St Mary’s Monthly News
November 2017

From the Parish Priest
When a person loses their
memory because of illness it can
be a very confusing and
distressing experience.
My
closest friend died last year
having lived with Alzheimer’s
disease for the last five years of
his life. In the end he couldn’t
remember who I was, what he
had done for a living or even that
he had ever been married.
Our memories and remembering
are part of who we are, they
make up an important part of our
identity. During November we
will be marking Remembrance
Sunday with the usual solemnity
of silence and recalling the
names of the war dead from our
parish.
It matters in these
uncertain times that we never
forget the horror of war and we
pay tribute to those who died in
pursuit of justice and democracy
on all sides of the conflicts.
Every time we celebrate the
Eucharist we repeat the words
Jesus used at the Last Supper ‘Do
this in remembrance of me’. We
need constantly to remember the
invitation of Christ to live the
Good News of the Gospel, to see

the best in others and to commit
ourselves to work for peace and
justice. If we forget the call to
discipleship our lives will be
diminished and so will the
communities in which we live.
Our faith calls us to be salt and
light, to be bearers of love and to
work and to pray for the
Kingdom of God to reign here
and now.
With love, Chris

St Mary’s Christmas Fair will take
place at St Mary’s School on
Saturday 25 November 2017
from 1000-1300 with fun for all
the family.
Our Award-Winning Pre-School
Praise

Free or by Donation
Living Memories

St Mary’s Churchyard is featured
in a new series of “Living
Memory”
podcasts
about
Prestwich and Whitefield. In this
recording, former Professor of
the Built Environment at Salford
University
Edward
Finch,
interviews Bill Cottam from our
Churchyard Action Group, while
they explore the churchyard ‘insitu’. You can find a link to the
podcast on the parish website
(go to ‘church groups’ then
‘churchyard action group’). More
information about the Living
Memories project – and other
podcasts – can be found at www.
disceyes.org
Jesus Understands – a reflection
by Fr James Martin:

Pre-School Praise has been
“highly commended” in the
recent Diocese of Manchester
Awards. Members of the PSP
team will receive this award at
Bishopscourt in November. You
can view a short video about PreSchool Praise on the parish
website
at
www.stmarysprestwich.org/chu
rch-groups/pre-school-praise.
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“Jesus understands your human
life because he lived a human life.
And so you are not alone in your
suffering. The Risen Christ – alive
and present to us in the Holy
Spirit – is with you in your
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suffering. He is with you in his
divinity – that is he knows all
things and therefore understands
your suffering fully. And he is
with you in his humanity - he
went through all of these things.
If you’ve ever felt alone in your
struggles, you no longer have to.
You can know that Jesus
understands you in every way.
And when you pray to Jesus you
are praying to someone who
understands you.”

The Real Advent Calendar is a fun
way to share the Christmas story.
The calendar comes with a
Christmas story activity book
designed to be used every day in
Advent. This year, the book is
illustrated by award winning
artist, Alida Massari. Of course
fair-trade chocolate is also
involved! More information can
be found on the web at
www.realadvent.co.uk
Remembering 1918

Special prayers used just six days
after the end of the First World
War have been republished.
Located
among
documents
stored in the archives of Lambeth
Place Library, the prayers
were issued under the authority
of the Archbishops of Canterbury

and
York
for
use
on
Sunday November 17 1918.
As preparations begin for this
year’s Armistice Day ceremonies
and
Remembrance
Sunday
services, the Prayer Book Society
has made these prayers available
to download from its website at
www.pbs.org.uk/armistice.
Armistice Day was first observed
formally in the grounds of
Buckingham Palace during the
morning of 11 November 1919.
One of the re-published prayers
invites us to “remember before
God the solemn responsibility
now resting upon the statesmen
of the world, and pray that God
may guide them by his spirit of
counsel and of strength, and that
by their endeavours peace and
justice, freedom and order, may
be established among all
nations.” This seems a sentiment
as relevant in 2017 as it was in
1918. The Remembrance Day
Eucharist at St Mary’s this year
will be on Sunday 12 November
at 10.30am.

The Church Army, an Anglican
Mission organisation since 1882,
has recently launched a new set
of vision and values, alongside a
new branding and logo, featured
above. Church Army’s vision
is for everyone everywhere
to encounter God's love, and
be empowered to transform
their communities through
faith shared in words and
action.
You can find out
more and watch a short
video at www.churcharmy.org.
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A Focus on Giving
Please return your giving
response forms on Sunday 5
November when we shall be
celebrating All Saints Day.

The Youth Group Weekend
Away last month at Hothersall
Lodge in the Ribble Valley was a
great success.

