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From the Church Wardens
The start of autumn is associated
with Harvest and the celebration
of God’s abundant gifts. At St
Mary’s we have a long tradition
of supporting those who are
disadvantaged in our community.
If you are able, please bring items
for Porch Boxes to our All Age
Harvest Eucharist on Sunday 1
October at 1030. Preceding this
service on Saturday evening 30
September in St Mary’s school is
our Harvest Supper (tickets are
available from Catriona Holmes).
Please come and enjoy good
food, friendship and fellowship
with others from St Mary’s and
beyond. Harvest is a time of the
year for generously thanking
God. The Parochial Church
Council wish to use the weeks
from Harvest Festival to All Saints
Sunday (5 November) as a period
to focus on Christian Giving, in
the context of our growing
church. With your prayers and
help we aim to increase our
giving by £10k, to better support
God’s mission in this parish, in
line with the objectives in our
parish Mission Action Plan. Look
out for more information in
church during the month of
October and please pray about

how God is calling you to
respond.
25 October sees the launch of a
new Silence and Stillness Group,
which will take place on the last
Wednesday of the month after
the 1000 Eucharist, beginning
with refreshments at 1030 and
followed by a time of meditation
from 1100 to noon.
All are
invited to experience the stillness
and quiet as a means of coming
closer to God.
We also
encourage you to look out for the
first of our Men’s Breakfast
events. We shall meet at a local
venue in Prestwich on Saturday 4
November at 1000 with guest
speaker Bishop Jack Nicholls.
Finally, we are delighted to see
our groups for children and
young people start again after
the summer break, and there is
much excitement in our Youth
Group about their weekend away
at the beginning of October.
Please pray for our young people
as they explore over the
weekend what it means to be
inspired by God to make a
difference.
With love, Stewart and Susie

Free or by Donation
Mary’s School and our Scout
Group. Please bring gifts of nonperishable foods to be donated
to Porch Boxes, a local charity
providing crisis packs to those in
need. More information at www.
porchboxes.wordpress.com

Fair Trade and Holy Communion

The wine we use for Holy
Communion at the Eucharist at St
Mary’s is from cabernet grapes
produced at the Stellar Organic
Winery in South Africa - located
around 200km north of Cape
Town.
The Stellar Winery
focuses on organic production,
ethical business practices and fair
trade, and the associated Stellar
Foundation is active in social
engagement projects, including
education and medical work.
Find out more at www.
stellarorganics.co.za
Men’s Breakfast with Bishop
Jack on Saturday 4 November

This year we will celebrate
Harvest Thanksgiving with a
Harvest Supper at 1830 on
Saturday 30 September at St
Mary’s School, followed by the
Harvest Festival Eucharist at
1030 on Sunday 1 October. At
this service we welcome St
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Bishop Jack Nicholls will be the
speaker at a Men’s Breakfast to
be held at 1000 on Saturday 4
November. Look out for more
details and book your place in
church.
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The Apostle Luke

“The Children’s Society works

On 18 October the church
throughout the world celebrates
St Luke. Join in the prayer of the
church on that day by using the
following collect, set by the
Church of England for use on 18
October:
Almighty God, you called Luke
the physician, whose praise is in
the gospel, to be an evangelist
and physician of the soul:
by the grace of the Spirit
and through the wholesome
medicine
of
the
gospel,
give your Church the same love
and
power
to
heal;
through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.
Good Childhood
The Children’s Society has
recently published its Good
Childhood Report 2017 - the
sixth in a series of annual reports
about how children in the UK feel
about their lives. This article is
extracted from the campaign
summary issued alongside the
main report. You can access all
this
material
at
www.childrenssociety.org.uk/th
e-good-childhood-report.
There are regular opportunities
to contribute to the work fof the
Children’s Society work at St
Marys, including a retiring
collection at this year’s Patronal
Festival.

