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From the Parish Priest 
This is the season of 
Remembrance.  During the 
month of November we mark All 
Souls Day (2 November) when 
we pray for the faithful departed.  
Praying for the dead is an 
important aspect of our faith.  On 
that day we will pray for all those 
we have loved and lost and we 
will hold before God those for 
whom no one else will ever pray.   
 
Later in the month, on 8 
November, we hold our annual 
Service of Remembrance.  Again, 
at that service we will name all 
those from this parish who died 
in both World Wars and we will 
renew our commitment to peace.  
Remembering is one of the 
duties of the people of God.  Our 
Eucharist is an act of 
remembrance; we break bread 
together and drink from the cup 
of salvation just as Jesus did with 
his friends on the night before he 
died.  We remember that sacred 
meal and we share in it with the 
saints of heaven and we break 
down all barriers of time and 
space.  It is fitting then that in 

November (Sunday 1 November 
at 1030) we will receive eleven 
children into Eucharistic 
membership of our church 
family.  Those children have 
followed an intensive course to 
prepare them for their first Holy 
Communion and on that day they 
will receive the gifts of heaven at 
the altar.  Please hold our young 
people in your prayers and thank 
God for their faith and for their 
longing to kneel beside you to 
receive the body and blood of 
Jesus.  On 21 November we will 
be holding our Advent Quiet Day 
entitled ‘Travelling through 
Advent with Mary’ from 10am 
until 3.30pm.  Rev Alan Butler 
will be leading our day of 
reflection and remembering as 
we prepare for the coming of 
Jesus into the world at Christmas.   
 
There will also be an Advent 
Course this year.  We will meet at 
7.45pm on Tuesdays 1, 8, 15 and 
22 December. The aim of the 
course is to deepen our life with 
Christ and to inspire us to greater 
commitment in our faith.   
Finally, on 28 November we will 
be holding our Christmas Fair 
which rounds off our fundraising 
events for the year.  There is 
much for us to rejoice about in 
our shared life at St. Mary’s.  As 
we remember where we have 
come from and where we are 
going we need to be thankful to 
God that His Holy Spirit is at work 
in our lives and we need to pray 
that as we remember and look to 
the past we need also to set our 
gaze on God’s future where we 
will continue to Grow, to Give 
and to Serve.    
 
With love, Chris (Parish Priest) 
 

The restored family hatchment 
in the Wilton Chapel at St Mary’s 

 
was recently blessed in the 
presence of Lord & Lady Wilton: 
Almighty God we thank you that 
you inspire your faithful people to 
make offerings in your service.  
We give thanks for the 
benefactors of this church 
through the centuries.  Those 
whose vision founded it, and all 
who have maintained and 
beautified it to your glory to the 
present day.  Bring all those who 
have died into the fullness of your 
joy, to share in the heavenly 
banquet where you are Lord for 
ever and ever.   

Year of Mary 

 
The next event in our Year of 
Mary is an Advent Quiet Day led 
by Rev Alan Butler on Saturday 
21 November from 1000-1530 in 
the Rectory, on the theme of 
Travelling through Advent with 
Mary. 
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St Mary’s on Social Media 

St Mary’s has an active social 
media presence on Twitter 
@stmaryprestwich. Follow us for 
information on prayer and 
worship, pictures of parish 
events and regular messages 
about the Good News of Jesus 
Christ.  We currently have nearly 
780 followers.  
 
Stewart Barnet, one of our 
Churchwardens, was recently 
commissioned at Manchester 
Cathedral as an Authorised Lay 
Minister in St Mary’s parish.   

 
In this new role, Stewart will take 
on responsibilities for pastoral 
care in the parish and will be 
developing a ministry of care for 
the sick and house-bound.   
 
All Saints Day is on 1 November 

On the same Sunday we are also 
celebrating First Holy 
Communions.  We pray with the 
children who will receive the 
sacrament of the Eucharist for 
the first time: God of holiness, 
your glory is proclaimed in every 
age: as we rejoice in the faith of 
your saints, inspire us to follow 
their example with boldness and 
joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Remembrance Sunday this year 
is on 8 November.  Bill Cottam 
writes: The Churchyard Action 
Group has been working as usual 
to tidy the war graves in our 
Churchyard ready for 
remembrance crosses to be 
added in November.  Among 
these is the grave of Lancaster 
bomber pilot Arthur Thomas 
Kenyon (age 23) who was killed in 
December 1944.  This summer I 
visited the memorial to those 
who flew from the Graveley 
airfield, near Huntington, 
pictured below:   

 
Does anyone remember Arthur’s 
family? They lived in Ladythorn 
Avenue, Prestwich.  His parents 
were Herbert and Amy Isobel 
(nee Ringer) who died in 1982.  
Sisters were Helen (d 1996) and 
Margaret (d2006) and brother 
Norman.  

 
The Royal British Legion has been 
organising a national Field of 
Remembrance since 1928. Now 
there are six Fields in different 
locations around the UK.  
Poppies with personal messages 
attached are planted there, with 
each carrying a message to 
someone who lost their life in the 
service of our country.  You can 
order and dedicate a tribute 
online: www.britishlegion.org.uk 
Ever-living God we remember 
those whom you have gathered 

from the storm of war into the 
peace of your presence; may that 
same peace calm our fears, bring 
justice to all peoples and 
establish harmony among the 
nations, through Christ our Lord.  
 
