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From the Parish Priest 
James Bond is always given a 
mission to complete on behalf of 
the secret services.  As we know 
from watching his films these 
missions are action packed, full 
of drama and adventure with 
surprising twists and turns 
around every corner.  During our 
week of Mission, Going Deeper, I 
am praying that our lives will also 
be filled with drama and 
adventure with God.  The word 
mission has several meanings.  It 
can mean ‘an important job’ but 
it also means ‘to go out into the 
world to spread faith’.  Drawing 
more and more people into the 
light and love of Christ is 
certainly an important job and it 
can only be done by sharing the 
Good News of Jesus.  It is our 
mission to be partners with God 
and each other in the Gospel.  At 
St. Mary’s we want to be a 
community like no other where 
faith can grow, where the truth 
can be found and where love 
flourishes.  Bishop Jack always 
says that ‘faith is not taught but 
caught’ and he thinks that 
churches should be ‘about prayer 
and parties’.  Our week of Going 

Deeper is an attempt to enable 
our current members to deepen 
their faith and to draw closer to 
God through prayer and parties.  
In this week we are praying that 
God will touch our souls so that 
we can become more holy.  By 
Going Deeper we are getting 
ready to ‘Go Outwards’.  Our 
mission will be carried out in two 
parts.  Firstly we aim to rekindle 
and deepen our own faith so that 
we can be better equipped to 
share it with others and so in due 
course take our faith out and 
share it with those who don’t yet 
know the liberating love of God 
and who are not yet members of 
St. Mary’s.  Please pray that God 
will bless our week of Going 
Deeper, pray that God will enable 
us to grow in every possible way 
and that God will enable us to do 
His will for the good of the 
church and His people.   
 With love, Chris (Parish Priest)  
 
The Ascension of Jesus 

 
The Dome of the Ascension in 
Jerusalem (pictured above) 
marks the place where Jesus is 
believed to have ascended to 
heaven.  The last church on the 
site was captured by 
sultan Saladin in the 12th century 
and was converted into a 
mosque.  An unusual feature of 
the tiny building is that it 
contains what has been 
traditionally regarded as the last 
impression of Jesus’s right 
foot on earth before he ascended 

into heaven.   On Thursday 5 May 
we will celebrate the Ascension 
with a Eucharist for the Prestwich 
Mission Partnership at St 
George’s Simister, at 1930. 
 

 
 
Thy Kingdom Come is a Church 
of England initiative to encourage 
a national wave of prayer in the 
week before Pentecost Sunday 
(15 May 2016).  Prayer resources 
can be found on the web at 
www.thykingdom.co.uk where 
you can also watch an 
introductory message from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury.  At St 
Mary’s during the 1030 Eucharist 
on Pentecost Sunday we will 
renew our baptismal promises 
and we are inviting families who 
have celebrated a baptism in St 
Mary’s church in the last year to 
join us then, as we will pray for 
the recently baptised by name. 
 
A Pentecost Prayer 
Holy God, faithful and 
unchanging: fill our minds with 
the knowledge of your truth, and 
draw us more deeply into the 
mystery of your love, that we 
may truly worship you, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.  Amen 
(Below, a 14th century illustration 
of the disciples on the day of 
Pentecost): 
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Relics of St Thomas a Becket are 
back in Canterbury during May 

 
From 23-29 May a relic of the 
arm of St Thomas of Canterbury 
(pictured above in its reliquary), 
which has been in Hungary for 
the last 800 years, will return to 
the UK for a programme of 
events including services at 
Westminster Abbey, Rochester 
Cathedral and culminating at 
Canterbury Cathedral.  Thomas 
was made Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 1162 but was 
murdered in his cathedral by 
agents of King Henry II on 29 
December 1170: 
Lord God, who gave grace to your 
servant Thomas Becket 
to put aside all earthly fear and 
be faithful even to death: 
grant that we, disregarding 
worldly esteem, may fight all 
wrong, uphold your rule, 
and serve you to our life's end. 
 

Inclusive Church 

The Parochial Church Council has 
recently agreed to register St 
Mary’s as a member of the 
national Inclusive Church 
network.  Inclusive Church is a 
charity supporting local churches 
to be open and inclusive to all 

people. More information can be 
found at www.inclusive-
church.org. 
 
Praying with the Crucifix 

 
“I think the crucifix is a great help 
to prayer.  You look and look, and 
if you are suffering as Jesus did, 
then that looking will help you 
understand something about Our 
Lord, and something about 
yourself.  It gives up its 
secret.  Those are things you 
cannot write about, things you 
cannot talk about.  Those are 
things you have to 
experience.  Pray with your eyes 
in times of stress, no words, no 
thoughts, just look at the 
crucifix.”  Cardinal Basil Hume 
(The Mystery of Love) 
 
From the Church Archives 

 
These days the news seems often 
to feature stories of extreme 
weather conditions.  Some things 
never change.  The following is 
from St Mary’s Parish Magazine 

in September 1924: “Those who 
were in Prestwich will not forget 
the thunderstorm on Friday 
afternoon, August 22nd in which 
our church clock, organ and flag 
staff were damaged.  The motor 
of the blowing apparatus of the 
organ could not be got right 
again in time for the Sunday 
services and so the organ had to 
be hand blown.  For this service 
we are much indebted to two of 
our servers who readily came to 
our aid.” 
 

