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From the Parish Priest  
At the end of this month we will 
be marking Holy Week.  These 
are the days which lead up to the 
great feast of Easter.  It is always 
a great sadness to me that so few 
people take part in the events of 
Holy Week so this year I want to 
encourage everyone to play a full 
part in the services which we will 
offer.  Palm Sunday (25 March) is 
the day on which we celebrate 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and 
this year a large number of our 
children will be admitted to the 
Eucharist for the first time at this 
service.  They have been working 
with Adele and Barbara as they 
have carefully prepared for this 
important moment in their faith 
journey.   

Holy Week itself begins on 
Monday 26 March and at 
7.30pm we will be having 
Stations of the Cross.  This is an 
ancient service which lasts for 
about 45 minutes and we make a 

physical as well as a spiritual 
journey around the building as 
we recall the events of Jesus final 
few days on earth.  It is a deeply 
moving and prayerful experience.  
We will repeat the same pattern 
on Tuesday and Wednesday.  On 
Maundy Thursday (29 March) 
we will have a very special 
service, again at 7.30pm, where 
we recall the events of the night 
before Jesus was crucified.  We 
have a Eucharist of the Last 
Supper, there is a ritual foot 
washing of 12 members of the 
congregation by the priest and 
we then strip away all the 
movable fixtures and fittings in 
the church until it is bare and 
stark.  For those who wish we 
then keep a vigil until midnight.  
During those hours of watching 
and waiting we recall Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane as he 
asked his disciples to pray with 
him into the night.   On Good 
Friday (30 March) there is an 
Ecumenical Walk of Witness at 
11am which begins at St. Mary’s 
and then we walk with Christians 
of all denominations from local 
churches to Tesco.  Once we are 
at the supermarket we hold a 
short public service near the 
main door to remind our 
neighbours that this was the day 
we remember the death of 
Christ.  Later that same day at 
2pm we hold a service in church 
with is called the Liturgy of the 
Cross.  We process a cross into 
the building and stop at three 
strategic points, the clergy 
prostrate themselves on the floor 
before the cross and we all have 
the opportunity to kiss the cross 
of Christ or to bow before it.  It is 
powerful, it is emotional, it is 
truly beautiful.  On Holy 
Saturday (31 March) we hold the 
Easter Liturgy at 7.30pm.  We 

start outside around a bonfire, 
we light the large Paschal Candle 
and we come into a dark and 
empty church.  We each light a 
small candle from the Easter light 
and pass the flame from one 
person to another.  We hear the 
story of salvation, we renew our 
baptismal vows amongst much 
splashing of water, we hold the 
first Eucharist of Easter and we 
rejoice because Christ is risen.  
We follow the service with a 
champagne reception and we 
party late into the night.  On 
Easter Day (1 April) we have 
special services at 8am and 
10.30am.  At the later service 
one of our members will be 
baptised, we will all be drenched 
in holy water and we will join our 
voices with those of the angels of 
heaven because the Good News 
is true.  If you go from Palm 
Sunday to Easter Day without 
taking part in any of the services 
of Holy Week you are really 
missing out, you are making your 
pilgrimage by missing out 
essential stages along the way.  
Put these days in your diary now, 
make Holy Week 2018 the week 
that changes your life forever, 
come to everything and let God 
touch your soul, let God change 
your life and let God show what 
life in all fullness really looks like.  
With love, Chris. 

 
St Mary’s now has more than 
1,270 followers on Twitter, an 
increase of over 20% over the 
last year.  Join us on Twitter for 
information on worship and 
events at St Mary’s and messages 
about the Good News of Jesus 
Christ: @stmaryprestwich 
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Find out more about Anglicans 

The worldwide Anglican 
Communion consists of an 
estimated 85 million Christians 
who are members of 45 different 
Anglican/Episcopal Churches in 
165 countries around the world.  
You can keep up to date with 
global Anglican news by visiting 
www.anglicannews.org. 
 
A Church is more than a building 
Adapted from the writings of 
Michael Mayne 

 
“Churches stand as silent 
witnesses in wood and stone.  
But witnessing to whom?  Every 
church in the world exists 
because of God acting in what we 
call the incarnation – in this 
extraordinary act of love God 
makes his nature known.  Each 
church continues to speak of the 
all-holy God who reveals himself 
once and for ever to be with us – 
enfleshed in the one born in a 
stable who is full of grace and 
truth.” 
 
