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From the Parish Priest
September is, for many of us a
time of new beginnings. This
month marks our Patronal
Festival on Sunday 3 September
when we celebrate life with Mary
our patron saint. This is a time
for giving thanks to God for all
that is good in our life together. I
have invited the Venerable
Cherry Vann, Archdeacon of
Rochdale, to be our preacher and
I hope you will all prioritise being
together on this special day.
Later in the autumn we will be
welcoming our new curate, the
Revd Dr Owen Edwards, and you
can read a profile of Owen in this
edition of the newsletter. Please
be praying for Owen as he
prepares to join us. For much of
September I will be away taking
part in a 30 day retreat at St.
Beuno’s in North Wales. This
will, I hope, be a time of renewal
for me and my ministry at St.
Mary’s. I did the first half of the
retreat in April and will be doing
the final part this month. The
retreat is totally silent and it is
something of a spiritual boot
camp with prayer in the middle
of the night and a very strict

discipline. I found the first part
deeply
challenging
but
I
discovered things about myself
and God that were potentially life
changing and I am immensely
grateful for this opportunity.
September sees the return of
Junior Church, Youth Group and
Pre School Praise and of course
the Parish School returns after
the summer break. Next month
will see the launch of our Silence
and Stillness Group which is a
Christian
meditation
group
designed to give those who come
a time to be silent with God and
fellow pilgrims and to come more
deeply into the light and love of
God. We will also be starting our
Food and Faith Group for our
older young people who will
meet together once a month for
a meal at the Rectory and simply
spend time together, talking and
sharing our faith. I pray that in
the coming months we will all
enter more deeply into the
presence of God and that our life
at St. Mary’s will be enriching
and will lead us into life in all
fullness.
With love, Chris
St Mary’s Churchyard on Twitter
During September we are
featuring St Mary’s Churchyard in
a two-week series on our Parish
Twitter
account
@stmaryprestwich. Each day,
starting on Monday 4 September,
we will post images of the
churchyard,
with
some
explanatory information and an
appropriate prayer.
We are
timing this series around the
Patronal Festival and also to
coincide
with
National
Cemeteries Week, an initiative of
the National Federation of
Cemetery Friends. St Mary’s
Churchyard Action Group is a
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member of the Federation. Find
out
more
at:
www.cemeteryfriends.com.
A New Curate for St Mary’s

We are delighted to announce
that the Revd Dr Owen Edwards
(pictured above) will be joining St
Mary’s as a Stipendiary Curate
this Autumn. Read more about
Owen in the following brief
biographical note:
Owen David Edwards was born in
Wolverhampton and spent most
of his formative years in North
Wales. He was educated almost
entirely through the medium of
Welsh. Owen read History at the
University of Wales, Bangor,
where he first began to discern a
vocation to ordained ministry.
After leaving university, Owen
briefly was employed in several
retail positions before becoming
a Pastoral Assistant in a group of
rural churches near his home on
Anglesey. During this time Owen
became a Research Assistant at
the St Mary’s Centre for Religion
and Education, and subsequently

www.stmarysprestwich.org

Page 1

St Mary’s Monthly News
enrolled for a full-time PhD.
Owen studied for ordained
ministry under the auspices of
the St Seiriol’s Centre for
Christian
Discipleship
and
Ministry. Owen was offered the
opportunity to serve in Eastern
Newfoundland and Labrador in
Canada and was ordained to the
diaconate on Holy Cross Day,
2016, and was appointed
Deacon-in-Charge of the rural
parish of Carbonear. (They do
things rather differently in the
Canadian church). Unfortunately,
due to tragic circumstances,
Owen had to leave his Canadian
parish and return to the UK. He
now looks forward to his new life
in the parish of St. Mary’s,
Prestwich. Owen enjoys walking,
cinema, history and culture,
watching binge-worthy TV series,
and is a voracious reader. He also
enjoys sport, and has in the past
been an active golfer, cricketer,
and fencer. He has one dog, a big
and boisterous German Shepherd
called Loki. God willing, Owen
will be ordained as a priest in
2018 and we expect him to be
with us at St. Mary’s for three
years.
Music in Worship
An important development in
1960’s hymn writing was
spearheaded by the Rev Michael
Baughen,
who
later
became Bishop
of
Chester.
Together with a group of
composers and lyricists, he
worked on a collection of 150
new
hymns
and
songs
entitled Youth
Praise
which
became a best-seller. Key figures
in the group included Michael
Baughen,
Richard
Bewes
and Christopher Idle, and they
later formed a company known
as Jubilate Hymns.

9 June 2018. Look out for more
information on all these events
nearer the time.
Our new hymn book at St Mary’s
contains a number of their
compositions, including the
popular “Calypso Carol” (See him
lying on a bed of straw), the
rousing hymn Christ Triumphant,
Ever Reigning, and a version of
Psalm 46 (God is our strength and
refuge) which is sung to the tune
of the Dam Busters March.
St Mary’s Patronal Festival

This year we will celebrate the
parish Patronal Festival on
Sunday 3 September. The
Venerable
Cherry
Vann,
Archdeacon of Rochdale will
preach at the 1030 Eucharist. All
are welcome to this joyful
celebration of our Patron Saint the Blessed Virgin Mary. At the
end of the service there will be a
retiring collection for The
Children’s Society.
St Mary’s Social Programme
A series of social events is being
arranged for the coming months,
beginning with a Harvest Supper
on Saturday 30 September 2017.
A Beetle Drive will take place on
Saturday 27 January 2018, and a
Canal Trip on Saturday 21 April
2018. Finally save the date for an
Afternoon Tea party on Saturday
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Doreen Hulme Remembered

Many members of St Mary’s will
remember Doreen Hulme, who
was a faithful and committed
member of the church over many
years. In her will Doreen left a
generous legacy to Manchester
Cathedral which was used
towards the funding of new altar
furniture in the nave of the
Cathedral, pictured above, used
for the first time at the Eucharist
on Easter Day, when the new
cathedral organ was also
inaugurated.

