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From the Parish Priest 
November is a time for 
remembering.  On November 2nd 
traditionally we pray for the 
faithful departed as it is All Souls 
Day.  We will be celebrating as 
eight of our Young People receive 
their first Holy Communion on 
November 6th as we recall the 
meal in the upper room the night 
before Christ died.  A week later 
we will remember all those who 
have died in the service of peace 
at our Remembrance Eucharist 
on November 13th. Towards the 
end of the month we keep 
Advent Sunday on November 27th 

and at that service we will bless 
our new hymn books and light 
our Advent wreath as we begin 
to watch and wait for Christmas.  
Instead of an Advent course this 
year we will be holding three 
Advent Evenings.  We will start 
with wine and drinks at Rectory 
at 7.45pm and this will be 
followed by a service of Compline 
and will be over by 9pm.  During 
the service we will read the 
Gospel for the coming Sunday 
and there will be a very short 
sermon.  Compline is a little 
known candle lit service which is 

time of reflection on the day just 
passed and it prepares us for a 
peaceful night.  The Advent 
Evenings will be held on Tuesday 
November 29th, December 6th 
and December 20th.  As I look 
back over the past few months I 
am filled with joy and delight at 
what God is doing in our parish.  
We have continued to grow in 
size on Sundays with an average 
of 180 people now attending our 
services and our Pre School 
Praise group has been attracting 
up to 70 members for our 
Thursday service.  Now is the 
time to focus our attention on 
growing in depth.  I pray that as 
we continue to remember the 
gift of Jesus Christ we will grow in 
faith, holiness and love so that 
we can continue to see clearly, 
pray deeply and act boldly.   
With love, Chris (Parish Priest)  

 
Bible readings used during 
services at St Mary’s are based 
on the “lectionary” (a table of 
Scripture readings) authorised for 
use by the Church of England.  At 
the 8am Eucharist on Sunday 
mornings, we use the lectionary 
from the Book of Common 
Prayer, which originally dates 
from the 17th century, but was 
updated during the 20th.  At 
other services we use the 
Common Worship lectionary 
which is an adaptation of the 
Revised Common Lectionary, 
launched in 1994 - this was the 
product of a North American 
collaboration involving the 
Roman Catholic and Anglican 
Churches, alongside Protestant 
Churches such as Lutherans, 
Presbyterians and Methodists. 
The Common Worship lectionary 
follows a three year cycle (Years 

A,B,C) such that the Gospel 
readings on Sundays during Year 
A are mainly from the Gospel of 
Matthew; in Year B from Mark; 
and in Year C from Luke.  
Readings from the Gospel of John 
are included on particular 
Sundays every year.  The yearly 
cycle begins on the first Sunday 
of Advent – this year Advent 
Sunday falls on 27 November, 
when we shall begin Year A 
readings.  All Church of England 
lectionaries can be accessed on 
the internet at 
http://almanac.oremus.org/lectionary. 
 
About Advent 

 
The season of Advent (beginning 
this year on 27 November) marks 
a time of spiritual preparation 
before Christmas. The historical 
origins of Advent are hard to 
determine with any great 
precision – the first Advent 
liturgies survive from the 5th 
Century; around the 9th Century 
the first Sunday of Advent was 
designated as the beginning of 
the Church year; and the number 
of Sundays in Advent (four) was 
fixed in the 11th Century.  Despite 
the rather uncertain history, the 
importance of this season 
remains to focus on the coming 
of our Lord. (The word Advent is 
derived from the Latin Adventus, 
meaning coming.) We are 
encouraged to celebrate the 
anniversary of our Lord’s first 
coming into this world, and at 
the same time we recall that 
Jesus will come again as judge. 
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A popular way to help us in our 
Advent preparations is the use of 
an Advent wreath, a tradition 
originally established in the 16th 
Century German Lutheran 
Church (see picture).  The wreath 
is a circle, with no beginning or 
end, calling to mind eternal life in 
the Kingdom of God. The wreath 
includes greenery, pointing to 
the new life Jesus brings.   Five 
candles complete the wreath: 
three are purple, symbolizing 
penance, preparation, and 
sacrifice; the pink candle 
highlights the 3rd Sunday of 
Advent, “Gaudete Sunday” when 
we rejoice at the mid-point in our 
preparations (Gaudete being the 
Latin word for rejoice).  The 
white central candle represents 
Christ, the light of the world, and 
the progression of lighting 
candles during the season shows 
our increasing readiness to meet 
our Lord at Christmas: Father in 
Heaven, increase our longing for 
Christ the Saviour this Advent.  
Give us the strength to grow in 
love, that the dawn of his coming 
may find us rejoicing in his 
presence and welcoming the light 
of his truth. 
 

