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This month’s issue has a special 
focus on children’s ministry at St 
Mary’s.  Read on for a reflection 
from the Head Teacher of our 
parish school, an article about 
our Sunday morning Junior 
Church, an update on the 
activities of Pre-School Praise, 
and information about our 
Children’s Lent Group, which 
begins on 28 February.   Karen 
Beal, Children’s Work Officer for 
the Diocese of Manchester will 
be the preacher at our All Age 
Eucharist at 1030 on 4 February 
when we shall be celebrating 
children’s ministry in the parish. 
 
From the Curate  
First may I say how very happy I 
am to have finally joined this 
wonderful parish. I ask for your 
prayers as I settle in to this new 
and exciting place. I have been 
asked to address the theme of 
ministry among children, and I 
approach the subject with some 
trepidation! Although my PhD 
was focused on this ministry, I 
am by no means an expert. But 
there are one or two insights 
which I can share.  Recently I 
worked on a project about the 
experiences of young school 
children who had been to visit a 

real, living place  of worship. My 
focus was on a cathedral, but the 
findings could apply to any large 
church. We had designed a day 
of interactive activities, arranged 
around the themes of Advent 
and Christmas. Students dressed 
up as monks and learned 
plainchant, and had to practice 
sitting still and silent. They also 
learned about the Eucharist and 
the seasons of the Christian year 
by dressing up as bishops, 
priests, and deacons. There was a 
Christmas nativity play with 
puppets, and a Lego workshop 
where students were encouraged 
to be creative, and express in 
Lego what Christmas meant for 
them. 

At the end of the day, there were 
a lot of happy children, and lots 
of exhausted volunteers! Before 
this wonderful event, I had been 
into the schools and asked the 
students to write down what 
Christmas meant for them. After 
the event, I went and asked the 
same question, trying to find out 
what impact the experience of 
church had had on our young 
visitors.  The findings were quite 
profound. Before the visit, the 
students most often said that 
Christmas was all about getting 
presents and eating big family 
dinners. But afterwards, the 
focus was very different. After 
the visit Christmas was all about 
celebrating the birth of Christ, 
and the giving and receiving of 
presents was often put in the 
context of recognising the needs 
of those who have little. In other 

words, the experience of a living, 
breathing place of worship 
transformed the understanding 
of Christmas for hundreds of 
young people. And that, I felt, 
was something to celebrate.  
What are the lessons we can 
draw from this here at St Mary’s? 
Luckily, we have an incredible 
church school, but if I have 
learned anything from my former 
life as a researcher in the worlds 
of religion and education, it is 
that if we want our young people 
to grow in faith and holiness, 
Christian teaching must happen 
not only at school, but in the 
home, and at church. We live in a 
time where levels of religious 
literacy among young people are 
generally very low. But this is 
true only where young people 
have no experience of real faith, 
and real faithful people. I think 
we can, and are, giving our young 
people that experience at St 
Mary’s, and I pray that it will 
continue to be so.  
I wish you all a blessed Epiphany-
tide, Owen 
 
Mission and Ministry at St 
Mary’s School – a reflection from 
Sarah Jones, Head Teacher 

 
The link between a church and its 
parish school can be present on 
many levels, from superficial to a 
mutually established, real and 
meaningful partnership. Over the 
past year – my first year as Head 
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Teacher at St Mary’s School, I 
have experienced the deep 
rooted and mutual relationship 
with St Mary’s church and have 
been privileged to be a part of 
the ever developing and evolving 
relationship.   
 
It is important that our children 
experience and learn about God’s 
presence and the Christian faith, 
not only in school but also in 
church and the wider 
community. To provide this we 
have an annual programme of 
events, which include shared 
worship in school and at church, 
community events and mutual 
fundraising projects where our 
pupils play an active role. 
Children from our Nursery 
through to Year 6 lead and 
participate in collective worship 
within school and at church. 
There is a real feeling of us being 
a St Mary’s family and 
community  

 
A valuable part of our school 
week is our Friday morning 
Eucharist for pupils in Years 3 to 
6 which takes place every Friday 
during school terms at 0915. All 
are welcome to attend.  Pupils 
actively engage in the worship, 
reading the Gospel and leading 
the prayers (pictured above). We 
regularly have around twenty-
five pupils receiving the 
sacrament and the next 
preparation for Holy Communion 
programme is due to begin soon.   
Each week, Reverend Chris 
(pictured below during the 

service) presents his sermon to 
the children in an interactive and 
thoughtful manner, which 
inevitably encourages our 
children to share their thoughts, 
feelings and questions – further 
developing their own faith and 
viewpoints in a safe and 
respectful environment.  

