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From the Parish Priest 
During this holy season of Advent 
we are all getting ready for the 
coming of Jesus into the world.  
From the very beginning of His 
ministry Jesus didn’t work alone, 
he called the disciples to work as 
His partners in building up the 
Kingdom of God and sharing the 
love of God with the most 
surprising of people.  At St. 
Mary’s I don’t work alone in 
ministry either.  In our parish we 
are truly blessed that a wide 
range of people contribute to the 
teaching of the faith, to the 
nurturing of souls and in leading 
worship.  It would take too long 
to list the many people who are 
busy responding to God’s call 
amongst us and for that we 
should rejoice.  In January we will 
be joined by Rev Jules Mambu as 
Curate for a period of three 
years.  Jules is a former Roman 
Catholic priest and he is from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.  
He has been in the UK since 2001 
and in that time he has set up 
and run a large charity helping 
Refugees and Asylum Seekers in 
Ashton.  Jules has a wealth of 

experience which he is eager to 
share with us.  It is our job to 
teach him about the Church of 
England and to help him to 
become a fully-fledged Anglican.  
Jules (pictured below) will share 
himself with us, will work 
alongside me in the priestly 
ministry of the parish and will 
play his part in helping us to 
grow.   

 
Carole Barnet has recently begun 
her training as a Reader.  Readers 
are teachers and preachers who 
share in the pastoral work of the 
parish.  Carole (pictured below) 
will be learning how to lead parts 
of the service, she will preach on 
a regular basis and she will play 
her part in helping us to come 
closer to God and to grow into 
the community we are called to 
be.   

 

As St. Marys continues to step 
out in faith God is sending us 
people to resource our work, to 
lead us in His mission and to help 
us lead lives filled with faith and 
hope and joy.  This is a parish 
where God is at work, this is a 
parish where blessings abound 
and this is a parish filled with 
Good News.  This Advent I pray 
that we will all experience the joy 
of God with us and we will be 
made ready for the birth of Christ 
who is saviour of all the world.   
With love, Chris (Parish Priest) 
 
Borough Dean of Bury 
Chris has been appointed 
Borough Dean of Bury by the 
Bishop of Manchester.  This role, 
which will be held alongside his 
responsibilities at St Mary’s, has 
the purpose of representing the 
Bishop in public life and 
promoting the civic role of the 
Church of England in the 
Borough.  Please pray for Chris as 
he takes on this new ministry. 
 
Christmas Carols 

The first known Christmas hymns 
can be traced back to the 4th 
century.  Of the Father's love 
begotten (a 5th century poem) is 
still sung today. In the 13th 
century, particularly in Italy 
under the influence of Francis of 
Assisi, a strong tradition of 
popular Christmas songs 
developed. Carols in English first 
appeared in the 15th century, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_of_Assisi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_of_Assisi
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probably sung by groups of 
'wassailers', who sang from 
house to house.  Popularity grew 
after the Reformation as 
reformers like Martin Luther 
encouraged the use of carols in 
worship.  O Come all ye faithful 
appeared in its current form in 
the mid-18th century and the 
first printed publication of God 
Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen, The 
First Noel, and Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing was in 1833.  
Traditionally, carols have often 
been based on medieval patterns 
of music, giving them a 
characteristic sound. Some tunes 
like Good King Wenceslas and 
The Holly and the Ivy can be 
traced directly back to 
the Middle Ages, and are among 
the oldest musical compositions 
still regularly sung.  St Mary’s 
Carol Service is on Sunday 20 
December at 1800.  All welcome. 

Year of Mary 

 
The next event in our Year of 
Mary is a Eucharist to celebrate 
the Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on Wednesday 9 
December at 1000: 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
who stooped to raise fallen 
humanity through the child-
bearing of blessed Mary: 

grant that we, who have seen 
your glory revealed in our human 
nature and your love made 
perfect in our weakness, 
may daily be renewed in your 
image and conformed to the 
pattern of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 
Pray as you go is a daily prayer 
session, designed for use on 
portable devices (apps are 
available for iOS and Android), to 
help you pray whenever you find 
time, but perhaps particularly 
whilst travelling to and from 
work.  A prayer session is 
produced for every day of the 
working week - lasting around 
ten minutes, it combines music, 
scripture and some questions for 
reflection. The aim is to help 
listeners to become more aware 
of God's presence; to listen and 
reflect on God's word; and to 
grow in relationship with God.  
Pray as you go is produced by 
Jesuit Media Initiatives.  More 
information is at www.pray-as-
you-go.org 

 
Every year on 17 December the 
Church of England calendar 
remembers social reformer 
Eglantyne Jebb who, with her 
sister Dorothy Buxton, set up the 
Save the Children Fund in 1919.  