Bill Cottam reviews a year in St 
Mary’s Churchyard  
At the start of 2018 the 
Churchyard Action Group 
volunteers were busy repairing 
the fence between the 
churchyard and Carmona Drive, 
following on from earlier work on 
one of the metal fences.  Just 
before this the volunteers were 
up on the roof of the Hearst 
House removing moss, leaves 

and tree saplings from the roof 
and gutters.   

 
Before Christmas we planted a 
thousand snowdrops and it is 
great to see that many of those 
planted earlier in the year are 
now showing.  The area around 
the memorial to Prestwich 
Hospital patients will look very 
different in the years to come 
(see above).  In total we have 
planted 15,000 bulbs and wild 
flowers over the last three years.   

Last Autumn we had overhanging 
trees removed along Clough 
Drive and we planted bulbs 
provided by Ambition for Aging 
Bury and Groundwork.  We also 
removed graffiti from the 
churchyard walls and replaced 
one of the bins which had been 
set alight by vandals.  We were 
also interviewed about the 
churchyard for a series of ‘living 
memories’ podcasts relating to 
Prestwich – you can listen to this 
interview on St Mary’s website 
by clicking on ‘church groups’, 
then ‘churchyard action group’.  

Also in the Autumn, time was 
spent clearing leaves from paths 
around the church and removing 
some rotten tree stumps which 
had originally formed part of a 
seat.  Earlier in the year the 
church paths had been treated 
for weeds, overgrown graves 
near Clough Drive were cleared, 
and holly bushes pruned.  Every 
Sunday the team from 
Community Payback have kept 
the “1923” section of the 
churchyard neat and tidy 
meaning that many more people 
are able to tend family graves – 
some years ago they would not 
have been able to do this as the 
area was completely overgrown.   
The Community Payback team’s 
work also makes it easier for us 
to place remembrance crosses on 
the war graves at the appropriate 
time of year.  Thanks go to all our 
volunteers who work every 
Tuesday morning and on the 
second Saturday morning of the 
month keeping the border along 
the path to the North Porch 
looking so neat, tidying around 
the graves and ashes plots, 
providing refreshments, litter 
picking, smiling and laughing.  
We also want to thank all those 
who contribute financially to help 
keep our churchyard tidy.  If you 
can join us to help, you will be 
very welcome.   
 
St Mary’s parish prayer 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help 
us to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   
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Diary Dates 
Sunday 25 March  – First Holy Communions 

Wednesday 25 April  – Meditation Group “Be Still” 
Saturday 28 April – Holy Hour  of Prayer

  

 
All are welcome at our 
celebrations for Holy Week and 
Easter: 
Sunday 25 March  
10.30am Palm Sunday Eucharist, 
with Palm Procession & the 
reading of the Passion Gospel  
Monday 26 March  
7.30pm Stations of the Cross  
Tuesday 27 March  
7.30am Morning Prayer * 
8.00am Eucharist * 
7.30pm Stations of the Cross  
Wednesday 28 March  
7.30am Morning Prayer * 
8.00am Eucharist * 
10.00am Eucharist  
7.30pm Stations of the Cross  
Maundy Thursday 29 March  
7.30am Morning Prayer * 
8.00am Eucharist * 
7.30pm Eucharist of the Last 
Supper followed by Vigil of 
Prayer until Midnight 

Good Friday 30 March  
7.30am Morning Prayer * 
11.00am Walk of Witness  
2.00pm Liturgy of the Cross  
Holy Saturday 31 March  
7.30pm Easter Liturgy, followed 
by celebration Champagne Party  
Sunday 1 April – Easter Day  
8.00am Eucharist  
10.30am Sung Eucharist & 
Baptism  
* in the Oratory at the Rectory 
 
Church Roof Repairs 
Recent work on St Mary’s roof to 
replace lead which had been 
stolen gave us the chance for a 
close-up photograph of the 
exterior carving of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary to be found high up 
at the east end of the church 
above the altar.  Mary is seen 
with a halo and holding a lily

 
stem, a traditional symbol of 
purity. 
 
