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From the Parish Priest 
 
9 April is Palm Sunday but it is 
also the day of our Annual 
Parochial Meeting.  This is the 
day on which we review the past 
year, thank God for the blessings 
of our life together and elect 
office holders for the coming 
year.  Here is not the place to 
repeat the contents of the annual 
report, which will be available in 
due course, but I do want to pick 
up some key messages from it. 
Since 2014 we have doubled in 
size; we have turned around a 
financial crisis and we have 
deepened our commitment to 
inclusivity and social action.  All 
of this has been achieved 
through prayer and faithfulness.  
There is nothing novel or unique 
about what we have done under 
God’s grace but our growth and 
revival are very unusual.  God is 
clearly at work in this place and 
we should rejoice in all that God 
is doing in our parish.  It is 
important that we continue to be 
people of prayer and that we go 
on playing our part in building up 
God’s Kingdom and sharing His 
love with all people. 
I want to pay tribute to the 
members of the Parochial Church 

Council and especially to the 
Church Wardens and their 
Deputies.  Much of the growth 
we have experienced has been 
led and inspired by members of 
the PCC.  They are an amazing 
group to work alongside and the 
depth of their faith and their 
commitment to living the Gospel 
is breath taking.  The life of this 
parish depends totally on God 
and on the co-operation and 
hard work of so many people.  
Thank you for your prayers and 
for all that you do for the glory of 
God and the growth of the 
church. 
We must continue to be a 
missionary church which is 
outward facing.  Over the past 
few years we have set a very 
clear direction of travel for the 
parish and it is vitally important 
that we maintain our 
commitment to the vision God 
has given us and we do not lose 
sight of the many blessings we 
have experienced. 
In our 2020 Mission Action Plan 
the PCC have agreed that over 
the next four years we will: 
 Be alive with prayer and 

spiritual depth. 

 Have far more 14-25 year old 
members. 

 Be a community renowned for 
teaching the faith well and 
attractively where new disciples 
grow. 

 Be financially stable and give 
away at least 10% of our 
income. 

 Have adequate car parking and 
be able to host 
gatherings/meetings/events in 
high quality facilities. 

During the month of April I am 
away for just over two weeks as I 
am undertaking a long retreat 
this year.  I hope this time away 
will renew and refresh me and 
bring me more deeply into the 

presence of God.  If we are to be 
faithful we must change often 
and we must be willing to follow 
wherever God leads us accepting 
that nothing stays the same.  
Please pray for me as I pray for 
you day by day. 
 
With love, Chris 
 

 
All are welcome at our 
celebrations for Holy Week and 
Easter: 
 
Sunday 9 April  
1030 Palm Sunday Eucharist, 
with Palm Procession & the 
reading of the Passion Gospel  
Monday 10 April  
1930 Stations of the Cross  
Tuesday 11 April  
0730 Morning Prayer * 
1930 Eucharist & Homily  
Wednesday 12 April  
0730 Morning Prayer * 
1000 Eucharist  
1900 Seder Meal - St Margaret’s  
1930 Eucharist & Homily  
Maundy Thursday 13 April  
0730 Eucharist * 
1930 Eucharist of the Last 
Supper followed by Vigil of 
Prayer  
Good Friday 14 April  
0730 Morning Prayer * 
1100 Walk of Witness  
1400 Liturgy of the Cross  
Holy Saturday 15 April  
1930 Easter Liturgy, followed 
by celebration Champagne Party  
Sunday 16 April – Easter Day  
0800 Eucharist  
1030 Sung Eucharist & Baptism  
 
* in the Oratory at the Rectory 
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From earliest times Christians 
have gathered through the night 
of Easter to recall the story of 
God’s saving work, from creation 
through to the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Great Vigil of Easter 
(the “Easter Liturgy”), which we 
will celebrate this year at St 
Mary’s on Saturday 15 April at 
1930, is meant to be a real 
experience of new life for the 
worshipper - a passing from 
darkness to light which offers 
hope to all the faithful. The 
Easter Vigil marks the end of the 
emptiness of Holy Saturday, and 
leads into the celebration of 
Christ’s resurrection. The singing 
of the Exsultet, the ancient hymn 
of triumph and rejoicing, links 
this night of our Christian 
redemption to the Passover night 
of Israel’s redemption out of 
Egypt. Christian baptism is a 
participation in the death and 
resurrection of Christ, and the 
Vigil has long been a preferred 
occasion for baptism. It is also a 
time when those who are already 
Christians may repeat with 
renewed commitment the 
promises of their own baptism, 
and strengthen their sense of 
incorporation into the people of 
God. This year at St Mary’s we 
will renew our baptismal 
promises at the Vigil and also 
celebrate the baptism of a new 
member of the Christian 
community on Easter Day at the 
1030 Eucharist. 

