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From the Parish Priest  
I am told that childbirth is a 
messy business, it is painful and 
there is nothing that is pretty 
about it.  Christmas is all about 
the birth of a baby, born to poor 
parents in an out of the way 
place under very difficult 
circumstances.  So easily at 
Christmas we can romanticise 
the birth of Jesus as we gaze at 
Christmas cards of the holy 
family in the stable in soft focus 
and golden light.  Can it really 
have looked like that?  I suspect 
it was cold, it may have smelt 
bad and Mary must have been 
exhausted and full of anxiety.  
And at the very heart of the 
scene is Jesus, the Christ child, 
radiating light and attracting our 
attention.  As we prepare to 
celebrate Christmas, we do well 
to remember the reality of that 
scene in the stable and to know 
that God was there in the heart 
of it, in the pain, the fear, the 
worry and the joy.  God is there 
in that reality just as he is in the 
reality of your life and mine.  
When challenges and tragedies 
come into our lives God is there 

too.  When our relationships 
crumble, when our health breaks 
down, when work saps our souls 
and when we can’t sleep because 
of money worries, God is there 
too always at our side.  Christmas 
reminds us that God longs to be 
at the centre of our lives, 
transforming and renewing us, 
bringing us together to be his 
holy people and inviting us to live 
for peace and justice.  This 
Christmas I invite you to come 
and worship the Prince of Peace 
and to proclaim God’s joy to the 
world. 
With love, Chris 
 

 
Christmas at St Mary’s 

 

Sunday 17 December 

1800 Carol Service 

 

Sunday 24 December 

0800 Eucharist 

1030 Sung Eucharist  

1600 Crib Service  

2330 Midnight Eucharist 

 

Monday 25 December 

0800 Eucharist 

1030 Sung Eucharist 

The Church of England Online 

The national Church of England 
website was relaunched during 
November with a new design.  
Major improvements include:  

 Simplified navigation, better 
search.  Over 250 
professional new images 
show the breadth of the 
Church and its mission.   

 A transformed “Our faith” 
section that encourages 
engagement with Christianity 
- new “Faith in action” films 
bring to life the work of the 
Church.  

 A streamlined prayer and 
worship section - prayer 
features at the heart of the 
new website. 

 A new “Life events” section 
better explaining baptisms, 
confirmations, weddings and 
funerals. 

Check out the new site at 
www.churchofengland.org  
 
Advent Hope – a reflection by 
Michael Mayne, former Dean of 
Westminster Abbey 

 
“The real importance of Advent is 
in its reminder that as there was 
a beginning of creation, so there 
will be an end and as there is a 
beginning to our lives, so we 
each will die.  But what do we 
mean by ‘the end’ .  For the Bible 
‘the end’ doesn’t mean a final full 
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stop, like the running of the 
credit titles before the empty 
screen at the end of a film.  It 
means the purpose, the end for 
which you and I and the whole 
universe were made, our proper 
and satisfying completion.  The 
end for you and me is not 
extinction.  Our purpose, or 
destiny, our proper end is to 
come to know God himself, to 
respond with trust to his love in 
Jesus Christ, to respond with 
proper care, compassion and 
understanding to one another 
and so find at last our 
completion, our fulfilment and 
our wholeness, as those who are 
made in God’s likeness.  Advent 
hope is much more than a 
political and social hope for 
freedom and prosperity.  It is the 
hope of the Kingdom of God – 
the Kingdom which is to be 
fulfilled in God’s good time and in 
ways we cannot yet imagine.  But 
a Kingdom too, which since the 
first Christmas is already mong 
us, a Kingdom of which every 
Eucharist is a tiny foretaste, and 
the Kingdom which, once our 
eyes are opened, keeps on 
breaking in in the most surprising 
ways and the most unexpected 
places”. 
 
The Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary , is celebrated in the 
church calendar – both in the 
Western and the Eastern 
Churches – on 8 December. 

