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From the Parish Priest 
June is the month in which we 
celebrate the feast of Saints 
Peter and Paul.  Traditionally this 
is when priests are ordained as 
these saints are thought of as the 
foundational ministers of the 
early church.  At St. Mary’s we 
also hold our confirmation 
service at this time of year. It is 
the vocation of all Christian 
people to be ministers and 
evangelists of the Gospel.  
Together we share the 
responsibility and joy of passing 
on our faith to others.  During 
the course of this month I want 
to encourage you to take 
opportunities to speak often 
about your faith, to make sure 
your colleagues, family and 
friends know that you are a 
member of the community of St. 
Mary’s.  I often ask people ‘what 
do you value about St. Mary’s?’ 
and I am always surprised by the 
answers.  I hope that when new 
comers look at us they see an 
authentic community that is 
committed to prayer and building 
each other up in love and mutual 
respect. Living the Gospel is the 
most powerful evangelism there 
is.  Our actions speak so much 
louder than words and when 
people look at our lives I pray 

that they may see something 
worth having.  Our confirmation 
service takes place this year at 
4pm on Sunday June 12th and I 
want to encourage all of you to 
attend it.  It is an important 
gesture of solidarity to be there 
to support those entering full 
membership of the church but it 
is also an important opportunity 
to renew your own faith. God 
calls us all by name to be 
partners in the Gospel and to 
play our part in building up the 
community of faith.  During this 
month pray that God will call you 
to grow into the person that you 
are meant to be.  This month I 
particularly want to ask you to 
pray for me, as parish priest, so 
that I may be strengthened in my 
calling to serve you and the 
whole community in the name of 
Jesus our Saviour. 
With love, Chris (Parish Priest)  
 
Christians in Syria  

 
On 9 June the Church Calendar 
honours Ephrem the Syrian a 4th 
century deacon and theologian, 
who has been declared a Doctor 
of the Church.  Twenty-first 
century Christian communities in 
Syria have been severely 
impacted by recent conflict in the 
region.  The local Greek Catholic 
Patriarch  was quoted recently to 
say that "The future of Christians 
in Syria is threatened by chaos 
and the infiltration of 
uncontrollable fanatical, 
fundamentalist groups."  Aid to 
the Church in Need is one of a 
number of charities working to 
support Christians in the area.  

More information can be found 
on their website at 
www.acnuk.org/syria-crisis.  
(The picture above shows the 
Church of St Jacob in Nusaybin, 
Turkey, where St Ephrem 
ministered). 
 
Praying for Mission & Ministry  
Petertide refers to the Sunday 
nearest to St Peter's Day on 29 
June  and to the period around 
that day.  In the Anglican 
Church Petertide is one of two 
traditional periods for 
the ordination of new priests (the 
other being Michaelmas, at the 
end of September).  It is a good 
time of the year to pray for the 
Church’s mission and ministry 
and during the 1030 Eucharist on 
on Sunday 26 June we shall be 
blessing and anointing our team 
of Servers and Eucharistic 
ministers at St Mary’s: Almighty 
God, you have entrusted to your 
Church a share in the ministry of 
your Son our great high priest: 
inspire by your Holy Spirit the 
hearts of many to offer 
themselves for the ministry of 
your Church, that strengthened 
by his power, they may work for 
the increase of your kingdom and 
set forward the eternal praise of 
your name; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord.  (Below, a 
statue of St Peter in St Peter’s 
Square at the Vatican in Rome): 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michaelmas
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Christian Aid Week 15-21 May 

Thank you to all who contributed 
to our collections for Christian 
Aid last month.  The final total 
will be announced soon. 
 
