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July & August 2017      

From the Parish Priest  
‘Rejoice, the Lord is adding to our 
number’.   These powerful words 
are used in every baptism service 
and at St. Mary’s we are 
inundated with requests for 
baptism which is a real blessing 
from God.  It is always good to 
welcome families of all ages and 
compositions to our church 
community and to give thanks for 
new members.  We are seeking 
to be an inclusive family where 
all people are welcomed.  We 
want St. Mary’s to reflect 
Prestwich and to be a place of 
encounter for every section of 
our community: young and old, 
men and women, all races and 
languages, gay and straight 
worshipping God together.  God 
is powerfully at work in our 
parish and there are signs of the 
Kingdom all around us.  In June 
Carole Barnet was licensed as a 
Reader and is beginning her new 
ministry as a preacher and 
teacher in the parish.  This year 
we had 16 confirmation 
candidates (4 adults and 12 
children) who were confirmed by 
the Bishop of Bolton at St. 
Margaret’s church.  Adele McKie 

moves into year 2 of her 
formation as a Priest and Richard 
Dashwood is about to start his 
final year at theological college 
before being ordained as a 
Deacon.  This year Laura 
Fieldhouse joined us to help with 
our Youth Work.  Laura is 
employed by the Diocese but 
works one day a week at St. 
Mary’s and is helping us to 
explore new ways of working 
with and learning from our young 
people.  Just over a year ago we 
launched our Pre-School Praise 
service which is aimed at those at 
those under 5 and their parents 
and grandparents.  It is a very 
informal service with singing and 
story-telling, craft and cake as 
well as prayer.  In recent weeks 
we have had over 90 people 
attending our Thursday service 
(10am) and it has quickly become 
an important part of our 
ministry.  On the first Sunday of 
September we will celebrate our 
Patronal Festival where we 
rejoice in all that is good in our 
parish and thank God for the 
blessings of our lives and 
celebrate the example of the 
Virgin Mary.  The Lord really is 
adding to our number.  I often 
pause and ask myself why this is?  
I believe we are growing and 
flourishing as a parish because 
we are serious about prayer and 
welcome.  St. Mary’s is a place 
where the Good News of the 
Gospel is not only proclaimed but 
lived.  We don’t always get things 
right but we are doing our best to 
live the Gospel with joy and 
delight.  You can play your part 
by telling everyone you now 
about our church and invite them 
to come and join us: ‘Go and 
make disciples of all nations’.  
(Matthew 28: 19).  
With love, Chris 

 
 
Ekklesia is an independent, not-
for-profit thinktank which orients 
its work around the role of 
beliefs, values and faith in public 
life.  Ekklesia is committed to 
promoting conflict 
transformation, restorative 
justice, community engagement 
and political participation. 
Ekklesia has one of the most 
widely read religious and current 
affairs websites in Britain 
(according to Amazon rankings). 
It is also cited and consulted 
regularly by media and 
researchers across the world.  
More information can be found 
at www.ekklesia.co.uk 
 
Music in Worship 
Nearly 70 hymns in our new 
hymn book at St Mary’s are 
based on the theme of the 
Eucharist or Holy Communion.  A 
particularly prolific writer of 
Eucharistic hymns was St Thomas 
Aquinas (c. 1225-1274), pictured 
below.  

  
Some of the most well-known of 
his hymns include Now my 

http://www.ekklesia.co.uk/node/11325
http://www.ekklesia.co.uk/node/11325
http://info.alexa.com/data/details/traffic_details?p=TBChrome_T_t_40_L1&amzn_id=alexa65-tb-20&url=ekklesia.co.uk/
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tongue the mystery telling; O 
saving victim; and Thee we 
adore, O hidden Saviour, thee. 
Thomas Aquinas also authored 
Panis Angelicus (Bread of angels), 
which is probably best-known 
from the solo composition by the 
19th-century Belgian  organist 
and composer Cesar Franck. 
 