Inclusive Church 

St Mary’s plan for the mission of 
the parish, developed by the 
Parochial Church Council, 
includes the aspiration that we 
should be an inclusive 
community.  The national 
Inclusive Church Network 
promotes inclusion in local 
churches.  More information at:  
www.inclusive-church.org.uk 
 
Community of St Anselm 

 
Thirty-six young men and women 
have become the first members 
of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s new monastic-
inspired community at Lambeth 
Palace in London.  The 
Community of St Anselm is a 
programme for Christians aged 
20-35 to spend a year praying, 
studying, and serving the poor.  
Members of the Community will 
be living by a Rule of Life inspired 
by the monastic tradition.  More 
information can be found at 
www.stanselm.org.uk.  The 
picture above shows the 
Archbishop giving a blessing at 
the inauguration service for the 
Community in Lambeth Palace 
chapel. 
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Diary Dates 
Sunday 1 November – First Holy Communions 
Sunday 8 November – Remembrance Sunday 
Saturday 21 November - Advent Quiet Day  
Saturday 28 November – Christmas Fair at St Mary’s 
School 
Saturday 5 December - Day visit to Chester 
 

  
Tuesdays 1,8,15,22 December – Advent Course 
Sunday 20 December – Tree Decorating & Christmas 
Prayer Tree - especially for children. 
Sunday 20 December - Carol Service  
Saturday 16 January - Beetle Drive with pie & pea 
supper.   

Colouring Page – Noah’s Ark - Read the story in Genesis chapter 6. 

 
Advance Information - Christmas at St Mary’s 
 
Sunday 20 December – 4th Sunday of Advent 
1430 Tree Decorating – especially for children 
1800 Carol Service 
Thursday 24 December – Christmas Eve 
1600 Crib Service  
2330 Midnight Eucharist 
Friday 25 December - Christmas Day 
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
Sunday 27 December – St John’s Day 
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
 
 

 

 
 O Come let us adore him  

Christ the Lord! 
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 Advent begins on 29 November 
This season is observed as a time 

of expectant waiting and 

preparation for the celebration 

of the birth of Jesus at Christmas: 

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; 

give new courage to your people, 

who trust in your love. By your 

coming, call us to share in the joy 

of your kingdom on earth as in 

heaven, where you live and reign 

with the Father and the Spirit. 

 
Christian Aid is mounting a new 
campaign “The Big Shift” 
encouraging moves towards 
renewable energy. Christian Aid 
is calling on Christians to join in 
with God’s work of renewing 
creation, and liberating the 
millions of the world’s poorest 
people already feeling the impact 
of climate change by leaving 
fossil fuels behind. The campaign 
starts with coal, which is the 
single biggest source of CO2 
pollution. Christian Aid wants the 
UK Government to make a clear 
commitment to phase out the 
burning of coal in the UK – by 
2023 – along with a plan that 
gives sufficient certainty to 

industry and investors, and as a 
way of showing global 
leadership. Christian Aid hopes 
that any finance made available 
by such moves can be reinvested 
in ways that help the creation of 
new green jobs and a low-carbon 
economy worldwide.  More 
information about the campaign 
can be found at 
http://www.christianaid.org.uk 
 
Sunday Gospel Readings  

 
1 November 
0800  Mathew 5: 1-12 
1030  John 11: 32-44 
8 November 
0800  Matthew 22: 15-22 
1030  Mark 1: 14-20 
15 November 
0800  Matthew 9: 18-26 
1030  Mark 13: 1-8 
22 November 
0800  John 6: 5-14 
1030  John 18: 33-37 
29 November 
0800   Matthew 21: 1-13 
1030  Luke 21: 25-36 
 
Regular worship at St Mary’s  
Eucharist 
Sunday 0800 & 1030 
Wednesday 1000 
Thursday 0730 in the Oratory  
Friday 0915 in St Mary’s School 
Morning Prayer in the Oratory 
Tuesday Wednesday Friday 0730  
 
Children are a valued part of our 
community.   
Junior Church meets on Sunday 
at 1030.  The Prestwich Mission 
Partnership Youth Group meets 

on Sunday at 1830.  Uniformed 
Organisations meet on weekday 
evenings.  We enjoy a close 
relationship with our Parish 
School.  More information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 
 
Mary around the Globe 
Over the coming months, 
continuing until the end of our 
Parish Year of Mary in April 2016, 
St Mary’s Monthly News will 
include images of our Patron 
Saint from around the world - 
starting this month with a stone 
carving of the Virgin Mary 
situated next to the altar inside 
Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris: 

 
Notre Dame cathedral is widely 
considered one of the finest 
examples of Gothic architecture, 
and is among the largest and best 
known church buildings in the 
world. 
 
Contact us 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 

Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, M25 1AN    
Parish Priest:  Chris Wedge 
telephone 0161 773 2912 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
telephone 07950 354445; Julia 
Dutton telephone 07931 293470 
 
We welcome contributions to St 
Mary’s Monthly News by email to 
stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_(building)