This festival dates from the 7th 
century and marks the dawn of 
the New Covenant showing that 
mortal flesh can bring Christ into 
the world.  In medieval period, 
reflecting on this festival, St 
Anselm of Canterbury wrote this: 

“God created all things and Mary 
gave birth to God.  God himself, 
who made all things, made 
himself from Mary.  In this way 
he remade all that he had made. 
God is, then, Father of all created 
things and Mary is mother of all 
that has been recreated.  God is 
Father of the institution of all 
things and Mary is mother of the 
restitution of all things”.  At St 
Mary’s we celebrate the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in a Eucharist in her 
honour on the last Saturday of 
each month at 12 noon, following 
a Holy Hour of Prayer from 1100.  
Next date Saturday 27 January 
2018. 
 
Your Christmas Journey 

Your Christmas Journey is a 
series of short reflections 
throughout December and into 
early January 2018, introduced 
by Archbishop Justin Welby. 
The reflections are part of a 
national Church of England 
#GodwithUs Christmas 
campaign to help us all grow in 
our love of God.  You can sign 
up to  receive these messages 
by text or email from the 
following web site: 
www.churchofengland.org/our-
faith/godwithus-christmas-
2017/godwithus-resources 
 

 

The new church year begins on  
Advent Sunday 3 December 
2017.  Over the next year, until 
November 2018, the Gospel 
readings at the 1030 Sunday 
Eucharist will mainly be from the 
Gospel of St Mark.  Mark’s 
Gospel begins with the statement 
that it is ‘the Good news about 
Jesus Christ, the son of God’.  
Jesus is pictured as a man of 
action and authority and Mark 
presents the story of Jesus in a 
straightforward, vigorous way, 
with an emphasis on what Jesus 
did, rather than on his words and 
teachings.   Most biblical scholars 
believe that Mark’s was the first 
Gospel to be written, sometime 
around the year 70 AD.  
 
St Mary’s Social Programme 

Save the date for a parish Beetle 
Drive with fun for all the family.   
Saturday 27 January 2018 at 
1900 in the Church Lane 
Community Centre. 
 
St Mary’s parish prayer 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help 
us to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   
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Diary Dates 
Sunday 3 December – Advent Sunday 
Sunday 7 January – Feast of the Epiphany & Prestwich 
Mission Partnership Anniversary 
 

Sunday 14 January – Service of Licensing and  
Institution with the Bishop of Manchester 
Saturday 27 January  – Holy Hour at 1100 and 
Eucharist of the Blessed Virgin Mary at 1200.  Beetle 
Drive at 1900 

  
Institution and Licensing Service 
Sunday 14 January 2018 

The Bishop of Manchester, 
pictured above, will be at St 
Mary’s on Sunday 14 January to 
preside at a service of Institution 
of Chris as Rector of the parish 
and the Licensing of Owen 
Edwards as Curate of St Mary’s.  
All are welcome to this 
celebration of our parish mission 
and ministry starting at 1030. 
 
A year-end reflection from Pope 
Francis on the Gospel of new life 
– following Jesus together 

”A heart troubled by the desire 
for possessions is a heart full of 
desire for possessions but empty 
of God.  That is why Jesus 
frequently warned the rich, 
because they greatly risk placing 
their security in the goods of this 
world, and security, the final 
security is in God.  In a heart 
possessed by wealth there isn’t’ 
much room for faith: everything 
is involved with wealth, there is 
no room for faith.  If however, 
one gives God his rightful place, 
that is first place, then His love 
leads one to share even one’s 
wealth.  God’s providence comes 
through our service to others, 

our sharing with others.  If each if 
us accumulates not for ourselves 
alone but for the service of 
others, the providence of God is 
made visible.  If however, one 
accumulates only for oneself, 
what will happen when one is 
called by God?  No one can take 
riches with them because – as 
you know, the shroud has no 
pockets!  It is better to share, for 
we can take with us to heaven 
only what we have shared with 
others.” 
 