 

The Easter Liturgy contains four 
main elements: first the Vigil, 
probably the oldest feature of 
the Easter celebrations. At its 
heart is the reading of key 
passages from Scripture telling of 
God’s saving love.  The Service of 
Light proclaims the resurrection 
of Christ from the dead in word 
and action, as the Paschal 
Candle, symbolizing Christ, is lit 
and carried through the church. 
The Liturgy of Initiation 
incorporates a re-affirmation of 
Baptismal Vows by the Christian 
community as a declaration of 
their union with Christ.  Finally 
the celebration of the Eucharist 
is the climax to the Liturgy when 
we are sacramentally reunited 
with our risen Lord.  
 
The Paschal Candle 
A new Paschal candle is blessed 
and lit every year at Easter, and is 
used throughout the Easter 
season and then throughout the 
year on special occasions, such 
as baptisms and funerals.  The 
term "Paschal" comes from the 
word Pesach, which in 
Hebrew means Passover, and 
relates to the mystery of our 
salvation. The Paschal candle is 
traditionally the largest candle in 
church, normally incorporating 
various symbols (see picture). 
The cross is always the central 
symbol; the Greek letters 
Alpha and Omega signify that 
God is the beginning and the 
end; the date of the current year 
is included to represent God in 
the present; finally five grains 
of incense are embedded in the 
candle to represent the five 
wounds of Jesus (three nails 
piercing his hands and feet, the 
spear thrust into his side, and the 
thorns that crowned his head). 
 

 In the medieval Church, Paschal 
candles often reached a massive 
size: the candle at Salisbury 
Cathedral  was said to have been 
11 meters high!  The Paschal 
candle is traditionally lit at all 
services throughout the Easter 
season until Pentecost Sunday, 
and thereafter 
during baptisms to signify the 
light of Christ, when it is also 
used to light the smaller candles 
given to the newly-baptised.  The 
Paschal candle is also normally lit 
during funerals, to signify the 
hope of the resurrection into 
which Christians are baptised.  
The ceremonial lighting of the 
Paschal candle from a “new fire” 
is one of the most solemn 
moments of the Easter Vigil (see 
previous article). 

 
.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Funeral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paschal_mystery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alpha_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omega_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_wounds_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_wounds_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salisbury_Cathedral
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_season
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Diary Dates 
Sunday 9 April – Holy Week begins (see front page) 
Sunday 9 April – Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Sunday 23 April – 1400 District Scout service for St 
George’s Tide 
14-20 May – Christian Aid Week 2017 
 

  

 
 
Music in Worship 
John Mason Neale (1818-1866), 
pictured below, was a prolific 
hymn writer and translator in the 
Anglican tradition.   

 
By the age of 22 Neale was a 
chaplain in Cambridge.  There he 
was influenced by the ‘high 
church’ Oxford Movement and 
did not serve for long in parish 
ministry due to disagreements 
with the local bishop.  In 1854 
Neale co-founded the Society of 
Saint Margaret, an order of 
women in the Church of 
England dedicated to nursing the 

sick. At the time the order was 
viewed with suspicion as 
suggesting Roman Catholic 
practice; Neale was attacked at a 
funeral of one of the Sisters and 
crowds on one occasion 
threatened to burn his house.  
JM Neale is best known as a 
hymn writer and, especially, 
translator of many ancient Latin 
and Greek hymns.  The 1875 
edition of Hymns Ancient and 
Modern contains 58 of his hymns 
and our new red hymn book at St 
Mary’s, a successor of that 1875 
publication, still includes more 
than 20 of Neale’s hymns.  He 
wrote the popular carol Good 
King Wenceslas and his many 
translations include hymns 
suitable for all periods in the 
church year, such as O come, O 
come Emmanuel, Of the Father’s 
Love Begotten, All Glory Laud 
and Honour, The Royal Banners 
Forward Go, The Day of 
Resurrection, and Jerusalem the 
Golden.  In view of his difficult 
lifetime experiences and his early 
death at the age of only 48, it is 
likely that Neale would never 
have guessed how much his work 
would continue to be valued by 
generations of Christians down to 
today. 
 