Christian Aid Week 15-21 May 
This year Christian Aid Week has 
the theme of ‘loving every 
neighbour’.  More information, 
including a short video with 
stories from Bangladesh, can be 
seen at www.caweek.org 

There will be opportunities to 
contribute to the work of 
Christian Aid – which supports 
the world’s poorest peoples - at 
St Mary’s during May, including 
retiring collections after the 
Eucharist on Sundays 15 and 22 
May and a Christian Aid “Big 
Brekkie” with bacon butties (and 
vegetarian alternative) at the 
Rectory on Saturday 21 May 
from 1000-1200.  All are 
welcome and children’s activities 
will be available. 
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Diary Dates 
Thursday 5 May – Ascension Day Eucharist at St 
George’s Simister at 1930 
Sunday 15 May – 1030 Pentecost Sunday Eucharist 
with renewal of baptismal promises.  A special 

invitation to all who have been baptised in St Mary’s 
over the last year. 
15-21 May – Christian Aid Week 
21 May – Christian Aid “Big Brekkie” at the Rectory 
Sunday 12 June – Mission Partnership Confirmation 

 

 

Pentecost 
Colouring Page 
 
“When the day of 
Pentecost came, they 
were all together in 
one place.  Suddenly a 
sound like the blowing 
of a violent wind came 
from heaven and filled 
the whole house. They 
saw what seemed to 
be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to 
rest on each of 
them.  All of them were 
filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 
 
Read more in Chapter 2 
of the Acts of the 
Apostles. 

 
 

Prayer of St Bonaventure for the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
 

Lord Jesus, as God's Spirit came down and rested upon you, 
may the same Spirit rest upon us, bestowing his sevenfold gifts. 

First, grant us the gift of understanding, by which your precepts may 
enlighten our minds. Second, grant us counsel, by which we may follow 
in your footsteps on the path of righteousness. Third, grant us courage, 

by which we may ward off the Enemy's attacks. Fourth, grant us 
knowledge, by which we can distinguish good from evil. Fifth, grant us 
piety, by which we may acquire compassionate hearts. Sixth, grant us 

fear, by which we may draw back from evil and submit to what is good. 
Seventh, grant us wisdom, that we may taste fully the life-giving 

sweetness of your love.  Amen 
 

 
St Bonaventure was an Italian medieval 
Franciscan theologian and philosopher. 

He was also a Cardinal Bishop of 
Albano. He was canonised in 1482 and 

declared a Doctor of the Church 
 in 1588. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franciscan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theologian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosopher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardinal_Bishop_of_Albano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardinal_Bishop_of_Albano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonised
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor_of_the_Church
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Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting 
St Mary’s Annual Meeting took 
place on 10 April 2016.  Annual 
reports were received from the 
Parish Priest and from parish 
officers and groups. Stewart 
Barnet and Julia Dutton were 
appointed as Church Wardens for 
the coming year.  Tony Smith and 
Barbara Dutton will be Deputy 
Wardens.  Members of the 
Parochial Church Council 
(alongside the Wardens and 
Deputies) will be Tony      Carter, 
Emma Chadwick, Joanne 
Conchie, Barbara Dutton, Sandra 
Fenge, Hazel Froggatt, Catriona 
Holmes, Max MacCarthy, Susie 
Mapledoram, Adele       McKie, 
Richard Milnes, Helen Parsons, 
Fred         Plant, Tony         Smith 
and Alicia Suconik.  Please pray 
for all those elected to lead the 
mission of the Parish in 2016-17. 
 
St Mary’s parish prayer 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help 
us to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   
 
A Poem for Trinity Sunday 
In the Beginning, not in time or 
space, but in the quick before 
both space and time, in Life, in 
Love, in co-inherent Grace, 
In three in one and one in three, 
in rhyme, in music, in the whole 
creation story, in His own image, 
His imagination, the Triune Poet 
makes us for His glory, 
And makes us each the other’s 
inspiration.  He calls us out of 
darkness, chaos, chance, 
To improvise a music of our own, 

To sing the chord that calls us to 
the dance, three notes 
resounding from a single tone, 
To sing the End in whom we all 
begin; Our God beyond, beside us 
and within.           (Malcolm Guite) 
 

 
 
Trinity Sunday is on Sunday 22 
May 2016.  The icon of the 
Trinity (above) was painted 
around 1410 by Andrei Rublev. 
 
Sunday Gospel Readings  

 
1 May 
0800  John 16: 23-end 
1030  John 14: 23-9 
8 May 
0800  John 15: 26- 16:4 
1030  John 17: 20-end 
15 May 
0800  John 14: 15-31 
1030  John  14: 8-17  
22 May 
0800  John 3: 1-15 
1030  John 16: 12-15 
29 May 
0800 Luke 16: 19-31 
1030 Luke 7: 1-10 
 
Children are a valued part of our 
community.   
Junior Church meets on Sunday 
at 1030.  The Prestwich Mission 

Partnership Youth Group meets 
on Sunday at 1830.  The 22nd 
Prestwich Scout Group meets on 
weekday evenings.  Pre-School 
Praise is on Thursdays at 1000.  
We enjoy a close relationship 
with our Parish School.  More 
information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 
 

 
 
Regular worship at St Mary’s  

Sunday  
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
Wednesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
1000 Eucharist 
Thursday 
0730 Eucharist* 
1000 Pre-School Praise 
Friday  
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
Services marked * take place in the 

Oratory at the Rectory, Church Lane 

 
Contact us 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 

Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, M25 1AN    
 
Parish Priest & Borough Dean of 
Bury:  Chris Wedge  
telephone 0161 773 2912 
Assistant Curate: Jules Mambu 
mambujules@hotmail.com 
telephone 07897 697 503. 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
telephone 07950 354445; Julia 
Dutton telephone 07931 293470  
 