The Colours of the Church Year 

 
 
 
 

    

The use of colours to mark 
seasons in the church year 
became a common practice in 
the Western church in about the 
4th century. At first, usages 
varied considerably but by the 
12th century Pope Innocent III 
systematized the use of five 
colours: Violet, White, Black, Red 
and Green. The Anglican church 
has retained the traditional 
colours which, briefly, express 
emotions and ideas that are 
associated with each of the 
seasons of the liturgical year. 
Violet is the ancient royal colour 
and therefore a symbol of the 
sovereignty of Christ. Violet is 
also associated with repentance 
from sin. It is used during Advent 
and Lent, with rose pink 
(reflecting joy) sometimes used 
on the 3rd Sunday in Advent and 
4th Sunday in Lent.  White and 
Gold symbolize the brightness of 
day and are used during the 
Easter and Christmas seasons. 
Red evokes the colour of blood, 
and is the colour of martyrs and 
of Christ's death on the Cross. 
Red also symbolizes fire, and is 
the colour of the Holy Spirit.  Red 
is used at Pentecost and during 
Holy Week.  Black, representing 
sorrow and mourning, can be 

used at funerals and on All Souls 
Day.  Green is the colour of 
growth and is used during the 
‘Ordinary’ seasons in the year, 
which occur after the end of the 
Christmas Season and after the 
Feast of Pentecost.  
 

 
“Join us in Daily Prayer” is a part 
of the Church of England website 
which contains the daily services 
of Morning Prayer, Evening 
Prayer and Night Prayer to help 
you find time for God during your 
day. You can download a free 
Daily Prayer app to make it easier 
to access these resources 
wherever you are.  Prayer texts 
are drawn from The Book of 
Common Prayer and Common 
Worship and are available in 
either contemporary or 
traditional language form.  Click 
the “Daily Prayer” link on the 
Church of England website to 
find out more: 
www.churchofengland.org 
 

 “Going Deeper” Week 

Our week of mission and 
celebration 'Going Deeper' at the 
end of April was a great success, 
with around 900 attendances at 
events during the week.  Special 
thanks go to Bishop Chris, Bishop 
Jack and the mission team who 
gave so much of their time, 
energy and prayer before and 
during the week.  A pictorial 
record of the programme of 

events can be found on the 
parish twitter feed 
@stmaryprestwich, including 
pictures of our special 'Going 
Deeper' service for the youth 
group, the 'Beer and Believing' 
evening held in the Church Inn, 
and the Celebration Dinner. 
'Going Deeper' marked the start 
of the next phase in our Parish 
Mission Action Plan which is used 
by the Parochial Church Council 
to guide the mission and ministry 
of St Mary's.  At the parish 
annual meeting in April 2016 we 
inaugurated a Year of 
Celebration: look out for more 
information on future plans in 
our mission over the coming 
months.  
 
The New Commandment of Love  
(a poem by Ken Rookes) 

 
Life poured out for friends, 
generous, painful, costly; 
so are we to love. 
 Following Jesus means loving 
one another.  
No more; nothing less. 
 Disciples must love.   
It is as simple as that.  
Why complicate it? 
 
CRUX is the monthly magazine 
from the Diocese of Manchester, 
keeping you in touch with church 
life across Greater Manchester.

 
Copies can be purchased in 
church and the latest edition can 
be downloaded from the 
Diocesan website at 
www.manchester.anglican.org 
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Diary Dates 
Sunday 12 June – Mission Partnership Confirmation  
 

Sunday 26 June – Blessing & Anointing of Servers & 
Eucharistic Ministers during the 1030 Eucharist

 

Feeding  
of the 5000 

Word Search 
 
Read more in Luke 
Chapter 9. 
 
BREAD 
COMPASSION 
DISCIPLES 
EAT 
FISH 
HEALED 
HUNGRY 
LOAVES 
MIRACLE 
SHEPHERD 
THOUSANDS 
TAUGHT 

 
 
Nearer to God in a Busy Life – adapted from an article by Anne Inman 
 
For many who are fully engaged in the world there may be little time to be alone with God. A surgeon in a war zone, 
for example, cannot just up and go to his prayers at prayer time. Nor can a person who combines shift work with 
family responsibilities, nor someone who cares for small children and elderly relatives. One way or another a vast 
swathe of the People of God are “on call” 24/7. 
 
