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From the Parish Priest
On Palm Sunday twelve of the
children from our congregation
received Holy Communion for
the first time. They had all made
the decision that they wanted to
draw closer to God and become
communicants. At one time they
would have had to wait a few
more years until they were
confirmed by the Bishop and
became full members of the
church before they could receive
the bread and wine at the altar.
Thankfully the church now allows
for this additional step on the
pilgrimage of young people and it
is grandly called ‘Reception
Before Confirmation’. The young
people follow a course, they
receive instruction and they have
the chance to explore their faith.
It is always humbling the see the
depth of their faith and the
authenticity of their decision.
Archbishop Rowan Williams once
described the Eucharist as ‘a
mystery to be enjoyed not a
problem to be solved’ and I think
he meant that none of us can
fully understand what the
Eucharist is - no matter what our
age - because it is beyond all
human understanding. On Palm

Sunday I was rejoicing with those
twelve young people because it
requires courage to take the step
they took, it takes holiness and it
requires a maturity of faith.
There are many adults in our
congregation who come to
worship week by week - they are
faithful and committed members
of St Mary’s but for whatever
reason they are not confirmed
and they do not receive Holy
Communion but rather they
come to the altar to be blessed. I
see the Eucharist as a feast, as a
holy party to which God invites
us all. It puzzles me why anyone
would decide to come to the
feast but not to eat, to come to
the party but to hold back at the
moment of deepest intimacy. Of
course, I respect the decision of
any member of our church and it
is up to each individual to decide
what is right for them.

On Sunday 8 July 2018 at 4pm
Bishop Jack (pictured above) will
be at St. Mary’s and he will be
leading our annual service of
confirmation.
Those children
who are in Year 6 can be
confirmed and any adult, of
whatever age, can be confirmed
too. Being confirmed is a public
declaration of your love for God;
it marks full membership of the
church and it is the invitation to
eat Christ’s body and to drink his
blood. Being confirmed does not
require any test, you do not sit
an exam, you do not need to be
an expert on the Bible and you
will not be quizzed on your views
on the virgin birth and it certainly
isn’t about being ‘churchy’.
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Being confirmed simply means
letting God more deeply into
your life and taking your full part
in the community of the
Eucharist. Those adults who wish
to be confirmed will be invited to
a series of four informal meals at
the Rectory on Friday nights
during June where we can
discuss our faith and explore the
really important questions for
Christians.
Those who have
taken part before have said how
relaxed,
enjoyable
and
informative the evenings are. If
you want to be confirmed and
Friday nights are no good for you
we can find another way to do
the preparation and we can be as
flexible as needs be. If you are
not confirmed I pray that you will
consider it this year and become
part of a global community who
place the Eucharist at the heart
of their lives. It will change your
life forever and for good. Come
and join us.
With love, Chris.
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Happy Easter
from St Mary’s

Alleluia!
Christ is Risen
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Homelessness – a challenge
from Canon Mark Russell, Chief
Executive of the Church Army

“Every day I am astounded and
saddened by the vast number of
homeless people on our streets.
The statistics are alarming.
According to homeless charity
Shelter, more than 268,000
people across England are
homesless. Another four million
famiiles are only one pay cheque
away from homelessness. On
avarage a homeslss person dies
at just 47 yers old. Individuals
sleeping on the sttreet are
almost 17 times more likely to
have a been victims of violence.
People without a home are also
nine times more likely to take
their own life.
“As Christians we cannot just it
by and tolerate our fellow
humans sleeping rough.
We
need to campaign for change.
We need to have deep hope and
the political will to fix the housing
crisis. I invite you to take up this
challenge: next time you walk
past a homeless person, stop and
say a few kind words, lend a
sympathetic ear and buy them a
hot drink. It only takes a few
minutes of your time but it will
mean so much to them. Let’s
never stop believing that,
together and with God’s grace,
we can build a better world. “

