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July & August 2016     

 
From the Parish Priest 
One of the most appealing verses 
of the whole Bible is John’s 
Gospel Chapter 10 verse 10.  “I 
came that they might have life 
and have it in abundance”.  It 
always makes me ponder what 
an abundant life looks like, what 
is a full life?  Is it about financial 
security, a fridge full of food, a 
secure job, a long list of friends 
or is it about living to a great old 
age?  It also encourages me to 
take stock of my own life and to 
assess the extent to which it 
might be judged to be abundant 
or in what ways it might be 
marked by some sort of deficit.  
How abundant is your life right 
now?  What changes could you 
make to ensure that your life is 
spiritually abundant? Over the 
summer months some of us have 
the opportunity to take time off 
work, to sleep more, perhaps to 
go away and to have a holiday.  I 
make no secret of the fact that I 
don’t like holidays.  I don’t mind 
a few days away but two weeks 
of vacationing is way too much 
for me.  I like to see new places, I 
like to have time off but I quickly 
get restless and I miss the routine 

of life at home.  I think I may be 
addicted to being busy, to being 
needed and to living life at a fast 
face.  I also know that this way of 
living is not good for my soul.  If I 
am always on the go and never 
have time just to be still then I’m 
sure that I am often far from 
God.  This summer I’m going to 
try to do three things that will 
make my life more spiritually 
abundant.  I’m going to pray 
Compline every night before I go 
to bed.  This is an ancient short 
form of prayer which prepares us 
for our rest and helps us to 
reflect on the day just passed.  
I’m going to take thirty minutes 
of total silence and stillness each 
week at a set time just to listen 
to God and contemplate the 
blessings of my life.  And finally, 
every day at noon I’m going to 
stop whatever I’m doing and I’m 
going to say a silent prayer for all 
of you. What could you do this 
summer to make sure you are 
living the abundant life Jesus 
promises you? Look out for 
copies of Compline at the back of 
church in the next few weeks if 
you too would like to pray that 
ancient form of prayer each day 
(or even just once). 
With love, Chris (Parish Priest)  
 
Celebrating St Benedict 
The followers of St Benedict have 
been very influential in the 
history of Great Britain, together 
with the other religious orders 
which followed variations on the 
Benedictine Rule.  It is often said 
that Benedictine worship—
strong on community, strong on 
continuity, strong on Scripture—
has greatly shaped the 
spirituality of the Church of 
England, in particular the Book of 
Common Prayer.  (Below a 

modern icon of St Benedict, in 
Tewkesbury Abbey). 

 
Benedict is celebrated on 11 July 
in the Church of England 
calendar: Eternal God, who made 
Benedict a wise master in the 
school of your service and a guide 
to many called into community to 
follow the rule of Christ:  grant 
that we may put your love before 
all else and seek with joy the way 
of your commandments; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
News from the Churchyard 
Action Group  
The Churchyard Action Group 
continues to be busy in the care 
of our wonderful and extensive 
churchyard.   

 
Recent work includes a repair to 
the headstone of a war grave for 
Trooper Kenneth Lewis 
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Rowbotham (Royal Armoured 
Corps), who died on 3 July 1945 
aged 18.  We are pleased to 
welcome a steady stream of 
visitors to the churchyard, 
including families from USA, 
Canada, Australia, Europe and of 
course the UK.  Recently 
Coronation Street used the 
churchyard for some 
filming.  Later in the year we shall 
once again remember the more 
than 6000 former patients of 
Prestwich Hospital who are 
buried in our churchyard in 
unmarked graves.  The Bishop of 
Manchester will preside at a 
memorial Eucharist on Sunday 
23 October at 1030.  The 
Churchyard Action Group meets 
every Tuesday morning and on 
the second Saturday of the 
month, throughout the 
year.  Volunteers are always 
welcome.  For more information, 
contact Bill Cottam (Tel 0161 798 
6489). 
 