50 Days of Prayer 
During the fifty days of the Easter 
season, starting on 1 April 2018, 
we shall be tweeting prayer 
intentions suggested by 
members of the congregation at 
St Mary’s, alongside a related 
short prayer.  The final days of 
the season, from 10-20 May will 
coincide with the global wave of 
prayer known as “Thy Kingdom 
Come”.  Thy Kingdom Come is a 
global prayer movement, which 
invites Christians around the 
world to pray between Ascension 
and Pentecost for more people 
to come to know Jesus Christ. 
What started out as an invitation 
from the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York in 2016 to 
the Church of England has now 
grown into an international and 
ecumenical call to prayer.  More 
information can be found at 
www.thykingdomcome.global  
 
Stonyhurst Museum 
A new musuem has been opened 
at Stonyhurst College near 

Clitheroe.  Being promoted as the 
oldest museum collection in the 
English speaking world, the 
opening of the Old Chapel 
Museum is the culmination of 
five years of conservation work 
and research. It brings together 
artefacts, from many millennia 
BC to the 21st century, reflecting 
human history and culture, art, 
music, science and the flourishing 
of knowledge and spirituality. 

 
The museum opens access for 
the first time to artefacts such as 
the First Folio of Shakespeare, 
possessions of Tudor and Stuart 
royalty, rare medieval silver and 
embroideries and historic 
manuscripts (like that pictured 
above). The first acquisition to 
the collections now on display, 
Henry VII’s cope and chasuble, 
was recorded in 1609.  More 
information on the new museum 
can be found at 
www.enterprises.stonyhurst.ac.uk/

chapel-museum, where you can 
find a list of public open dates 
during July and August 2018.  
Stonyhurst is about thirty miles 
from Prestwich. 
 
First Holy Communions 2018 
Twelve children are currently 
being prepared for admission to 
Holy Communion which will take 
place this year on Palm Sunday at 
the start of Holy Week.  Please 
pray for the children of our 
parish at this important time in 
their faith journey. 
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Children and young people are a 
valued part of our community. 
During School term, Junior 
Church meets on Sunday at 
10.30am.  The Prestwich Mission 
Partnership Youth Group meets 
on Sunday at 6.30pm.  The 22nd 
Prestwich Scout Group meets on 
weekday evenings.  Pre-School 
Praise is on Thursdays at 10am.  
We enjoy a close relationship 
with our Parish School.  More 
information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 

 
Pre-School Praise  
Our Pre-School Praise service 
(Thursdays during school terms 
at 10am) continues to go from 
strength to strength.  Typically 
around eighty children and adults 
attend this short service of 
prayer, singing and craft activity, 
followed by refreshments for all.  
Here we are sharing some recent 
pictures - all are very welcome to 
join us on Thursday morning. 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
Holy Hour  
On the last Saturday of every 
month the Church is open from 
1100-1200 for an hour of silent 
prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament.  Come and go as you 
please – stay for 5 minutes or 
stay for the whole hour.  Holy 
Hour is followed at 12 Noon by a 
Eucharist of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  All are welcome.  Holy 
Hour will not take place in 
March.  Next date 28 April 2018. 
 
Sunday Gospel Readings  

4 March  
8.00 Luke 11: 14-28 
10.30 John 2: 18-22 
11 March - Mothering Sunday 
8.00  John 6: 1-14 
10.30  Luke 2: 33-35 
18 March 
8.00  John 8: 46-end 
10.30  John 12: 20-33 

25 March – Palm Sunday 
8.00  Matthew 21: 1-13 
10.30  Passion Gospel of Mark 
 
Regular worship at St Mary’s  

Sunday  
8.00am Eucharist 
10.30am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
Wednesday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
10.00am Eucharist 
Thursday 
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
10.00am Pre-School Praise 
Friday  
7.30am Morning Prayer* 
8.00am Eucharist* 
9.15am Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
 
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at 
the Rectory, Church Lane.   

 

 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, Prestwich, M25 1AN    
 
Parish Priest:  Chris Wedge 
telephone 0161 773 2912 
Curate: Owen Edwards Email 
owen.edwards2@btinternet.com 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
tel 07950 354445; Susie 
Mapledoram tel 07710 557833 