Here the Group enjoy fun on the
high ropes and on the lake.
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Diary Dates
Saturday 4 November – Men’s Breakfast
Sunday 5 November – All Saints Sunday & Return of
Giving Response Forms
Deanery Quiet Evening Thursday 16 November
Come and join friends from
across the Deanery for an
evening of gentle worship, bible
study, prayer and quiet reflection
on our life together in the
Radcliffe and Prestwich Deanery.
The evening will take place on
Thursday 16 November from
1900-2100 in All Saints Church,
Stand
Refugees in Greece – a report
from USPG

Sunday 12 November – Remembrance Sunday
Thursday 16 November – Deanery Quiet Evening
Saturday 25 November – Christmas Fair
Sunday 26 November – Feast of Christ the King

camp, alongside “Lighthouse
Relief” organisation, the Church
is supporting young people aged
15-23 who face an uncertain
future with no access to
education.
O God who made your home
among us in Jesus of Nazareth,
we pray for those who have
been forced from their homes
and now live as migrants and
refugees. Bless them, and all
who work to bring them comfort
and relief.

free.
More information,
including videos, on the web at
www.library.manchester.ac.uk/r
ylands/whats-on/reformation
Celebrating Love
It was great to celebrate with
Leon and Savannah who were
married in the context of the
Sunday Eucharist at St Mary’s on
22 October. The happy couple
are pictured below with Liezel:

The Reformation in Manchester

The situation in Greece is as fluid
as ever. Hundreds of refugees
still arrive daily on the islands.
They must register at the point of
entry and stay in makeshift
refugee camps until the asylum
process has been completed.
Only the most vulnerable cases
are moved into sheltered
accommodation. The needs are
as urgent as ever, with 45,000
refugees here.
The Anglican
Church in Greece continues to
work with the Orthodox Church
and other church groups. The
Anglican Church in Greece is
working with MedIn, a Greek
organisation which has opened
shelters for unaccompanied
minors, including one for girls,
the most vulnerable group of all.
In addition the Church provides
support to some of the refugee
camps and involve congregations
and communities in appeals,
such as for emergency food and
medicine in Samos. In Ritsona

Marking 500 years since the
start of the Reformation in
Europe, the John Rylands Library
on Deansgate has launched a
major exhibition of rare items
from its collections. Find out
how Luther’s work led to the
splintering of the Catholic Church
in England. Learn how Henry
VIII’s attempts to divorce led to
him overthrowing the Catholic
Church and electing himself head
of the Church of England. And
discover why William Tyndale’s
translation of the bible into
English is still felt in the language
we speak today.
The exhibition includes a rare
copy of Luther’s 95 theses, as
well as a letter handwritten by
Luther himself. There is also one
of the earliest examples of
printing – an indulgence printed
in 1455. The exhibition runs until
4 March 2018 and admission is
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Father of all, in Jesus Christ you
open to us the treasures of your
kingdom; guide us by your Holy
Spirit that we may receive your
redeeming grace and reflect the
perfect unity of your love, for
you live and reign Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.

Children and young people are a
valued part of our community.
During School term, Junior
Church meets on Sunday at 1030.
The
Prestwich
Mission
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Partnership Youth Group meets
on Sunday at 1830. The 22nd
Prestwich Scout Group meets on
weekday evenings. Pre-School
Praise is on Thursdays at 1000.
We enjoy a close relationship
with our Parish School. More
information
at:
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups.

The Archeacon of Bolton

there in the 8th Century. In his
book The Cost of Discipleship,
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
who was murdered by the Nazis,
reflects on the call of the first
disciples: “The story of the call is
a stumbling block to our natural
reason.
The encounter is a
testimony to the absolute, direct
and unaccountable authority of
Jesus. There is no need of any
preliminaries and no other
consequence but obedience to
the call. And what does the text
inform us about the content of
discipleship? Follow me, run
along behind me! That is all.
When we are called to follow
Christ, we are summoned to an
exclusive attachment to his
person. It is a gracious call, a
gracious commandment.”
Sunday Gospel Readings

Ven David Bailey, pictured above,
will be retiring from his role in
November. We welcome him to
St Mary’s to preach at the 1030
Eucharist
on
Sunday
26
November 2017.
St Andrew’s Day

On 30 November the Church
celebrates St Andrew. Andrew
was one of the first disciples
called by Jesus and he is
honoured as the first ‘missionary’
because he went to find his
brother Simon to meet Jesus.
Tradition has him travelling on
several missionary journeys and
eventually being martyred in
crucifixion on an X shaped cross.
He became the patron saint of
Scotland because of the legend
that his relics had been brought

to play our part in building up your
Kingdom here and now.

Regular worship at St Mary’s

Sunday
0800 Eucharist
1030 Sung Eucharist
Tuesday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
Wednesday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
1000 Eucharist
Thursday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
1000 Pre-School Praise
Friday
0730 Morning Prayer*
0800 Eucharist*
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s
School
Services marked * take place in the Oratory at
the Rectory, Church Lane.

5 November - All Saints Sunday
0800 Matthew 5: 1-12
1030 Matthew 5: 1-12
12 November
0800 Matthew 18: 21-end
1030 Matthew 25: 1-13
19 November
0800 Matthew 22: 15-22
1030 Matthew 25: 14-30
26 November - Christ the King
0800 John 6: 5-14
1030 Matthew 25: 31-end
St Mary’s parish prayer
Loving Father, we pray your blessing
on our parish. Help us to have
hearts open to your Holy Spirit. Give
us the courage to follow the way of
Christ. Strengthen us to be faithful
in prayer and loving service. Help us
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Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church
Lane, M25 1AN
Parish Priest:
Chris Wedge
telephone 0161 773 2912
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet
tel
07950
354445;
Susie
Mapledoram tel 07710 557833
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