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St Mary’s Churchyard
How the churchyard

has changed
Early records show a circular layout of the churchyard around the 

church. As the population of the parish grew, so did the number of 
burials. In the 17th century, burials averaged 36 per year, but by 
1850, the average was 250. The churchyard reached its present 

size of 3 ha. after many enlargements.

The best known and earliest grave in the churchyard is that of “The 
Children of Thomas Collier, Richard, Mary, John and Martha, 

buried between 1-12th. December 1641” which, in stark simplicity, 
tells of the parents’ anguish and high infant mortality rate.

Julia Young grave
The 19th century saw a dramatic change in the local population, 

both in terms of numbers and in social diversity. Both the tombs 
and the inscriptions reflect the growing sentimentalisation of 

death. This is illustrated by the story and grave of Julia Mayne 
Young. She was the young wife of a tragi-comedian who visited 

Manchester on tour in 1806 and was charmed by the churchyard. 
She fell ill and died during the same visit and was buried in the spot 

she had so admired. Her grave carries a long poem penned by 
one of her husband’s friends, the editor of the “Manchester 

Exchange Herald”. The last two lines run: “her who is now – so pure 
she was – a saint, Unchanged an angel – JULIA still – in heaven”.

Sundial
On the south side of the church is the stone baluster sundial missing 

its gnomon that cast the shadow. It was placed here in 1806.

St Mary’s Church
The church is built of Collyhurst red sandstone with a stone and slate 
roof. Most of the structure of the 14th century nave is concealed 
behind later additions. The three storey battlemented tower dates 
from the end of the 15th century. Some stone remnants of the 
Norman building were found during restoration of the tower in 1881.  
The tower was also altered in 1858 by raising the floor of the belfry, 
adding a new west window and removing the lower stages of the 
spiral staircase.

The weathervane dates from 1781 and the tower houses a peal of 
eight bells.

The Kenyon grave
Ten members of the Kenyon family are remembered on this highly 
individualistic cairn tomb set within a double plot surrounded by four 
low corner pillars. The stonemason was W.G.Seal & Co., Manchester

The Table Tomb
This highly individual grave is a table tomb on six square legs
with a carved top in deep relief. It has a trumpeting angel framed
by scrolls, from which hang hearts as pendants above neo-classical 
lamps. The initials R M D are carved into the stone. It records the 
deaths of Mary Diggles in 1804, aged 21; Abraham Bramwell in 1859, 
aged 31; Jane Wallwork in 1861, aged 54 and her husband, James in 
1871, aged 67.

It is the work of a female mason, Sarah Patefield of Pendlebury. 

Churchyard Areas
Paths
Walls
Boundary between areas
Churchyard marker posts 

How can you help?
We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers with a little spare time and 
energy to help maintain our churchyard. For more information, please 
contact the church’s website on www.stmarysprestwich.org
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