with children and young people
whose lives are complex. They
often
experience
many
disadvantages which – in
combination – may prevent them
from having a happy childhood.
Our Good Childhood Report 2017
shows the shocking scale of some
of these disadvantages – from
the 200,000 children aged 10 to
17
experiencing
emotional
neglect, to more than a third
living in families struggling to pay
the bills. Fear of crime was the
most common problem of all,
affecting 2.2 million children,
with 1 in 3 teenage girls afraid of
being followed by a stranger and
1 in 4 boys worried they’ll be
assaulted. One million 10 to 17
year olds face seven or more of
these serious problems in their
lives. Our findings reveal the
devastating impact that multiple
disadvantage can have on how
children feel about their lives.
Children and young people’s
happiness with their life as a
whole is at its lowest since 2010.
Worryingly, children facing seven
or more of the 27 serious
problems we asked about were
10 times more likely to be
unhappy than those with none.
Across the country, local
authority children’s services play
a crucial role in helping children
and families manage and
overcome the serious problems
in their lives. However, there is
an increasing gap emerging
between the scale of the need
and the funding available for
local authorities to help children
and families deal with these
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problems. The Government must
urgently review the funding
available for local authority
children’s services in order to
equip them to adequately
address the scale of demand. At
the same time, local authorities
must ensure they are making the
well-being of children in their
area a top priority for all local
agencies. They should make
children’s well-being a principal
focus of their council plans, and
involve
children
in
the
development of these plans. It
cannot be acceptable that so
many children and young people
in this country are experiencing
serious problems that are leaving
them unhappy. It is only possible
to improve the well-being of
children and young people across
the
country
by
correctly
resourcing and prioritising the
services which help children
early, before they hit crisis
point.”

Pray as you go is a daily prayer
session, designed for use on
portable devices (apps are
available for iOS and Android), to
help you pray whenever you find
time, but perhaps particularly
whilst travelling to and from
work.
A prayer session is
produced for every day of the
working week - lasting around
ten minutes, it combines music,
scripture and some questions for
reflection. The aim is to help
listeners to become more aware
of God's presence; to listen and
reflect on God's word; and to
grow in relationship with God.
More
information
is
at
www.pray-as-you-go.org
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Diary Dates
Sunday 1 October – Harvest Festival Eucharist
6-8 October – Youth Group weekend away
Sunday 8 October – Prestwich Hospital Service
Prestwich Hospital Service

On 8 October, the Sunday closest
to World Mental Health Day, we
shall be remembering the
patients of Prestwich Hospital
buried in our churchyard within a
special memorial Eucharist at
1030. The Revd Jeremy Law,
Chaplaincy
Coordinator
at
Greater Manchester Mental
Health NHS Foundation Trust,
will be the visiting preacher.
More information on World
Mental Health Day can be found
at www.mentalhealth.org.uk.
Reformation 500

On 31 October the church
calendar remembers Martin
Luther. At noon on that day in
Westminster Abbey there will be
a special service to mark the
500th Anniversary of the
beginning of the Reformation in
Europe.
The Archbishop of
Canterbury will preach and a new
anthem, commissioned for the
occasion by Danish composer
Bent
Sørensen,
will
be
performed. The service will be
attended by representatives of
Lutheran churches in the United
Kingdom.

Wednesday 25 October – Silence & Stillness Group
Saturday 4 November – Men’s Breakfast
Sunday 5 November – All Saints Sunday
Sunday 12 November – Remembrance Sunday

Holy Hour and Eucharist of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
On the last Saturday of every
month, Holy Hour of silent prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament
takes place from 1100, followed
by the Eucharist at 1200 Noon.
All are welcome on Saturday 28
October.
The Angelus Bell

angel,
may
by
his
Passion and Cross be brought to
the glory of the Resurrection.
Through the same Christ our
Lord. Amen
There are numerous surviving
medieval Angelus bells in
England, including nineteen
preserved in churches within the
diocese of Lincoln, inscribed with
the name Gabriel in memory of
the Annunciation. Ringing out in
the Prestwich community day by
day, the Angelus bell reminds us
of Mary’s “Yes” to God and
serves as an encouragement in
our own 21st Century journey of
faith.
Youth Group Weekend Away