St Mary’s Patronal Festival  

This year we will celebrate the 
parish Patronal Festival on 
Sunday 3 September.  Ven 
Cherry Vann, Archdeacon of 
Rochdale (pictured below) will 
preach at the 1030 Eucharist 

 All are welcome to this joyful 
celebration of our Patron Saint - 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 
Helping Refugees 
We are currently living in a 
refugee crisis unseen since the 
Second World War with more 
than sixty five million people now 
refugees, seeking asylum, or 

internally displaced.  Sarah 
Warden, a member of our 
Sunday 8am congregation at St 
Mary’s, writes about her own 
response to this crisis. 
It seems like a long time since 
summer 2015, since the shocking 
photograph of Aylan Kurdi 
dominated the front pages. Like 
many at the time, I gave some 
money, kept abreast of the news 
and prayed that kindness would 
be shown to the strangers 
crossing Europe, who were not 
so very far away. I always 
intended to do more, but, as 
Chris often mentions in his 
wonderful sermons, life got in 
the way. 

 In February 2017, a friend 
pointed out an appeal from Help 
Refugees, a charity set up to “fill 
the gaps” in Calais, where no 
large aid organisations are willing 
or politically able to work. It said, 
starkly, that they had only two 
volunteers working in their 
warehouse some days. Since I 
was lucky enough to be able to 
make the trip, and had friends 
willing to join me, I drove to 
Calais, with a car stuffed full of 
donations from family, friends 
and colleagues. 
As symbols go, the fences 
surrounding all of the roads near 
the port of Calais send a stark 
message. The former Jungle 
camp is now just sand, home 
only to a lone bulldozer. The 
week before my visit, the 
Refugee Kitchen charity, a group 
of volunteers who distribute 

1,000 meals a day, had been 
forced to appeal in court against 
an injunction banning them from 
distributing food to homeless 
youngsters on the street. 
Yet, despite the hostile 
appearance of the town, the 
unmarked warehouse, where we 
worked as volunteers, was like a 
haven for the soul. My friends 
and I worked in a group including 
Trades Unionists, a whisky tour 
guide and a 24-year-old roofer 
from Essex, all giving the simple 
gift of their time to make sure 
cars and vans were unloaded, 
clothes were sorted, camping 
equipment was checked and 
hygiene products organised for 
the teams of longer-term 
volunteers who distribute aid 
daily. It was emotional, 
particularly when we were asked 
to find and sort warm, winter 
clothing for small children to go 
on a truck convoy to Syria – I 
couldn’t forget my own four-
year-old, and think of the 
mothers forced to place their 
trust in strangers to care for their 
children – but hugely uplifting to 
see that the folk of Europe are 
getting on with giving what is 
needed and that there are so 
many wonderful human beings, 
who give up days, weeks and, in 
some cases, years, to volunteer 
to help those in need. 
As one of my travelling 
companions said, when we look 
back on this time, when millions 
of ordinary people fled to our 
continent for a new life, we will 
be judged on our response. If you 
are able to give the gift of time or 
money, please look 
at www.helprefugees.org.uk – 
they can accept gifts of money or 
equipment, via a camping shop 
which delivers directly to Calais 
for free. 
 

http://www.helprefugees.org.uk/
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Diary Dates 
Sunday 6 August – Feast of the Transfiguration 
Sunday 3 September  – Patronal Festival 
 

Thursday 7 September  – Pre School Praise resumes 
Sunday 10 September – Junior Church and Youth 
Group resume 

  

The Children’s Society is a 
national charity that runs local 
services, helping children and 
young people when they are at 
their most vulnerable, and have 
nowhere left to turn. 
The Society campaigns for 
changes to laws affecting 
children and young people, to 
stop the mistakes of the past 
being repeated in the future.  
Supporters around the country 
fund these services and join 
campaigns to show children and 
young people they are on their 
side.  Members of St Mary’s are 
regular contributors to the 
Children’s Society’s appeals.  
Please speak to Sandra Fenge if 
you would like to have a 
collecting box at home.  Find out 
more at www.childrenssociety.org.uk 
 
St Mary’s parish prayer 
 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help 
us to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   
 
 

Mission Action Plan  
During May we launched the 
next phase of our Mission Action 
Plan for St Mary’s.  This Plan tells 
the story of the journey God is 
calling us to over the coming 
years.  It is the product of much 
prayer and discussion and seeks 
to build on what has gone 
previously.  The Mission Action 
Plan sets out a commitment to 
growing, giving and serving and 
the desire to be inclusive, 
prayerful, active and joyful.   