The Garden Tomb 

 
(pictured above) in Jerusalem is 
believed by many to be the 
garden and sepulchre of Joseph 
of Arimathea, and therefore a 
possible site of the resurrection 
of Jesus. The Garden is owned 
and administered by a Christian 
non-denominational charitable 
trust based in the United 
Kingdom.  The Church celebrates 
Joseph of Arimathea on 1 August 
each year:  
Merciful God, whose servant 
Joseph of Arimathea with 
reverence and godly fear 

prepared the body of our Lord 
and Saviour for burial, and laid it 
in his own tomb: Grant to us, 
your faithful people, grace and 
courage to love and serve Jesus 
with sincere devotion all the days 
of our life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.  
 
St Mary’s Patronal Festival  

This year we will celebrate the 
parish Patronal Festival on 
Sunday 18 September.  Bishop 
Glyn Webster, Bishop of Beverley 
and Assistant Bishop in the 
Diocese of Manchester (pictured 
below) will preside at the 1030 
Eucharist 

 All are welcome to this joyful 
celebration of our Patron Saint - 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
  
Praying for Parents & Toddlers 
A wave of prayer for parent and 
toddler groups took place during 

June in churches across the UK. 
With more than 20,000 churches 
estimated to be running services 
and groups for toddlers, the 
National Month of Prayer for 
Toddler Ministries is coordinated 
by Make them Count - an 
alliance (including the Church of 
England) supporting the work of 
church-based toddler 
groups.  Further information can 
be found on the “1277” website 
(named because on average a UK 
child has 1277 days between 
birth and starting nursery 
education): www.1277.org.uk. 

 
Pre-School Praise takes place 
every Thursday morning at St 
Mary’s during school terms from 
1000-1100.  A short time of 
prayer and praise - planned with 
toddlers in mind – is followed by 
refreshments for parents and 
toddlers.   Normally we welcome 
40-50 people each week at this 
service – why not join them? 
Loving God, as we nurture and 
encourage our children, fill us 
with your love, deepen us with 
your grace, and teach us with 
your wisdom, that in us your 
Kingdom may come and your will 
be done.  Amen. 
 
Trusting God 

 
 “There is no situation in which 
God is not to be relied upon.  
God’s love never exhausts its 
resources, whatever may 
happen in the universe in 
general or in my life in 
particular.” 
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From Tokens of Trust, by 
Archbishop Rowan Williams 
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Diary Dates 
Sunday 3 July – St Thomas’s Day 
Sunday 18 September – St Mary’s Patronal Festival, 
with Bishop Glyn presiding at the 1030 Eucharist 

 
Sunday 11 September – Junior Church resumes 
Sunday 23 October – Prestwich Hospital Service with 
the Bishop of Manchester 

 

Confirmation Celebrations at St Mary’s 
Twelve candidates from St Mary’s were confirmed by Bishop Rupert on 12 June 2016.  Among them were adult 
candidates Rachel, Helen, Kelly, Nicola and Savannah.  Here Rachel reflects on their preparation for this milestone in 
their faith journey. 
 
This year’s adult confirmation classes took place at the Rectory on Friday evenings over four weeks - we were joined 
by Carole Barnet.  When I heard the word ‘classes’ I thought "oh gosh, I'm going to be asked questions I'm supposed 
to know the answer to - will there be a test?" and I worried I would look silly in front of the other candidates. I was 
nervous, I didn't know what to expect and I think I would be correct in saying the other four candidates felt similar.  
How wrong could we have been!  The evenings were amazing - the atmosphere was relaxed and informal. We were 
made to feel incredibly welcome and not at all uncomfortable.  The four areas we covered were fascinating and it 
was lovely to hear everyone's individual take on God, the Bible, Life, Death and Resurrection. There was no right or 
wrong answer and certainly no test.   The time passed so quickly and the seven of us could have talked the whole 
evening enjoying delicious food, as well as a glass or so of wine.  It’s a shame our evenings have come to an end, 
however we are ready to move forward in our journey with God and St Mary’s.  We would all like to thank Chris, 
Andrew and Carole for their hospitality. All of us really enjoyed our evenings. They come highly recommended. 
 