 
Pupils regularly provide feedback 
about worship in school and at 
church, also providing ideas for 
future focus for worship, 
reflection and assemblies. 
 
“Worship helps us to get closer 
to God”. (Tilly) 
 “I find the Eucharist service 
calming”. (Arielle) 
“I like how Reverend Chris uses 
the stories of the Bible to help us 
to learn about our lives”.  (Safiya) 
“Reverend Chris is so patient and 
understands young minds”. 
(Charlie) 
 
As we progress through this 
academic year, school and 
parishioners will be working with 
our children in the ‘Experience 
Easter’ programme (more 
information to follow in a future 
issue of St Mary’s Monthly News) 
and to create a St Mary’s school 
banner. With the children, we 
are also designing and creating a 
St Mary’s prayer and reflection 
garden.  Exciting times ahead for 
us all at St Mary’s! 
You can find out more about St 
Mary’s School on the web at: 
www.schoolswire.org/public/stmary003.html 

What is a Rector? 

Last month the Bishop of 
Manchester visited St Mary’s to 
license Owen Edwards as Curate.  
At the same service Chris Wedge 
was instituted as Rector of the 
parish.  Owen and Chris are 
pictured above, with the bishop.  
Chris’s appointment as Rector 
makes little practical difference 
compared to his previous title 
“Priest in Charge”.  The 
traditional distinctions between 
clergy roles like ‘Rector’ and 
‘Vicar’ have largely disappeared 
in various changes over the 
years.  One remaining difference 
in the case of the Rector of 
Prestwich is that Chris is now 
formally the “Patron” of a 
number of parishes in North 
Manchester which were 
originally created out of the 
ancient large parish of Prestwich-
cum-Oldham - in the middle ages 
this stretched from the edge of 
Eccles in the west to the 
Yorkshire border in the east.  In 
the role of Patron, Chris will take 
a part in the recruitment and 
appointment of clergy to these 
parishes, as the occasion arises, 
and as Rector, Chris will formally 
‘present’ candidates for 
appointment to the Bishop.  
Parishes under the patronage of 
the Rector of Prestwich include 
St Margaret’s and St Gabriel’s 
here in Prestwich, as well as 
churches like St Paul Royton and 
Holy Trinity Shaw. 
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Diary Dates 
Sunday 4 February – Celebration of Children’s 
Ministry at 1030, with visiting preacher - Karen Beal 

Wednesday 14 February – Ash Wednesday 
Friday 16 February  – Lent Group “Broken” begins 
Wednesday 28 February - Children’s Lent Group starts 

  
St Mary’s Junior Church  
St Mary’s Junior Church (for 
children aged 5-11) meets weekly 
during school terms within the 
1030 Sunday Eucharist.  The 
children gather first in church, 
before moving to Church Lane 
Community Centre, and 
returning to the church building 
in time for Holy Communion.  
Typically around 15-20 children 
attend each week (see picture 
below).  We asked them to say 
what they enjoy:  I like the 
activities so you can learn about 
Jesus in a fun way (Alex)….. I like 
the arts and crafts and it’s really 
fun (Amy) … I like reading the 
Gospel of Luke (Luke) … I like 
seeing my friends and having lots 
of fun (Lucy). 

 
Junior Church is run by a 
committed team of DBS-checked 
adult volunteer leaders and 
helpers.   The leaders have 
shared some reflections on being 
part of the Junior Church team: 
“Being a junior church leader 
has enabled me to explore my 
own faith more deeply by being 
part of the team and 
participating in children's 
ministry training. I love finding 
out what the children have to 
say and helping them to explore 
their faith and take part in our 
church community.” (Jo P) …  “ I 
like trying to tell the message of 
Jesus in a way children will 
understand and take to heart.”  
(Jo  C) …  “It is a pleasure being 

part of the children’s faith 
journey.” (Emma) … “Junior 
Church is amazing.  Hearing the 
children express their love and 
understanding of Jesus is a 
privilege to hear.” (Nicky) 
To find out more, speak to  
Emma Chadwick (email 
emma.chadwick@live.co.uk).   
 
