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From the Parish Priest 
 
This month marks the beginning 
of Lent, the period which leads 
up to Holy Week and Easter.  On 
Ash Wednesday we begin our 
Lenten journey with a Eucharist 
and the imposition of ashes.  We 
burn the palm crosses from last 
year and we mix the ash with oil 
so that we can have the sign of 
the cross in ash on our 
foreheads.  It is a reminder of our 
mortality ‘from dust we came 
and to dust we shall return’.  On 
the Friday evenings of March we 
are having a series of meals at 
the Rectory and a chance to talk 
about our faith, we are calling 
those evenings ‘Too Busy for 
God?’ they are totally free but 
places are limited so please sign 
up in church if you want to come.  
  

 
During the final few days before 
Easter there is a service in church 
each day.  The final days before 
Easter are the climax of all our 

preparing.  On Maundy Thursday 
we have a Eucharist, I wash the 
feet of twelve of our members 
like Jesus did and then we strip 
all the movable furnishings from 
the church until it looks bare and 
empty.  We place the 
consecrated bread on a side altar 
and light as many candles as we 
can.  We then sit silently in front 
of the Blessed Sacrament until 
late in the evening.  The next day 
is Good Friday and we go on a 
walk of witness with Christians 
from all over Prestwich and end 
with a short service outside 
Tesco.  We then hold our own 
service where we remember 
Jesus on the cross; we all kneel 
before the cross and kiss the feet 
of Jesus before leaving in silence.   
 
On the Saturday of Holy Week 
we hold a vigil service in the 
night.  We light a fire outside the 
church, we go into a dark and 
empty building with the Easter 
candle, we all light our own 
candles from the Easter light and 
we hear accounts from the Bible 
telling the story of human 
salvation.  We renew our 
Baptismal vows and we have a 
joyful Eucharist.  This is all 
followed by champagne at the 
Rectory.  The next day is Easter 
and we celebrate the 
resurrection of Christ and the life 
that is to come.  If you don’t take 
part in this, if you miss out Holy 
Week and simply come to church 
on Palm Sunday and Easter Day 
then you are seriously missing 
out on the wonders and 
mysteries of the Christian faith.  
These are the treasures of the 
church so this year keep a holy 
Lent and come and see for 
yourself.   
 
With love, Chris 

Junior Lent Group 
Pupils in Year 5 and 6 are invited 
to watch five films during Lent.  
Beginning on Wednesday 1 
March at 1545 at the Rectory.  
Please see Adele McKie or Rev 
Chris for more information. 
 
Stations of the Cross 

 
Stations of the Cross or the Way 
of the Cross refers to a series of 
images depicting on the day of 
his crucifixion, with 
accompanying reflections and 
prayers. The stations grew out of 
imitations of Via Dolorosa in 
Jerusalem which is believed to be 
the actual path Jesus walked to 
his death. The object of the 
stations is a form of spiritual 
“pilgrimage” through 
contemplation of the Passion of 
Christ, and a time of prayer. It 
has become one of the most 
popular Christian devotions and 
stations can be found fixed in the 
churches of many Western 
Christian denominations, often in 
a series of 14 images arranged in 
numbered order.  The stations 
are ‘travelled’ individually or in a 
group devotion, most commonly 
during Lent.  The style, form, and 
placement of the stations vary 
widely. Typical examples are 
small plaques with reliefs or 
paintings placed around a church 
nave. (The example pictured 
above is from a Roman Catholic 
church in India).  At St Mary’s we 
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have a set of modern Stations of 
the Cross which can be placed 
around the church building, but 
they are not fixed permanently in 
place.  The next opportunity to 
experience this devotion in a 
group will be as part of our Holy 
Week programme next month. 
 
Mothering Sunday 

Mothering Sunday falls on the 
fourth Sunday in Lent, exactly 
three weeks before Easter – this 
year Sunday 26 March.  Once 
observed as a day on which 
people would visit their "mother" 
church, it has become an 
occasion for honouring the 
mothers of children.   It is 
increasingly being 
called Mother's Day, although 
that has always been a secular 
event different from the original 
Mothering Sunday.  The fourth 
Sunday in Lent is also known as 
"Laetare” Sunday (from the Latin 
"to rejoice"), as the word Rejoice 
opens the traditional liturgy for 
that day in the church year.  
Sometimes also known as 
Refreshment Sunday, pink rather 
than purple vestments may be 
worn on this mid Sunday in Lent.  