 
The Feast of Christ the King falls 
this year on Sunday 20 
November.  It is a relatively 
recent addition to the church 
calendar having been instituted 
in 1925 by Pope Pius XI for the 
Roman Catholic Church. The 
Anglican church adopted it along 
with the Revised Common 
Lectionary (see article on page 1).  
Within his encyclical which 
instituted the new Feast Day, 
Pope Pius XI declared: “If Christ 

our Lord is given power in 
heaven and on earth, it must be 
clear that not one of our faculties 
is exempt from his empire. He 
must reign in our minds; He must 
reign in our hearts; and He must 
reign in our bodies”. 
 
An Advent reflection from the 
writings of St Cyril of Jerusalem, 
4th Century Doctor of the Church 
(died 386AD), pictured in the icon 
below. 

 
“We preach not one coming of 
Christ, but also a second, far 
more glorious than the first.  The 
first revealed the meaning of his 
patient endurance; the second 
brings with it the crown of the 
divine kingdom.  Generally 
speaking, everything that 
concerns our Lord Jesus Christ is 
twofold.  His birth is twofold: one 
of God before time began; the 
other of the Virgin in the fullness 
of time.  His descent is twofold: 
one unperceived like the dew 
falling on the fleece; the other, 
before the eyes of all, is yet to 
happen.  Our Lord Jesus Christ 
will, then, come from heaven.  
He will come in glory at the end 
of this world on the last day.  
Then there will be an end to this 
world, and this created world will 
be made new. “  
 
The Real Advent Calendar is a 
charity advent calendar including  

a free Christmas story book.  
Every sale includes a donation to 
Traidcraft.  More information is 
available on the web at 
www.realadvent.co.uk. 
 
St Cecilia – Patron Saint of Music 

Saint Cecilia (depicted in the 
stained glass image above) is the 
patron saint of musicians and her 
feast day is celebrated every year 
on 22  November. While the 
details of her story appear to be 
fictional, Cecilia’s existence and 
martyrdom are considered a 
historical fact. She is said to have 
been beheaded with a sword. A 
church dedicated to the saint was 
founded in 4th century Rome, 
reputedly on the site of the 
house where she lived. A few 
days after St Cecilia’s day this 
year, at the 1030 Eucharist at St 
Mary’s on 27 November, we 
shall be blessing our new parish 
hymn books, and celebrating the 
part played by music in 
enhancing our worship.   
 
St Mary’s on Social Media 
St Mary’s has an active social 
media presence on Twitter 
@stmaryprestwich. More than a 
thousand people now follow us 
for information on prayer and 
worship, pictures of parish 
events, and messages about the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  Why 
not join them? 
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Diary Dates 
Sunday 6 November – First Holy Communions 
Sunday 13 November – Remembrance Sunday 
Sunday 20 November – Feast of Christ the King 
Saturday 26 November  – Christmas Fair at St Mary’s 
School from 1000-1300 

Sunday 27 November – Advent Sunday - blessing of 
new hymnals at the 1030 Eucharist. 
Tuesday 29 November – Advent Evenings begin 
Sunday 4 December – The Archdeacon of Salford 
preaching at the 1030 All Age Eucharist 
Sunday 22 January – Bishop Mark Davies presiding at 
the 1030 Eucharist. 