With no “rule” to guide them, they might nonetheless find a regular five minutes each day to let go of their 
responsibilities and devote themselves exclusively to prayer, fiercely guarding this time against intrusion. They get 
up early for a quiet time to say some prayers, only to find a little person in the family has woken even earlier and 
requires their attention. A planned hour of evening quiet is interrupted by unexpected visitors. It is too easy to see 
such occurrences as prayer “gone wrong”. It is too easy to be misled by the criticism that “too busy” lives make no 
time for God. The experience of God comes through the face of Christ in the needy child and in those whom God 
sends our way for hospitality. 
 
Perhaps attentiveness to the Holy Spirit as the background prompting of all our thinking might serve as an 
appropriate rule for those immersed in the world. Rather than focusing on a time of day and a length of time for 
prayer, there can be that split second of total reliance on the Holy Spirit, with endless reverberations. It might be 
possible to cultivate a background consciousness of the Holy Spirit drawing each person towards 
goodness. Attentiveness to the Spirit as a constant presence can allow a person to discern the will of God for the 
moment. The Spirit praying within, who can transform the most mundane human activity into an intense form of 
prayer, will surely then open up those spaces in daily life when God draws the one praying exclusively to 
contemplation: the unexpectedly empty house, the waiting room, the queue. The temptation is to think of these 
moments as left-over moments, that God is being fitted in where there is nothing else to do. However, the 
Incarnation teaches that immersion in the world, far from taking people away from prayer, lies at its very heart. 
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Bishop Rupert Hoare (Assistant 
Bishop of Manchester) will be at 
St Mary’s on Sunday 12 June at 
1600 for the Prestwich Mission 
Partnership Confirmation 
Service.  Please pray for those to 
be confirmed this month: 
 
Defend, O Lord, these your 
servants with your heavenly 
grace, that they may continue 
yours for ever, and daily increase 
in your Holy Spirit more and more 
until they come to your 
everlasting kingdom. 
 
Sunday Gospel Readings  

 
5 June 
0800  Luke 14.16-24 
1030  Luke 7.11-17 
12 June 
0800  Luke 15.1-10 
1030  Luke 7.36 - 8.3 
19 June 
0800  Luke 6.36-42 
1030  Luke 8.26-39 
26 June 
0800  Luke 5.1-11 
1030  Luke 9.51-62 
 
The last issue of St Mary’s 
Monthly News included a poem 
by Malcolm Guite.  If you enjoyed 

it, you may be interested a new 
book of sonnets by the same 
poet - Parable and Paradox: 
Sonnets on the sayings of Jesus 
and other poems, published by 
Canterbury Press, price £10.99 
 
Regular worship at St Mary’s  

 
Sunday  
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
Wednesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
1000 Eucharist 
Thursday 
0730 Eucharist* 
1000 Pre-School Praise 
Friday  
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
Services marked * take place in the 

Oratory at the Rectory, Church Lane 

 
Children are a valued part of our 
community.   

Junior Church meets on Sunday 
at 1030.  The Prestwich Mission 
Partnership Youth Group meets 
on Sunday at 1830.  The 22nd 
Prestwich Scout Group meets on 
weekday evenings.  Pre-School 
Praise is on Thursdays at 1000.  
We enjoy a close relationship 
with our Parish School.  More 
information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 

St Mary’s parish prayer 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help 
us to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   
 
 

 
 
Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 

Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, M25 1AN    
 
Parish Priest:  Chris Wedge 
telephone 0161 773 2912 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
telephone 07950 354445; Julia 
Dutton telephone 07931 293470 
 
 
We welcome contributions to St 
Mary’s Monthly News by email to 
stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
The next issue will cover July and 
August 2016 and monthly 
editions will return in September 
2016. 
 
St Mary’s is a member of the 
Inclusive Church Network 

 
More information can be found 
at www.inclusive-church.org. 
 

mailto:stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com