St Mary’s Pre-School Praise 
supporting Porch Boxes 

 Week by week at St Mary’s we 
continue our donations to the 
Bury-based charity Porch Boxes 
which provides crisis packs of 
food and toiletries for local 
people in urgent need. A recent 
collection in our Pre-School 
Praise congregation enabled us 
to donate nearly 1000 nappies. 
Above members of St Mary’s 
are pictured handing over the 
boxes of nappies.  Find out 
more about the work of Porch 
Boxes – and what you can 
donate - on the web at 
porchboxes.wordpress.com.  A 
collection box for donations can 
be found in the Wilton Chapel at 
St Mary’s (near the War 
Memorial).  Pre-School Praise 
meets on Thursdays during 
school terms at 1000.  Typically 
around eighty children and adults 
attend this short service of 
prayer, singing and craft activity, 
followed by refreshments for all: 
you are welcome to experience 
“God …and Cake”. 

 

News from the PCC 
The Parochial Church Council 
(PCC) works with the Parish 
Priest to lead the mission and 
minstry of St Mary’s, guided by 
our Mission Action Plan.  At its 
most recent meeting the PCC 
reviewed our mission & outreach 
over the Christmas period; they 
discussed the forthcoming 
“Easter Experience” programme, 
to be offered in partnership with 
the parish school; the PCC 
discussed a major grant 
application to be made to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund; and they 
considered employing a youth 
worker in the parish, concluding 
that our volunteer leaders are 
doing a great job and there is 
currently no need for a paid post. 
You can find more information 
on the PCC, and download a copy 
of the  Mission Action Plan, from 
St Mary’s website at 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/info
rmation/contacts 

 
St Mary’s parish prayer 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help 
us to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   

https://t.co/DTftZkhOZZ
https://t.co/DTftZkhOZZ
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#Live Lent is the national 
Church of England’s digital 
campaign for the Lenten 
season.  Daily online reflections 
will lead you on a daily 
discipleship journey through 
Lent from the Gospel of John.  
The Archbishops say: “These 
Lent reflections take you on a 
journey through the Gospel of 
John and give you an 
opportunity to explore what the 
gift of Jesus and the challenge 
of Jesus mean for you, in the 
context of your daily life.  God 
offers us life for the sake of 
others. The light he gives us in 
Jesus Christ is not to be hidden 
but to shine – it’s a gift to be 
lived and shared. Indeed, the 
more we share it and let it 
shine, the brighter it burns.”  
Find out more about the full 
range of #LiveLent resources 
and activities at 
www.churchofengland.org/lent.  
You can receive the daily 
reflections by texting Lent to 
88802 or by following the 
Church of England on Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram, where 
they will be posted daily. 
 
Children and young people are a 
valued part of our community. 
During School term, Junior 
Church meets on Sunday at 1030.  
The Prestwich Mission 
Partnership Youth Group meets 
on Sunday at 1830.  The 22nd 
Prestwich Scout Group meets on 
weekday evenings.  Pre-School 
Praise is on Thursdays at 1000.  
We enjoy a close relationship 

with our Parish School.  More 
information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 

 
Lent at St Mary’s 

 
The Eucharist will be celebrated 
on Ash Wednesday (14 February) 
at 0730, 1000, and 1930.  Chris 
and Owen will also be in St 
Mary’s school for the distribution 
of ashes during the day.    

A Lent Group will meet at the 
Rectory on Friday evenings, 
themed around issues raised by 
the TV series Broken, starring 
Sean Bean (pictured above), 
which was broadcast on BBC1 
last summer.  Numbers are 
limited - SORRY NOW FULL.   A 
Children’s Lent Group for Years 5 
& 6 will meet on Wednesdays 
after school.  Consent forms are 
available from Adele McKie. 
 
 Sunday Gospel Readings  

4 February  
0800 Luke 8: 4-15 
1030 John 1: 1-14 
11 February 
0800  Luke 18: 31-43 
1030  Mark 9: 2-9 
18 February 
0800  Matthew 4: 1-11 
1030  Mark 1: 9-15 
25 February 
0800  Matthew 15: 21-28 
1030  Mark 8: 31-end 

Regular worship at St Mary’s  

Sunday  
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
Wednesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
1000 Eucharist 
Thursday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
1000 Pre-School Praise 
Friday  
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
 
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at 
the Rectory, Church Lane.   

 

 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, Prestwich, M25 1AN    
 
Parish Priest:  Chris Wedge 
telephone 0161 773 2912 
Curate: Owen Edwards Email 
owen.edwards2@btinternet.com 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
tel 07950 354445; Susie 
Mapledoram tel 07710 557833 