 

 
Christmas 2016 at St Mary’s 

 

Sunday 18 December – 4th Sunday of Advent 
1800 Carol Service 
Saturday 24 December – Christmas Eve 
1600 Crib Service  
2330 Midnight Eucharist 
Sunday 25 December - Christmas Day 
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
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Sunday Gospel Readings  

 
6 November 
0800  Matthew 9.18-26 
1030  Luke 20.27-38 
13 November 
0800  Matthew 8.1-13 
1030  Luke 21.5-19 
20 November 
0800  John 6.5-14 
1030  Luke 23.33-43 
27 November 
0800  Matthew 21.1-13 
1030  Matthew 24: 36-44 
 
Church Yard News 

 
As we approach Remembrance-
tide, the Church Yard Action 
Group has been working hard on 
clearing overgrown war graves.  
We continue to be supported in 
the Church Yard by participants 
in the Community Payback 
scheme.  We have also recently 
been clearing in the area where 
the grave of the Victorian railway 
engineer Sturgess Meek can be 
found.  Sturgess started his 
career in 1833 as a pupil of 
George Stephenson   and he later 
worked as assistant to Robert 
Stephenson, working on the 
railway lines from London to 
Birmingham and York to 
Newcastle.  In the 1840’s he 
worked in France on the Paris to 
Rouen railway - later much of his 
work was in Yorkshire and 
Lancashire, including building the 
Martholme Viaduct in the Ribble 
Valley (pictured below). Sturgess 
Meek died in London in 1888 and 

his body was brought by train to 
Manchester to be buried in 
Prestwich Church Yard. 

 
 
Nigel Holmes writes with an 
update on Porch Boxes 

 
“Thank you for the donations 
made this harvest in addition to 
contributions that are being 
made each week in church to 
Porch Boxes.  We have supported 
this food bank charity regularly 
for over a year and have passed 
on our harvest-time collections 
for many years. The charity has 
been running for 16 years and 
donations are distributed locally 
around Bury. I normally take our 
donations to the Methodist 
Church in Radcliffe which is one 
of their collection points, with the 
main sorting centre being at 
Bradley Fold. In addition to the 
regular collection of tinned and 
dried foods and toiletries it would 
be good if we could make a 
seasonal contribution to spread 
the joy of Christmas. To make this 
manageable I'd suggest you 
might like to donate a shoebox 
full of seasonal treats. I know our 
own household tends to have an 
excess of chocolate goodies as 
Christmas approaches so it would 
be good to share these and other 
treats.  I will collect the Christmas 
donations on Saturday 17th of 
December to allow enough time 
to send them out. For more 

information or to make a 
monetary donation please visit 
the Porch Boxes website:  
https://porchboxes.wordpress.com 
Thank you again for your 
donations - they are very much 
appreciated.” 
 
Regular worship at St Mary’s  
 
Sunday  
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
Wednesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
1000 Eucharist 
Thursday 
0730 Eucharist* 
1000 Pre-School Praise 
Friday  
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 

Services marked * take place in the 

Oratory at the Rectory, Church Lane.   

Children are a valued part of our 
community.  Junior Church 
meets on Sunday at 1030.  The 
Prestwich Mission Partnership 
Youth Group meets on Sunday at 
1830.  The 22nd Prestwich Scout 
Group meets on weekday 
evenings.  Pre-School Praise is on 
Thursdays at 1000.  We enjoy a 
close relationship with our Parish 
School.  More information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 
 

Contact us 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 

Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, M25 1AN    
Parish Priest:  Chris Wedge 
telephone 0161 773 2912 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
telephone 07950 354445; Julia 
Dutton telephone 07931 293470 
 


