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From the Parish Priest
Happy New Year and I pray that
2018 will be a time of real
blessings to you all. This month
we welcome Rev Owen Edwards
as our Curate. Owen was trained
in the Anglican Church in Wales
and ordained in Canada as a
Deacon in the Anglican Church of
Canada and worked in a parish in
Newfoundland.
God willing,
Owen will be ordained as a priest
later this year. Owen will live in
the curate’s house on Rectory
Lane and we all look forward to
getting to know him as he serves
amongst us. A new curate is
always a time of great rejoicing in
a parish and it is also a great
opportunity. It is our role, all of
us together, to help Owen be
formed as a priest in God’s
church. St. Mary’s is a parish
where Owen will gain a wide
variety of experiences and he will
have much to contribute. It is
our job to help Owen to be
deeply rooted in prayer, to build
relationship
across
our
community and to grow in
confidence as a leader in mission.
This month we also say a
temporary farewell to Carole
Barnet as she begins a three
month placement in another

parish as part of her priestly
formation. Adele McKie also
continues her formation as a
priest and Adele will be with us
throughout the coming months.
Soon there will be four priests
serving St. Mary’s and this is a
real blessing from God. It means
that we will be able to undertake
new ministries and to grow in
new ways under God’s grace.
Ministry at St. Mary’s is not
confined to the ordained. We
are blessed by leadership and
service in many different ways
from lay people. Our Youth and
Children’s work is led by lay
people, our music is led by lay
people, our communications are
the province of lay people, our
grounds are looked after by lay
people, and the many hours of
leadership offered by our Church
Wardens and PCC members are
all examples of lay leadership at
St. Mary’s. These many different
vocations are all a gift from God.
How is God calling you in 2018,
what is God stirring in your soul
as you deepen your life of faith.
God is certainly calling you by
name – why not make 2018 the
year in which, like Mary, you say
yes to God.
With love, Chris

A New Year Meditation, from
Henri Nouwen
We must learn to live each day,
each hour, yes, each minute as
a new beginning, as a unique
opportunity to make everything
new. Imagine that we could live
each moment as a moment
pregnant
with
new
life.
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Imagine that we could live each
day as a day full of promises.
Imagine that we could walk
through the new year always
listening to the voice saying to
us: ‘I have a gift for you and I
can’t wait for you to see it!’
Imagine. Is it possible that our
imagination can lead us into the
truth of our lives? Yes it can!
The problem is that we allow
our past, which becomes longer
and longer each year, to say to
us: “you know it all, you have
seen it all, be realistic; the
future will just be a repeat of
the past. Try to survive it as
best you can”. There are so
many cunning foxes jumping on
our shoulders and whispering in
our ears the great lie: “there is
nothing new under the sun –
don’t let yourself be fooled”.
When we listen to these foxes
they
eventually
prove
themselves right: our new year,
our new day, our new hour
become flat, boring, dull and
without anything new. So what
are we to do? First we must
send the foxes back to where
they belong – in their fox holes.
And then we must open our
minds and our hearts to the
voice that resounds through the
valleys and hills of our life
saying, ”Let me show you where
I live among my people. My
name is ‘God with you’. I will
wipe all the tears from your
eyes; there will be no more
death, and no more mourning
or sadness. The world of the
past has gone.”
Henri Nouwen, (1932 –1996) was
a Dutch priest and theologian.
Who went on to work with
mentally and physically disabled
people at a L'Arche community
in Ontario.
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Institution and Licensing Service
Sunday 14 January 2018

The Bishop of Manchester,
pictured above, will be at St
Mary’s on Sunday 14 January to
preside at a service of Institution
of Chris as Rector of the parish
and the Licensing of Owen
Edwards as Curate of St Mary’s.
All are welcome to this
celebration of our parish mission
and ministry starting at 1030.
St Mary’s parish prayer
Loving Father, we pray your
blessing on our parish. Help us to
have hearts open to your Holy
Spirit. Give us the courage to
follow the way of Christ.
Strengthen us to be faithful in
prayer and loving service. Help
us to play our part in building up
your Kingdom here and now.
The Ozanne Foundation is a new
charity,
launched
on
28
December
2017,
working
with religious
organisations
around the world to eliminate
discrimination based on sexuality
or gender in order to embrace
and celebrate the equality and
diversity of all.

Quoting from the statement of
purpose of the new group,

“stigmatisation and prejudice of
minority sexuality and gender
groups are still sadly touchstone
issues amongst most religious
organisations
around
the
world. This has led to the
legitimisation
of
various
homophobic,
biphobic
and
transphobic
policies
and
practices that impact the views
of wider society.
There is
therefore an urgent need for the
Church, and indeed all religions,
to more fully understand the
significant impact of their
teachings
on
the
LGBTI
community, and the harm that
this has caused. Particularly,
there is also a need for better
education about sexuality and
gender issues within religious
organisations, dispelling out-ofdate myths with factual scientific
evidence.
The
Ozanne
Foundation will develop a work
plan that will look to address all
these needs. This plan will
include speaking and teaching at
organised events, conducting
research into changing attitudes
regarding human sexuality and
providing educational materials
for personal and group study and
reflection. In addition it will help
facilitate high
level
private
meetings with senior members of
religious organisations and the
establishment to help advocate
for changes that eliminate
discrimination on the grounds of
sexuality and gender.”
The foundation has been
established by Jane Ozanne, who
is a member of the Church of
England
General
Synond.
Archdeacon of Rochdale, Cherry
Vann, is a Trustee of the new
charity.
More information can be found
at https://ozanne.foundation.
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Cathedrals
Communities