 
 
Music in Worship 
Roman Catholic church music 
developed significantly in light of 
the reforms of the Second 
Vatican Council in the mid 1960s.  

 
These reforms sparked a 
movement in the English-
speaking Roman Catholic church 
to introduce newly composed 
contemporary liturgical music, a 
great deal of which was inspired 
by popular music of the day, 
using instruments like guitars, 
and associated with folk music 
styles.  Protestant hymns were 
also introduced into Roman 
Catholic worship at this time.  By 
the 1990s, and into the early 21st 
century, contemporary Catholic 
music was drawing less on its folk 
roots and more on a number of 
different styles and influences 
from contemporary society. 
Popular composers in this period 
include American Jesuit Dan 
Schutte (who wrote the well-
known hymn “I the Lord of Sea 
and Sky”) and the UK-based 
composer Bernadette Farrell 
(author of “Christ be our 
Light”).  Many contemporary 
sung settings for the Mass have 
also been introduced, including 
prolific work by the Benedictine 
abbot Alan Rees, who composed 
the mass settings used for Pope 
John Paul II's visit to Britain in 
1982, and whose music we use 
week by week at St Mary’s when 
we sing “Lord have mercy”, 
“Holy, Holy” and “Jesus, Lamb of 
God” during the 1030 Sunday 
Eucharist.  Alan Rees was 
insistent that the music of the 
Church should be "easy to sing, 
generally tuneful, easy to learn – 
music that will cause as little 
preoccupation with the notes as 
possible and the greatest 
attention to the texts and 

resulting prayer."       Dom Alan 
Rees died in 2005. 
 

Starting on Friday 3 March at 
1930, a series of evenings at the 
Rectory – food and conversation 
over five Friday nights, with the 
chance to talk about our faith.  
Sign-up sheets at the back of 
church.   FREE and all are 
welcome. 
 

 
Our Pre- School Praise service on 
Thursday mornings at 1000 has 
now been established for a year.  
It is very popular, attracting 
around 70 preschool children and 
their carers each week, to join in 
a singing, prayer, craft - and cake, 
as the children hear about God’s 
love and the Good News of Jesus.  
We recently asked parents and 
carers for some feedback on the 
service.  Some of their comments 
include:  
 “my 2 and a half year old enjoys 
all aspects – she particularly 
enjoys the songs with animal 
puppets” … “the session is 
fantastic … keep up the fabulous 
work” … “we really enjoy coming 
as everyone’s welcoming” … “I 
particularly like the Christian 
emphasis.  It is not just a toddler 
group but an example of a 
welcoming church which 
benefits the community” … 
“everything is perfect” … “we 
would recommend it because of 
the warm hospitality, good 
organisation and the lovely 
cakes!” 
Pre-School Praise meets every 
Thursday in school terms at 1000.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother%27s_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refreshment_Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent
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Diary Dates 
Wednesday 1 March – Ash Wednesday -  Eucharist at 
1000 and 1930.  Ashing in St Mary’s School.   
Junior Lent Group starts – see page 1. 

Friday 3 March – “Too busy for God?” starts at the 
Rectory – see page 2. 
Saturday 4 March – Holy Hour starts – see below 
Sunday 5 March – Scout Parade  and Year 5 at 1030 

  
 

Out of the 80 million Easter eggs 
sold in this part of the world 
every year, The Real Easter Egg is 
the only one which has an Easter 
story booklet in the box, is made 
of Fairtrade chocolate and makes 
a donation to charity from its 
sales. The Real Easter Egg was 
launched in 2010. To date, more 
than one million eggs have been 
sold, with 750,000 of these sent 
through the post directly to 
churches and schools.  The Real 
Easter Egg is now available in 
some supermarkets and other 
stores.  For more information see 
www.realeasteregg.co.uk 

 
St Marys now has more than 
1,050 followers on Twitter.  Join 
them there for information on 
events at St Mary’s and messages 
about the Good News of Jesus 
Christ: @stmaryprestwich 
 
Holy Hour  
Saturdays during Lent the Church 
will be open from 1100-1200 for 
an hour of silent prayer before 

the Blessed Sacrament.  Come 
and go as you please – stay for 5 
minutes or stay for the whole 
hour.  All welcome. 
 