Today Save the Children works in 
120 countries to save children’s 
lives, to campaign for their rights 
and to help them fulfil their 
potential. More information is at: 
www.savethechildren.org.uk 

St Mary’s has witnessed 
remarkable growth over the past 
18 months – growth in numbers, 
growth in new ministries, and 
growth in financial generosity.  
All are a cause for celebration 
and thanksgiving.  The Bishop of 
London, Richard Chartres, has 
recently delivered a Lambeth 
Lecture on Church Growth which 
can be read online at 
www.archbishopofcanterbury.org 
(then search for church growth)  
Key quotes include “The Christian 
community will continue to 
thrive as long as it is vision-led 
and not problem-led.” “Growth 
springs from movements of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

 
Travelling on life’s journey –  
a  prayer for the end of the year 

 
Lord, be with us to guide us, be 
with us to strengthen us, be 
around us to protect us, be above 
us to raise us, be below us to 
uphold us, before us to lead us, 
behind us to guard us, ever with 
us, today, next year and always. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wassailing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_Reformation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_Rest_Ye_Merry,_Gentlemen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_Rest_Ye_Merry,_Gentlemen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_First_Noel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_First_Noel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hark!_The_Herald_Angels_Sing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hark!_The_Herald_Angels_Sing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_King_Wenceslas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Holly_and_the_Ivy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
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Diary Dates 

Saturday 5 December - Day visit to Chester 

Sunday 20 December - Carol Service  

Sunday 20 December – Tree Decorating & Christmas 

Prayer Tree - especially for children. 

Saturday 16 January - Beetle Drive with pie & pea 

supper.   

 

Sunday 24 January – Welcome service for Rev Jules 

Mambu at 1500. 

Saturday 6 February -  Church Mardi Gras Party 

Sunday 7 February – the Bishop of Bolton will be 

presiding at the 1030 Eucharist at St Mary’s.  

Wednesday 10 February – Ash Wednesday

Puzzle Page – The Shepherds go to the Manger - Read the story in Luke Chapter 2. 

 
Christmas Worship at St Mary’s 

Sunday 20 December – 4th Sunday of Advent 
1430 Tree Decorating – especially for children 
1800 Carol Service 
Thursday 24 December – Christmas Eve 
1600 Crib Service  
2330 Midnight Eucharist 
Friday 25 December - Christmas Day 
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
Sunday 27 December – St John’s Day 
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 

 
 Joy to the World  

The Lord is come! 
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Saints of God 

 
On All Saints Day (1 November) 
Joshua, Ryan, Ella, Liam, 
Matthew, Eleanor, Rachael, Ellie, 
Evelyn, Hannah and Megan each 
lit a candle to mark the day of 
their First Holy Communion. 
 
 Sunday Gospel Readings  

 
6 December 

0800  Luke 21: 25-33 

1030  Luke 3: 1-6 

13 December 

0800  Matthew 11: 2-10 

1030  Luke 3: 7-18 

20 December 

0800  John 1: 19-28 

1030  Luke 1: 39-45 

27 December 

0800  John 21: 19-end 

1030  John 21: 19-end 

 
 

Regular worship at St Mary’s  

 
Eucharist 
Sunday 0800 & 1030 
Wednesday 1000 
Thursday 0730 in the Oratory  
Friday 0915 in St Mary’s School 
 
Morning Prayer in the Oratory 
Tuesday Wednesday Friday 0730  
 
The Oratory is in the Rectory, Church Lane 

 

Children are a valued part of our 
community.   
Junior Church meets on Sunday 
at 1030.  The Prestwich Mission 
Partnership Youth Group meets 
on Sunday at 1830.  Uniformed 
Organisations meet on weekday 
evenings.  We enjoy a close 
relationship with our Parish 
School.  More information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 
 
St Mary’s parish prayer 
 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help 
us to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   
 
We welcome contributions to St 
Mary’s Monthly News by email to 
stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
 
 

 
 
Mary around the Globe 
This month’s image of our Patron 
Saint is from the Anglican Shrine 
of our Lady at Walsingham in 
Norfolk.  The shrine marks the 
spot where, in 1061, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary appeared in a vision 
to Richeldis de Faverches, a 
devout English noblewoman.    
The shrine was supressed during 
the Reformation and revived in 
the 20th Century – a new church 
was completed in 1938: 

 
 
Contact us 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 

Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, M25 1AN    
Parish Priest:  Chris Wedge 
telephone 0161 773 2912 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
telephone 07950 354445; Julia 
Dutton telephone 07931 293470 
 

mailto:stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com