and

their

A new report commending
England’s 42 Anglican cathedrals
for their continued importance as
places of worship, their wider
community work and their
commitment to promoting local
economic growth was published
at the end of December by the
Department for Communities
and Local Government.
The report, “Cathedrals and their
communities”, is the culmination
of a year-long tour which saw the
Minister for Faith, Lord Bourne
visit all of England’s Anglican
cathedrals to better understand
their continued importance both
to local communities and wider
society. The report highlights
cathedrals as diverse churches
that are not only important
sacred centres of worship but
also places of valued social
support and community and
interfaith engagement.
Writing in the government press
release, Minister for Faith Lord
Bourne said: “There is no better
time to remind ourselves of the
strong role cathedrals play in our
national life than at Christmas, as
worshippers gather in naves
across the country to celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ.”
You can read the whole report
(20
pages)
at
www.gov.uk/government/publi
cations/cathedrals-and-theircommunities

www.stmarysprestwich.org

Page 2

St Mary’s Monthly News
Diary Dates
Sunday 7 January – Feast of the Epiphany & Prestwich
Mission Partnership Anniversary
Sunday 14 January – Service of Licensing and
Institution of Owen Edwards and Chris Wedge, with
the Bishop of Manchester presiding
Prestwich Mission Partnership
Anniversary Service at Epiphany

We will celebrate the Feast of the
Epiphany on Sunday 7 January
2018 and on this day we shall
also mark the anniversary of the
formation of the Prestwich
Mission Partnership. The Revd
Deborah
Sandercock-Pickles
(Priest in Charge of St Margaret’s
Prestwich) will preside and
preach at St Mary’s at 1030.
St Mary’s Social Programme

Beetle Drive with fun for all the
family.
Saturday 27 January
2018 at 1900 in the Church Lane
Community Centre.

The Prayer Tree in the Wilton
Chapel at St Mary’s is a focus for
prayer. Please feel encouraged
to leave a prayer on the tree at
any of our services – you can also
light a candle as a sign of your
prayer.

Saturday 27 January – Holy Hour at 1100 and
Eucharist of the Blessed Virgin Mary at 1200. Beetle
Drive at 1900
Sunday 28 January – Feast of Candlemas
Sunday 4 February – Visiting Preacher - Karen Beale
Wednesday 14 February – Ash Wednesday

Candlemas – 28 January

The Feast of Candlemas is the
culmination of the Church season
of Christmas and Epiphany. It
comes 40 days after Christmas to
reflect the fact that Jewish
children were brought to the
Temple 40 days after their birth
to be
dedicated
to
God.
This event in Jesus’s life is told in
the Bible and the Feast is also
referred to as the Presentation of
Christ in the Temple – see image
above.
The
day
is
called
Candlemas because
candles to be used during the
remainder of the church year
were traditionally blessed during
this
service
by
the
sprinkling of holy water.

Children and young people are a
valued part of our community.
During School term, Junior
Church meets on Sunday at 1030.
The
Prestwich
Mission
Partnership Youth Group meets
on Sunday at 1830. The 22nd
Prestwich Scout Group meets on
weekday evenings. Pre-School
Praise is on Thursdays at 1000.
We enjoy a close relationship
with our Parish School. More
information
at:
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups.

Children’s Ministry

A collect for Candlemas, which
we will celebrate this year at St
Mary’s on Sunday 28 January:
Almighty and ever-living God,
clothed in majesty, whose
beloved Son was this day
presented in the Temple, in
substance of our flesh: grant that
we may be presented to you with
pure and clean hearts, by your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.
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Karen Beale, pictured above,
Children’s Work Officer for the
Diocese of Manchester will be
the preacher at our All Age
Eucharist on Sunday 4 February
2018. February’s issue of St
Mary’s Monthly News will have a
special focus on children’s
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ministry, with news from our
Junior School and a column from
the Head Teacher of St Mary’s
School, Sarah Jones.

Some Images of Christmas 2018
celebrations at St Mary’s

Regular worship at St Mary’s

A Prayer for the New Year

Almighty Father, beginning and
end of all we are and the hope to
which we cling, it is to you alone
we bring our sacrifice of praise.
Jesus Christ, Word of God
becoming flesh, in whose
footsteps we now tread, it is to
your feet that we humbly bow in
service. Holy Spirit, creating
breath and life to all, a living
presence within our hearts, it is
in your power that we can do all
things. Father, Son and Spirit,
Three in One, Be the unity
between our lives, the light by
which we see and the rock upon
which we walk today and all
days. Amen

The crib on Christmas Eve

Sunday
0800 Eucharist
1030 Sung Eucharist
Tuesday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
Wednesday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
1000 Eucharist
Thursday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
1000 Pre-School Praise
Friday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s
School
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at
the Rectory, Church Lane.

Sunday Gospel Readings
Our floral decorations

7 January - Epiphany
0800 Matthew 2: 1-12
1030 Matthew 2: 1-12
14 January
0800 John 2: 1-11
1030 John 1: 43-end
21 January
0800 Matthew 8: 1-13
1030 John 2: 1-11
28 January - Candlemas
0800 Luke 2: 22-40
1030 Luke 2: 22-40
Adele Chris and Carole after the
Eucharist on Christmas Day
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