 

The Columba Declaration – a new relationship between the Church of England and the Church of Scotland 
 

The Church of Scotland and the Church of England have reached 
an historic agreement that recognises their longstanding 
ecumenical partnership and lays the groundwork for future joint 
projects. 
 
The agreement called The Columba Declaration has now been 
approved by both churches and is part of a longer report which 
includes the following statement:  
 
“We, the Church of Scotland and the Church of England commit 
ourselves to grow together in communion and to strengthen our 
partnership in mission. Through this commitment, we hope to 
enrich our continuing relationships with other churches in the 
United Kingdom and around the world. “ 
 
The full text can be found on the Church of England Website: 
www.churchofengland.org. 
 
Saint Columba, whose name means 'church dove',  (pictured in 
the icon to the right) was a 6th Century Irish abbot and 
missionary credited with spreading Christianity in what is 
today Scotland.  He founded the important abbey on Iona. 
 
Columba is one of the three chief saints of Ireland, after St 
Patrick and St Brigit of Kildare. Columba is also the patron-saint of 
the city of Derry, where he founded a monastery in 540. 
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Sunday Gospel Readings  

 
3 July 
0800  John 11: 1-16 
1030  Matthew 5: 20-26 
10 July 
0800  Mark 8: 1-10  
1030  Luke 10: 25-37 
17 July 
0800  Luke 6.36-42 
1030  Luke 10: 38-end 
24 July 
0800  Luke 16: 1-9 
1030  Luke 11: 1-13 
31 July 
0800 Luke 19: 41-7 
1030 Luke 12: 13-21 
7 August 
0800 Luke 18: 9-14 
1030 Luke 12: 32-40 
14 August 
0800 Mark 7: 31-7 
1030 Luke 12: 49-56 
21 August 
0800 Luke 10: 23-37 
1030 Luke 13: 10-17 
28 August 
0800 Luke 17: 11-19 
1030 Luke 14: 1, 7-14 
 
Children are a valued part of our 
community.   

During the summer months our 
special activities for children and 
young people take a break for 
the school holidays and will 
resume at the start of term in 
September.  Please pray for our 
children and young people during 
their summer break. 

A Prayer for the Summer 
As the summer sun rises, Lord, let 
your light shine on us: the 
warmth of your Presence, the 
brightness of your love, the 
radiance of your joy, the shining 
of your hope. Let your light shine 
on us, loving, saving Lord.  Amen 
 
Regular worship at St Mary’s  

 
Sunday  
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
Wednesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
1000 Eucharist 
Thursday 
0730 Eucharist* 
1000 Pre-School Praise 
Friday  
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 

Services marked * take place in the 

Oratory at the Rectory, Church Lane.   
Pre-School Praise and the School 
Eucharist take place in term time only. 

 
Amazing Love: Discipleship, 
Sexuality and Mission 

Amazing Love is a new book from 
Darton, Longman and Todd, 
produced by a group of 

distinguished academics led by 
Andrew Davison, Starbridge 
Lecturer in Theology and Natural 
Sciences at the University of 
Cambridge.  This high-impact and 
accessible theological volume is 
designed for those who want to 
explore the issues around 
sexuality with an open heart and 
mind, and to engage critically 
with a range of inclusive 
theological perspectives.   
Chapters include: Being 
Followers of Jesus, Being Human, 
Being Biblical, Being Part of the 
Story, Being in Love, Being 
Missional.  The cost is only £5. 
 

Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 

Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, M25 1AN    
 
Parish Priest:  Chris Wedge 
telephone 0161 773 2912 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
telephone 07950 354445; Julia 
Dutton telephone 07931 293470 
 
St Mary’s parish prayer 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help 
us to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   
 
We welcome contributions to St 
Mary’s Monthly News by email to 
stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
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