Prayers for the World Church

USPG is an Anglican mission
agency supporting churches
around the world to bring
fullness
of
life
to
the
communities they serve. USPG
produces a regular Prayer Diary
“Praying for the World Church”
which you can receive by post or
obtain
online
from:
www.uspg.org.uk/pray
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Diary Dates
Sunday 3 September – Patronal Festival
Sunday 10 September – Junior Church and Youth
Group resume
Thursday 14 September – Pre School Praise

This year we will celebrate
Harvest Thanksgiving with a
Harvest Supper at 1830 on
Saturday 30 September, followed
by the Harvest Festival Eucharist
at 1030 on Sunday 1 October.
Please bring gifts of nonperishable foods to be donated
to Porch Boxes.

Porch Boxes is a local charity
providing
crisis
packs
to
individuals or families in need.
The packs include enough food
for two days and some basic
toiletries. More information at
www. porchboxes.wordpress.com

resumes
Saturday 30 September – Harvest Supper at 1830
Sunday 1 October – Harvest Festival Eucharist
Sunday 8 October – Prestwich Hospital Service
Sunday 5 November – All Saints Day

resource, you are encouraged to
take time during the course of a
day to read the Bible passage
suggested, with the short
commentary, and to reflect on
the questions which follow. The
latest commentary published
relates to the following passage
from the Gospel of Luke (Luke
18:15-17) which is an appropriate
text as we re-start our activities
with children and young people
after the summer break: “People
were bringing babies to Jesus for
him to place his hands on them.
When the disciples saw this, they
rebuked them. But Jesus called
the children to him and said, “Let
the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such
as these. Truly I tell you, anyone
who will not receive the kingdom
of God like a little child will never
enter it.” To find out more, go to
the
Taize
website
at
www.taize.fr/en and click on
“Commented Bible Passages”.
The Cross of Christ

Praying the Bible with Taize

Each month the Taize Community
(an
ecumenical
monastic
community based in southern
France) posts a short Bible
meditation on their website.
These Bible commentaries are
meant as a way of seeking God
and finding prayer in the midst of
our daily life. To use this

14 September in the Church
Calendar is Holy Cross Day, also
known as the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross. This

The Parish of St Mary the Virgin, Prestwich

prayer reminds us of the
powerful symbolism of the cross
in our faith:
Merciful God, through the death
of your beloved Son you
transformed an instrument of
shame into a sign of hope and
glory. Receive the offering of
our lives, and renew us in the
mystery of his love; through the
same Jesus Christ, the Lord of
glory.

Prestwich Mission Partnership
Youth Group meets every
Sunday evening during school
term.
From 6-8 October
members of the Youth Group will
be enjoying a weekend away
at Hothersall Lodge in the Ribble
Valley. Please continue your
prayers for our children and
young people. More information
on the Youth Group can be found
on
the
parish
website:
www.stmarysprestwich.org,
then click on “church groups”
then “youth-group”.
Thank you from Carole Barnet
“I’d like to take this opportunity
to thank everyone for their
support, good wishes, thoughts,
cards, kind gifts and prayers on
my Licensing as a Reader. Thank
you also to those who organised
the celebratory cake and
champagne in Church the
following Sunday. With God’s
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grace, I pray that my new
ministry will be a blessing to you
all. With love, Carole.”
Holy Hour and Eucharist of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

During School term, Junior
Church meets on Sunday at 1030.
The
Prestwich
Mission
Partnership Youth Group meets
on Sunday at 1830. The 22nd
Prestwich Scout Group meets on
weekday evenings. Pre-School
Praise is on Thursdays at 1000.
We enjoy a close relationship
with our Parish School. More
information
at:
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups.

On the last Saturday of every
month, Holy Hour of silent prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament
takes place from 1100, followed
by the Eucharist at 1200 Noon.
All are welcome on Saturday 30
September.
Church Cleaning
Recently we invited new
volunteers to join our church
cleaning
team
on
Friday
mornings. Liezel (pictured below
with Jean and Anne) has joined
the team at a rather young age…

A reflection on the tenderness of
God, by Pope Francis

“As when a mother takes her
child upon her knee and caresses
him or her, so the Lord will do
and does with us. This is the
cascade of tenderness which
gives us so much consolation. ‘As
one whom his mother comforts,
so I will comfort you’ (Isaiah 66:
13). Every Christian is called to
be a bearer of this message of
hope that gives serenity and joy:
God’s consolation, his tenderness
towards all”.

1030 Matthew 20: 1-16
Regular worship at St Mary’s
Sunday
0800 Eucharist
1030 Sung Eucharist
Tuesday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
Wednesday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
1000 Eucharist
Thursday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
1000 Pre-School Praise
Friday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s
School
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at
the Rectory, Church Lane.

St Mary’s parish prayer
Loving Father, we pray your
blessing on our parish. Help us to
have hearts open to your Holy
Spirit. Give us the courage to
follow the way of Christ.
Strengthen us to be faithful in
prayer and loving service. Help
us to play our part in building up
your Kingdom here and now.

Sunday Gospel Readings

Children and young people are a
valued part of our community.

3 September
0800 Luke 1: 46-55
1030 Luke 1: 46-55
10 September
0800 Luke 10: 23-37
1030 Matthew 18: 15-20
17 September
0800 Luke 17: 11-19
1030 Matthew 18: 21-35
24 September
0800 Matthew 6: 24-end
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Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church
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