A short prayer for Lent 
Lord, may Lent be a time of 
inward searching that makes us 
more able to look with 
compassion at the needs of the 
world.   Amen 
 

 
Did you know? A new section of 
the parish website includes the 
text of selected Sunday sermons:   
stmarysprestwich.org/church-life/sermons 

 
Christ in 4th Century England 

 
The Hinton St Mary Mosaic, 
pictured above, is a large almost 
complete Roman mosaic dated 
from the 4th Century, discovered 
at Hinton St Mary in Dorset. It is 
thought to represent  Jesus 
Christ as its central motif, and it 
also contains the "Chi-Rho" 

symbol ☧formed from the first 
two Greek letters of the word 
Christ - Chi (χ) and Rho (ρ) which 
was first used by the Emperor 
Constantine and features 
regularly in Christian art, church 
furnishings and vestments.  The 

mosaic is now in the British 
Museum.  
 
A Lenten Devotion 

 
Jesus, like a mother you gather 
your people to you; you are 
gentle with us as a mother with 
her children. 
Despair turns to hope through 
your sweet goodness; through 
your gentleness we find comfort 
in fear. 
Your warmth gives life to the 
dead, your touch makes sinners 
righteous. 
Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal 
us; 
in your love and tenderness 
remake us. 
In your compassion bring grace 
and forgiveness, for the beauty 
of heaven may your love prepare 
us. 
From the writings of St Anselm, 
Archbishop of Canterbury 1093- 
1109, pictured above in a 12th 
century illumination. 
 
Prestwich Mission Partnership 
Youth Group  
The Mission Partnership Youth 
Group meets at St Mary’s on 
Sundays at 1830.  Around 30 are 
members of the Group and 
around 15 young people attend 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_mosaic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hinton_St_Mary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorset
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motif_(visual_arts)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chi-Rho
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E2%98%A7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chi_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rho_(letter)
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on a typical Sunday.   Recently 
we asked the young people to 
comment on what they valued 
about Youth Group.  Here are 
some of the things they love: 
 
Games and activities 
Friendship 
The fab food 
The awesome leaders 
Faith, food and friendship 
Anyone can join! 
I like how we are able to combine 
religion and fun and games 
We always do a prayer at the 
end 
We do brilliant games 

 
Please continue to pray for all 
our ministry alongside children 
and young people in the Parish. 
 

 
 
 
Holy Week begins this year on 
Sunday 9 April.  Easter Day is on 
Sunday 16 April.  Details of our 
Holy Week and Easter 
celebrations will be in the next 
issue of Monthly News. 
 

Sunday Gospel Readings  

 
5 March 
0800 Matthew 4: 1-11 
1030 Matthew 4: 1-11 
12 March 
0800  Matthew 15: 21-28 
1030  John 3: 1-17 
19 March 
0800  Luke 11: 14-28 
1030  John 4: 5-42 
26 March 
0800  John 6: 1-14 
1030  Luke 2: 33-35 
 
Regular worship at St Mary’s  

 
 
Sunday  
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
Wednesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
1000 Eucharist 
Thursday 
0730 Eucharist* 
1000 Pre-School Praise 
Friday  
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
Services marked * take place in 
the Oratory at the Rectory, 
Church Lane.   
 

 
Children are a valued part of our 
community.  Junior Church 
meets on Sunday at 1030.  The 
Prestwich Mission Partnership 
Youth Group meets on Sunday at 
1830.  The 22nd Prestwich Scout 
Group meets on weekday 
evenings.  Pre-School Praise is on 
Thursdays at 1000.  We enjoy a 
close relationship with our Parish 
School.  More information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/chur
ch-groups. 
 
We welcome contributions to St 
Mary’s Monthly News by email to 
stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
 

Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: 
stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, M25 1AN    
Parish Priest:  Chris Wedge 
telephone 0161 773 2912 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
telephone 07950 354445; Julia 
Dutton telephone 07931 293470 
 
St Mary’s parish prayer 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help 
us to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   