Church Army is an Anglican
Mission organisation.
In the
words of Archbishop Justin,
“Church Army exists both to talk
to people about Jesus and bring
them to faith in Jesus but it also
does this extraordinary work of
serving the poor and the poorest
parts of the country and that
speaks to the value of human
beings.”

marked the Week with a special
series on our Parish Twitter feed,
linking features in St Mary’s
Churchyard with appropriate
prayers. You can review the
tweets by searching twitter using
the hashtag #stmaryschurchyard.
A leaflet complementing the
series can be dowloaded from St
Mary’s
website
at
www.stmarysprestwich.org then
click on Church Groups, then
Churchyard Action Group.
It
includes
pictures
of
our
wonderful churchyard with a
short explanation and an
appropriate prayer associated
with each of the images. We
hope the material will be a
helpful prayer resource, linked to
this ancient and special place.

World Faith in Numbers
Did you know? Christians are the
largest religious group in the
world, making up nearly one
third (31%) of the world’s
population. Muslims are the
second largest religious group
(24%), followed by those who
profess to have no faith (16%),
Hindus (15%) and Buddhists (7%).
Source - Pew Research Centre,
Washington DC.

An Easter Prayer

National Cemeteries Week
National
Cemeteries
Week
(NCW) will take place from 12-20
May 2018. In previous years
NCW has been held in
September, linked to the national
programme of heritage open
days. In September 2017 we
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God of glory,
by the raising of your Son
you have broken the chains
of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith
and hope;
for a new day has dawned
and the way to life stands
open
in our Saviour Jesus Christ.
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Diary Dates
Friday 13 April – “Broken” Group final session
Saturday 21 April – Parish trip to Liverpool
Food and Friendship

Earlier in the year we launched a
new ‘Food and Friendship’
gathering for older members of
our parish Youth Group. Above
the young people are pictured
with Adele and Chris after
enjoying a meal and conversation
hosted at the Rectory. Food and
Friendship will take place
monthly.
What is a Deacon?
A reflection from Revd Owen
Recently, as many of you will
know, when Reverend Chris was
snowbound in Lincolnshire, we
had to change some of our
services. One of the changes we
made was to have Morning
Prayer
instead
of
Holy
Communion at our Wednesday
service in church. Afterwards,
one of the people who had been
at that service asked me what
the reason for the change was,
and when I explained that it was
because Chris was away, they
simply asked, 'Why can't you do
Holy Communion?'. It occurred
to me that it might be useful to
use this space to say a few words
about what a deacon is, and
what is distinctive about this
ministry.
First, a deacon is an ordained
member of the clergy. Deacons
receive the grace of Holy Orders

Wednesday 25 April – Meditation Group “Be Still”
Saturday 28 April – Holy Hour of Prayer

when the Bishop calls down the
Holy Spirit at their ordination,
but a deacon must be ordained,
and once ordained, there is no
going back!
Second, as ordained people,
deacons can do certain things
such as bless things but not
people. Deacons can officiate at
funerals and preside over
Baptisms.

The most important part of the
deacon's role, however, is at the
Eucharist. The deacon would
usually proclaim the Holy Gospel.
The deacon also prepares the
altar for the things of heaven.
The deacon does this because
the deacon is servant to all. This
is why the deacon wears their
stole over one shoulder and
fastened to one side - like the
towel which Jesus tied around his
waist when he washed his
disciples' feet - it is a reminder
that the ministry of the deacon is
chiefly a ministry of service.

the Eucharist is the special
ministry of the Bishops and
Priests. Consequently, deacons
may not preside at the Eucharist.
God-willing, I will be ordained
priest in June, and my ministry
will take on a new focus with the
Eucharist at its heart. When that
happens, I will not cease to be a
Deacon, I am a Deacon forever
as is Chris. Around the same
time, two of our ordinands from
the parish – Carole and Richard will be made a deacon, and we
will, I pray, celebrate with them
at that special time. Until then,
please continue to hold both
myself and our ordinands
Richard, Carole and Adele in your
prayers as we prepare to receive
the grace of Holy Orders. And if
any of you feel moved at all to
consider that God may be calling
you to one of these sacred
offices, please do not hesitate to
come forward. Ordained ministry
is the most fulfilling and lifeaffirming thing I have ever done.
So if you are being called, I urge
you to answer – speak to Chris.
You will not regret it!
With every blessing for this
Easter season, Owen
William Law