The Angelus Bell rings daily
through the year on the carillion
in St Mary’s Tower at 1200 and
1800.
This short ringing
sequence of three chimes
repeated
three
times
is
traditionally associated with the
“Angelus Prayer”, a prayerful
devotion recalling the birth of
Christ announced to the Blessed
Virgin Mary by the Archangel
(“Angelus” in Latin) Gabriel, and
depicted above in a 14th century
Italian painting. The devotion,
dating from the medieval period,
involves reciting the Biblical
acclamation commonly known as
the “Hail Mary” three times,
ending with the following prayer:
Pour forth O Lord your grace into
our hearts; that we who have
known the incarnation of Christ
your Son by the message of an
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From 6-8 October members of
our Youth Group will be enjoying
a weekend away at Hothersall
Lodge in the Ribble Valley. We
invite
you
to
especially
remember our young people in
your prayers
during that
weekend. You may wish to use
the following prayer:
Loving God we praise you for the
work of your grace in the lives of
our young people. Draw close to
them as they grow in their love
of you. Guide them in truth and
wisdom as they face the
challenges of life. May they look
to Jesus day by day as their
saviour and their friend. Amen
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St Mary’s Churchyard on Twitter
During September we featured St
Mary’s Churchyard in a two-week
series on our Twitter account
@stmaryprestwich.
You can
review the tweets online by
searching #stmaryschurchyard. A
printed prayer leaflet is also
available in church, based on the
series. During the two week
campaign, we generated nearly
5000 Twitter “impressions”.
Nearly 1200 people now follow St
Mary’s on Twitter. Why not join
them?

ability, race or sexuality. We
believe
in
Church
which
welcomes and serves all people in
the name of Jesus Christ; which is
scripturally faithful; which seeks
to proclaim the Gospel afresh for
each generation; and which, in
the power of the Holy Spirit,
allows all people to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep
is the love of Jesus Christ."
More
information
is
at
www.inclusive-church.org
Sunday Gospel Readings

The Bible and Dyslexia

Aurora Betony, who is dyslexic,
has created a series of “Tips on
taking in and remembering Bible
content”
which
can
be
downloaded from the Inclusive
Church
website
at
www.inclusive-church.org
For
those whose dyslexia makes it
difficult to engage with the Bible
by reading, she also suggests an
audio dramatization produced by
the Bible Society called ‘You’ve
got the Time’, available from
soundcloud.com/biblesociety/se
ts/youve-got-the-time and a
website that offers free sets of
Bible story images called Free
Bible images available online at
www.freebibleimages.org.
St
Mary’s is a member of the
Inclusive Church network: “we
believe in an inclusive Church church
which
does
not
discriminate, on any level, on
grounds of economic power,
gender, mental health, physical

1 October
0800 Luke 7: 11-17
1030 Luke 12: 16-30
8 October
0800 Luke 14: 1-11
1030 Matthew 21: 33-end
15 October
0800 Matthew 22: 34-end
1030 Matthew 22: 1-14
22 October
0800 Matthew 9: 1-8
1030 Matthew 22: 15-22
29 October
0800 Matthew 22: 1-14
1030 Matthew 24: 30-35

Children and young people are a
valued part of our community.
During School term, Junior
Church meets on Sunday at 1030.
The
Prestwich
Mission
Partnership Youth Group meets
on Sunday at 1830. The 22nd
Prestwich Scout Group meets on
weekday evenings. Pre-School
Praise is on Thursdays at 1000.
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We enjoy a close relationship
with our Parish School. More
information
at:
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups.

Regular worship at St Mary’s
Sunday
0800 Eucharist
1030 Sung Eucharist
Tuesday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
Wednesday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
1000 Eucharist
Thursday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
1000 Pre-School Praise
Friday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s
School
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at
the Rectory, Church Lane.

St Mary’s parish prayer
Loving Father, we pray your
blessing on our parish. Help us to
have hearts open to your Holy
Spirit. Give us the courage to
follow the way of Christ.
Strengthen us to be faithful in
prayer and loving service. Help
us to play our part in building up
your Kingdom here and now.

Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church
Lane, M25 1AN
Parish Priest:
Chris Wedge
telephone 0161 773 2912
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet
tel
07950
354445;
Susie
Mapledoram tel 07710 557833
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