Easter Song - A poem by George 
Herbert (1593-1633) 
  
I Got me flowers to straw Thy way,  
I got me boughs off many a tree;  
But Thou wast up by break of day,  
And brought’st Thy sweets along with 
Thee. 
  
The sunne arising in the East,  
Though he give light, and th’ East 
perfume, If they should offer to contest  

With Thy arising, they presume. 
  
Can there be any day but this,  
Though many sunnes to shine 
endeavour?  
We count three hundred, but we misse: 
There is but one, and that one ever. 

 
 
Advance Notice – this year 
Christian Aid week is from 14-20 
May 2017 

 
St George, Patron of England 
St George, who is celebrated on 
23 April, was probably a soldier 
living in Palestine at the 
beginning of the 4th century.  He 
was martyred at Lydda in about 
304 and there were churches 
dedicated to St George in 
England before the Norman 
Conquest.  The story of St George 
slaying the dragon (see picture) is 
probably based on George being 
mistaken in imagery for St 
Michael, who is normally also 
depicted wearing armour.  
George replaced Edward the 
Confessor as the Patron Saint of 
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England following the crusades, 
when returning soldiers brought 
back with them a cult of St 
George. 

 
God our redeemer, whose Church 
was strengthened by the blood of 
your martyr George: so bind us to 
Christ's sacrifice that our lives 
may carry his death and proclaim 
his resurrection; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
The Prestwich, Whitefield & 
Radcliffe district Scouts will meet 
at St Mary’s for a St George’s tide 
service at 1400 on 23 April, 
preceded by a Parade from St 
Mary’s Park. 
 
Sunday Gospel Readings  

 
2 April 
0800 John 8: 46-end 
1030 John 11: 1-45 
9 April 
0800  St Matthew’s Passion 
1030  St Matthew’s Passion 
16 April 
0800  John 20: 1-10 
1030  Matthew 28: 1-10 
23 April 
0800  John 20: 19-23 
1030  John 20: 19-end 
 

30 April 
0800 John 10: 11-16 
1030 Luke 24: 13-35 
 
Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting - Sunday 9 April 
This year’s APCM will take place 
immediately after the 1030 
Eucharist on 9 April.  The meeting 
includes the election of Church 
Wardens and other office 
holders, with the opportunity to 
receive annual accounts, and 
reports relating to the mission 
and ministry of St Mary’s during 
the last year.   Please note the 
0800 Eucharist will take place as 
usual on this day. 
 
St Mary’s parish prayer 
Loving Father, we pray your 
blessing on our parish.  Help us to 
have hearts open to your Holy 
Spirit.  Give us the courage to 
follow the way of Christ.  
Strengthen us to be faithful in 
prayer and loving service.  Help 
us to play our part in building up 
your Kingdom here and now.   
 

 
Children and young people are a 
valued part of our community. 
During School term, Junior 
Church meets on Sunday at 1030.  
The Prestwich Mission 
Partnership Youth Group meets 
on Sunday at 1830.  The 22nd 
Prestwich Scout Group meets on 
weekday evenings.  Pre-School 
Praise is on Thursdays at 1000.  
We enjoy a close relationship 
with our Parish School.  More 
information at: 
www.stmarysprestwich.org/church-groups. 
 

St Mary’s is part of the Inclusive 
Church network:  
www.inclusive-church.org.uk 

We welcome contributions to St 
Mary’s Monthly News by email to 
stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com  
 
Regular worship at St Mary’s  

 
 
Sunday  
0800 Eucharist 
1030 Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
Wednesday 
0730 Morning Prayer* 
1000 Eucharist 
Thursday 
0730 Eucharist* 
1000 Pre-School Praise 
Friday  
0730 Morning Prayer* 
0915 Eucharist in St Mary’s 
School 
Services marked * take place in 
the Oratory at the Rectory, 
Church Lane.   
 
 

Web: www.stmarysprestwich.org 
Twitter: @stmaryprestwich 
E: stmarysprestwich@hotmail.com 
Post: St Mary the Virgin, Church 
Lane, M25 1AN    
Parish Priest:  Chris Wedge 
telephone 0161 773 2912 
Church Wardens: Stewart Barnet 
telephone 07950 354445; Julia 
Dutton telephone 07931 293470 