Finally, to answer the question
posed at the beginning: 'Why
can't
you
do
Holy
Communion?' Presidency over

The Parish of St Mary the Virgin, Prestwich

William Law was an 18th Century
priest and writer who is
remembered by the Church of
England on 10 April each year. In
the following extract from The
Spirit of Love (published in 1752),
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he reflects on the goodness of
God: “God always was and
always will be the same
immutable will to all goodness.
So that as certainly as he is the
creator, so certainly is he the
blesser of every created thing,
and can give nothing but blessing
goodness, and happiness from
himself because he has in himself
nothing else to give. It is much
more possible for the sun to give
forth darkness than for God to
do, or be, or give forth anything
but blessing and goodness.”
Lent at the Movies

Children from our parish school
enjoyed ‘Lent at the Movies’ – a
series of sessions at the Rectory
on Wednesday afternoons during
Lent. After watching a film (the
selections included The Lego
Movie), the children discussed
faith-related themes which might
be drawn from the plot. And
plenty of popcorn was enjoyed as
well! Thanks go to Adele for
arranging our junior Lent Group –
the picture above was taken at
the final session.
50 Days of Prayer on Twitter
Every day during the 50 days of
the Easter Season we shall be
tweeting a prayer intention
suggested by a member of the
congregation
alongside
an
accompanying short prayer.
Follow
us
on
Twitter
@stmaryprestwich.
Holy Hour
On the last Saturday of every
month the Church is open from

1100-1200 for an hour of silent
prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament. Come and go as you
please – stay for 5 minutes or
stay for the whole hour. Holy
Hour is followed at 12 Noon by a
Eucharist of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. All are welcome. Next
date 28 April 2018.
First Holy Communions 2018
As mentioned on the front page,
twelve children from St Mary’s
received Holy Communion for
the first time on Palm Sunday.
We pray with Orla Beaumont,
Harry Chadwick, Thomas Clarke,
Kaitlin Connolly, Jemma Harper,
Amy Lambert, Isabelle Lambert,
Alexander Lewis, Lucie Pagan,
William Preston, Thomas Reid
and Amara Warren (pictured
below) as they take this new step
in their pilgrimage of faith.

Sunday Gospel Readings

8 April
8.00 John 20: 19-23
10.30 John 20: 19-end
15 April
8.00 John 10: 11-16
10.30 Luke 24: 36-48
22 April
8.00 John 16: 16-22
10.30 John 10: 11-18
29 April
8.00 John 16: 5-15
10.30 John 15: 1-8
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Regular worship at St Mary’s
Sunday
8.00am Eucharist
10.30am Sung Eucharist
Tuesday
7.30am Morning Prayer*
8.00am Eucharist*
Wednesday
7.30am Morning Prayer*
8.00am Eucharist*
10.00am Eucharist
Thursday
7.30am Morning Prayer*
8.00am Eucharist*
10.00am Pre-School Praise
Friday
7.30am Morning Prayer*
8.00am Eucharist*
9.15am Eucharist in St Mary’s
School
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at
the Rectory, Church Lane.

St Mary’s parish prayer
Loving Father, we pray your
blessing on our parish. Help us to
have hearts open to your Holy
Spirit. Give us the courage to
follow the way of Christ.
Strengthen us to be faithful in
prayer and loving service. Help
us to play our part in building up
your Kingdom here and now.

Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church
Lane, Prestwich, M25 1AN
Parish Priest:
Chris Wedge
telephone 0161 773 2912
Curate: Owen Edwards Email
owen.edwards2@btinternet.com
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet
tel
07950
354445;
Susie
Mapledoram tel 07710 557833
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