A Prayer for Christmas Day 

 
Today, O God of light, 

your loving  
kindness dawns,  

your tender compassion 
shines upon us, 

for in your Saviour, 
born of human flesh, 

you reveal  
your gracious gift 

of our birth to life eternal. 
Fill us with wonder 

on this holy day: 
let us treasure in our hearts 

what we have been told, 
that our lives may proclaim 

your great and gentle 
mercy.  We ask this through 

Jesus Christ, your Word 
made flesh.  Amen 

The Feast of the Epiphany 

We will celebrate the Feast of the 
Epiphany on Sunday 7 January 
2018.  In the Western churches, 
the Epiphany (meaning 
‘manifestation’) became an 
occasion to celebrate one 
element in the story of Christ’s 
birth, the visit of the far-travelled 
magi, understood as the 
manifestation of Christ to the 
Gentiles.  In the Eastern 
churches, the Epiphany is, rather, 
the celebration of Christ’s 
baptism at the hands of John, 
when the heavens were opened 
and a voice from heaven 
declared Jesus to be God’s 
beloved Son. The miracle of Cana 
in Galilee, where Jesus ‘first 
manifested his glory’, follows 
immediately.  The season of 
joyful celebration that begins at 
Christmas now continues 
through the successive Sundays 
of Epiphany, and the festal cycle 
ends with the Feast of the 
Presentation (Candlemas), which 
we will celebrate on 28 January 
2018.  
On Sunday 7 January we shall 
also mark the anniversary of the 
formation of the Prestwich 
Mission Partnership.  The Revd 
Deborah Sandercock-Pickles 
(Priest in Charge of St Margaret’s 
Prestwich) will preside and 
preach at St Mary’s at 1030. 
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An Epiphany Prayer 
Lord God of the nations, we 
have seen the star of your glory 
rising in splendour.  Make 
radiant the lives of your people 
with that same brightness, and 
beckon all the nations to walk as 
one in your light.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 
Children and young people are a 
valued part of our community. 
During School term, Junior 
Church meets on Sunday at 1030.  
The Prestwich Mission 
Partnership Youth Group meets 
on Sunday at 1830.  The 22nd 
Prestwich Scout Group meets on 
weekday evenings.  Pre-School 
Praise is on Thursdays at 1000.  
We enjoy a close relationship 
with our Parish School.  More 
information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 

 
Parish News 
St Mary’s Pre-School Praise has 
been recognised in the Diocese 
of Manchester awards – below 
members of the PSP team 
receive their award certificate 
from the Bishop of Manchester.  

Pre-School Praise launched in 
April 2016 and takes place every 
Thursday during school terms, 
with a typical attendance of 75-
90 children and carers.  It has 
rapidly established a large new 
worshipping congregation at St 

Mary’s with a strong emphasis on 
inclusivity, welcome and 
hospitality, in line with St Mary’s 
“Inclusive Church” affiliation. 
 
St Mary’s will be warm again this 
winter following the installation 
of new boilers to replace the old 
equipment which needed to be 
replaced.  Below Stewart (Church 
Warden) checks the new 
installation. 

 
 
Sunday Gospel Readings  

3 December - Advent Sunday  
0800 Matthew 21: 1-13 
1030 Mark 13: 24-end 
10 December 
0800  Luke 21: 25-33 
1030  Mark 1: 1-8 
17 December 
0800  Matthew 11: 2-10 
1030  John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
24 December 
0800  John 1: 19-28 
1030  Luke 1: 26-38 
 
St Mary’s is affiliated with 
Inclusive Church - a group of 
Christians uniting together 
around this statement of belief: 
"We believe in inclusive Church - 
church which does not 
discriminate, on any level, on 
grounds of economic power, 
gender, mental health, physical 
ability, race or sexuality. We 
believe in Church which 
welcomes and serves all people 
in the name of Jesus Christ; 

which is scripturally faithful; 
which seeks to proclaim the 
Gospel afresh for each 
generation; and which, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, allows 
all people to grasp how wide and 
long and high and deep is the 
love of Jesus Christ." 
 
Regular worship at St Mary’s  

Sunday  
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
Wednesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
1000 Eucharist 
Thursday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
1000 Pre-School Praise 
Friday  
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
 
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at 
the Rectory, Church Lane.   

 

 
 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, M25 1AN    
Parish Priest:  Chris Wedge 
telephone 0161 773 2912 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
tel 07950 354445; Susie 
Mapledoram tel 07710 557833 


