interpretation 
boards around the Churchyard 
with historical and other 
information.  Printed leaflets 
are also available, and the same 
material can be downloaded 
from our website. 
 
 

 
 
 
We invite you to find out more 
about St Mary’s Church and 
about Christianity. 
 
Website: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org 
 
Twitter:  
@stmaryprestwich 
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Regular worship at St Mary’s 

 
Sunday  
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
Wednesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
1000 Eucharist 
Thursday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
1000 Pre-School Praise 
Friday  
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s School 
 
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at 
the Rectory, Church Lane.   
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