 
The five priority areas in the Plan 
are: Holiness; Children & Young 
People; Evangelism; Generosity; 
and Buildings.  You can find out 
more, including detailed actions 
planned for 2017 (the “Year of 
Holiness”), and indicative 
planning for future years in a 
leaflet (pictured above) available 
at the back of church and also 
downloadable from the parish 
website at 
stmarysprestwich.org/information/contacts 

 
The Transfiguration of our Lord 
On Sunday 6 August we celebrate 
the Transfiguration of our Lord.  
The Transfiguration is an event 

reported in the New 
Testament when Jesus is transfig-
ured and becomes radiant 
in glory. St Thomas Aquinas (see 
also article on page 1) considered 
the Transfiguration "the greatest 
miracle" in that it showed 
the perfection of life in Heaven.  
The Transfiguration is a pivotal 
moment, and the setting on the 
mountain is presented as the 
point where human nature 
meets God: the meeting place of 
the temporal and the eternal, 
with Jesus himself as the 
connecting point.  Below a 
depiction of the 
Transfiguration by Raphael, c. 
1520: 

 
 

O holy God, we behold your 
glory in the face of Jesus 

Christ: grant us to reflect his 
life in word and deed, that all 

the world may know his 
power to change and save; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transfiguration_(religion)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transfiguration_(religion)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glory_(religion)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Aquinas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perfection_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heaven
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raphael
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Sunday Gospel Readings  

2 July 
0800 Luke 15: 1-10 
1030 Matthew 10: 40-end 
9 July 
0800  Luke 6: 36-42 
1030  Matthew 11: 16-30 
16 July 
0800  Luke 5: 1-11 
1030  Matthew 13: 1-23 
23 July 
0800  Matthew 5: 20-26 
1030  Matthew 13: 24-43 
30 July 
0800 Mark 8: 1-10 
1030 Matthew 13: 31-52 
6 August – Transfiguration 
0800 Mark 9: 2-7 
1030 Luke 9: 28-36 
14 August 
0800 Luke 16: 1-9 
1030 Matthew 14: 22-33 
20 August 
0800 Luke 19: 41-7 
1030 Matthew 15: 21-8 
27 August 
0800 Luke 18: 9-14 
1030 Matthew 16: 13-2- 
 

 
Children and young people are a 
valued part of our community. 
During the summer months our 
special activities for children and 
young people take a break for 
the school holidays and will 
resume at the start of term in 
September.  Please pray for our 
children and young people during 
their summer break: 

Father of all mercies, we ask your 
blessing on our children and 
young people.  Give them your 
love and strength; watch over 
them at work and play, and fill 
them with the joy of your Holy 
Spirit.  We ask this in the name of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen   
 
Regular worship at St Mary’s  

 
 
Sunday  
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
Wednesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
1000 Eucharist 
Thursday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
1000 Pre-School Praise 
Friday  
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0800 Eucharist* 
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
Services marked * take place in 
the Oratory at the Rectory, 
Church Lane.   
 
Parish News - Sixteen candidates 
from St Mary’s were confirmed 
by the Bishop of Bolton in St 
Margaret’s Church on 17 June.  
Please continue to remember 
them in your prayers. On 18 June 

Carole Barnet (pictured below 
with Chris) was licensed as 
Reader, to serve at St Mary’s.    

 
 
St Mary’s supports Porch Boxes  

A local charity providing crisis 
packs to individuals or families in 
need.  The packs include enough 
food for two days and some basic 
toiletries.   A donation box can be 
found in the Wilton Chapel at St 
Mary’s, near the prayer tree: 
thank you for your continued 
contributions.  More information 
is at www. porchboxes.wordpress.com 

 

Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, M25 1AN    
Parish Priest:  Chris Wedge 
telephone 0161 773 2912 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
tel 07950 354445; Susie 
Mapledoram tel 07710 557833 


